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At Lancaster Elementary School 
As this new year begins, LES is back with face to face instruction for all students. Things do, however, look 
a bit different from pre-pandemic norms. The library is now used for small-group instruction and not for 
browsing the library’s collection.  
 
Students in media classes, beginning in grade 2, are using Code.org at appropriate grade or learning levels, 
from within their classrooms and progressing at their own learning pace. In addition, grade 3 and grade 6 
students have sampled Learning.com. Obtained by the technology department, this program emphasizes 
the safe and responsible use of technology both in the classroom and on personal devices. 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
The Humanities Department at WMRSD has experienced success implementing Socratic Seminars to 
deepen students’ understanding of content and improve their speaking and listening skills. These 
discussions are completely student-led. Students prepare by collecting evidence and developing open-
ended questions to pose. During the discussion, they listen closely to their peers and then think critically 
to make connections and build off ideas in the moment. Students are encouraged to challenge one 
another’s thinking, but the discourse must remain respectful at all times. Upon completion, students 
reflect on their participation and set goals for how to improve going forward.  
 
This year, students have participated in multiple Socratic Seminars related to the topics of war, equal 
rights, and immigration. Often, discussions have lasted more than an hour with students commenting that 
they wished they had more time. One student said, “Personally, I love when we do Socratic Seminars. 
They provide the perfect setting for students…to share their ideas and voice opinions that they otherwise 
might not feel comfortable sharing. If you're lucky enough, you can sometimes just get lost in the 
conversations…students can really thrive and build off of their peers all while learning from each other 
and igniting more chemistry within the class.” This strategy provides skills that can be transferred beyond 
the classroom, which is what they strive to do at WMRHS to create a culture of learning with the ever-
expanding toolkit. With each experience, students are making meaningful connections and broadening 
their perspectives while also further developing their communication and collaboration skills. 

 


