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At Whitefield Elementary School 
WES is pleased to have Sergeant Rachael Harness joining them back in the middle school for five weeks 
this winter. A program hosted by Grafton County Department of Corrections, Operation Impact has been 
a presence in the WES middle school for several years.  Sergeant Harness will be working with the 7th and 
8th grade students on topics such as Cyber Safety, Cyber Bullying, Juuling, and prescription drugs.  In the 
final lesson titled “Natural High,” students will hear from drug-free celebrities, athletes, and role models.  
They will demonstrate the possibility of living fun, exciting, and successful lives without drugs and alcohol 
by teaching students to embrace a “natural high.” 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
Stepping into the preschool classroom at LES, one might see children playing together building blocks, 
painting with watercolors, shaping playdough, or having discussions about Leonardo Da Vinci’s paintings 
during circle time. 
 
For a few minutes, students' attention would be directed towards masterpieces they would observe, 
describe, and compare. Observation can enrich students’ multiple skills such as visual perception, 
vocabulary development, and early print concepts. 
 
By observing similarities and differences among two pieces, children direct their attention to color, shape, 
and lines which will make it easier for them to distinguish among similar letters in the future. 
 
Children also describe the pictures, learning new words and ways to express what is observed. Once a 
week, a teacher might write these descriptions, modeling the writing process, allowing students to see 
how one generates ideas and those turn into print. They would see their spoken words turn into written 
words, and they feel proud about becoming authors of those pieces. This activity also allows them to 
observe how print is written from left to write, and top to bottom. 
 
Art appreciation develops sensibility towards beauty, allowing students to observe shapes, forms, and 
color. Children might learn to read pictures and learn about the artist and how emotions can be expressed 
in so many different ways. Hopefully, young learners will be able to use many languages to express 
themselves as they grow, and art is a wonderful language to be fluent at. 
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At White Mountains Regional High School 
The math faculty at the Regional is committed to making mathematics more relevant, accessible, and 
useful to students in school and beyond by focusing on real-life applications, data and statistics, and 
critical skills like spreadsheets. Dr. Zielinski, who is new to WMRHS, used these principles to redesign the 
Everyday Applied Math Course this semester. 
 
In the realm of money and finance, students worked with percents and compound interest, researched 
retirement plans, invested $100,000 of play money in the stock market, filled out W-4 forms, and analyzed 
pay stubs. Posing as small business owners, students used math and geometry to create proposals for 
home improvement projects such as graveling a driveway or installing raised flower beds. Students 
experienced the intersection of math and art through fractals, tessellations, and Fibonacci numbers. In a 
timely project straight out of today’s headlines on gerrymandering, students learned how redrawing 
district maps influences elections. To help understand our data-driven world, students studied how graphs 
can be misleading and how to research and analyze data. 
 
Students have appreciated the practicality of the topics. Logan Ames, a senior, has been engaged in the 
class because “we actually learn about stuff we need in the real world.” Kayla Miller, also a senior, dug 
into learning about retirement planning, noting that the class “encouraged me to already get a head start 
on saving for my retirement. I try to put $35 in a separate savings account a week.”   
The math faculty plans to incorporate more of this kind of practical math into the rest of the curriculum.   

 


