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At Whitefield Elementary School 
Last week, WES teachers spent some of their planning time to review and analyze the baseline narrative 
writing that students have produced. The district has been using the Lucy Calkins Units of Study as the 
structure for providing direct instruction in the creation of opinion, narrative, and informational written 
expression. Through a structured process of mini-lessons, conferencing, and revision, student writing 
becomes more detailed and complex.   
 
Students just completed their first narrative writing pieces. The students wrote about real life events and 
applied a structure to their stories that included a lead, transitions, and paragraphs and an ending. 
Through the conferencing processes, they elaborated on their first draft to add sensory details, emphasize 
characters or emotion, add dialogue, and make the stories come alive. Finally, polish is applied through 
proper use of punctuation, sentence structure, and spelling. 
 
Please ask your child about their narrative stories. They put in a considerable amount of time and energy 
into their writing. Writing is one of the toughest academic skills to master, so the pride and author feels 
when their story is read by someone they care about is real. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
The students have been hard at work collaboratively participating in various activities. The primary 
students have been working on rolling skills, leading up into the bowling unit. 6th grade is wrapping up 
their fitness testing, which included completing the running test, sit up test, sit and reach, and the vertical 
jump. It's awesome to see the students' progression from year to year! 7th and 8th graders are currently 
working in a volleyball unit and are really enjoying this net game. 
Go Lancers! 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
After 3 years, the Spartan Learning Commons is flourishing, they have definitely found their groove, and 
great work is continuing to happen in the space referred to as The Commons. 
 
The Futures program continues to grow under the direction of Mike Curtis and Lisa Brooks. Students 
rostered in Commons 118 are offered extended learning opportunities (ELO’s). ELO’s give students the 
opportunity to earn credit through various avenues which include internships, independent studies, 
Virtual Learning Academy (VLACS), and the IMPAACT program.  
 
Bethany Ridley and Beth Lufkin, coordinators of the academic assistance and intervention programs, work 
with students to strengthen skills and close learning gaps. Students receiving interventions write to a 
Visual Provocation, work with MobyMax math, and get extra help with classroom assignments. Commons 
116 uses benchmarks to gauge student growth, such as NWEA math and reading tests. Students can also 
get a pass from their teachers to work in Commons 116 for a quiet space or for assistance. 
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Mary Rodrigues, George Carter, and Kathy Carlson instruct academic learning in Commons 117.  
Interventions also take place in Commons 117 during the first 20 minutes of each block. After 
interventions are done, students check grades in PowerSchool so they can conference with their teachers 
about work that needs to be done. Students then receive support with assignments and/or tests.  
 
The Commons currently services 300 students throughout the school year and is available for all students 
to come for extra assistance or just a quiet place to work. 

 


