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At Whitefield Elementary School 
WES just finished the bulk of the Fall NWEA testing. The NWEA data reveals the level of reading and math 
skills a student currently has and compares that level to other students across the country who have had 
the same amount of instruction. Administrators at WES examine the fall data on both the grade and the 
individual student levels and use it to make curriculum and instructional decisions over the next few 
months. Through their grade level data analysis, they might find that a class is demonstrating particular 
strength in a set of math or reading standards and weaknesses in others. That might guide the teacher to 
plan units and lessons in a particular sequence or to reteach some skills before revisiting others. On the 
individual student level, data analysis helps teachers to organize students into small instructional reading 
or math groups to target specific skills. Walk-to-Read is an approach to literacy instruction where students 
participate in small group reading lessons across classrooms and grades. They may be walking from their 
classrooms to another to join a teacher and group of students with similar literacy needs for their reading 
lesson.  
Analysis at the individual level also helps to set student growth goals for the year. NWEA provides data 
predicting how much students tend to grow when provided with standards-based instruction between 
testing windows. Those growth targets are used to gauge the effectiveness of instruction with individual 
students. If a student reaches their growth target between October and February, they are responding 
positively to instruction and should stay the course. If they do not, supports may be added or approaches 
adjusted through the end of the year. When they report to families, it is important to be able to 
understand where a student stands compared to their grade level peers and how much personal growth 
they made. The first is often referred to as Proficiency and is expressed as a Percentile Rank. A student 
who scores at the 60th Percentile is performing equal to or stronger than 60% of their grade-level peers. 
They may have been predicted to grow eight points over the year and attained ten points of growth. This 
would be a sign that they are responding well to the whole class and Walk-to-Read instruction. NWEA is 
one of many tools used to measure student learning and is a valuable resource in that process.     
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
A lot of hard work and effort is put into the LES sign each week by 5th grader Anthony Rainault. Every 
week, Anthony finds a riddle to put out on the sign for everyone to solve. He organizes the sign’s letters 
each Monday and heads outs to change it. He is very proud of the riddles he finds and won’t even give 
clues to the answer. Anyone wanting to know the answers to the riddles can find him, the week after of 
course, and he just might tell them.   
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At White Mountains Regional High School 
Life beyond high school is difficult to conceptualize for many students; “Do I go to college?” “Do I take a 
year off?” “How do I start work in the trades?” “What do I put in a resume?” It is overwhelming just 
thinking about where to begin. As a way to answer these questions, and hopefully stir up a few more, the 
WMRHS Counseling Office hosts “Resource Wednesday” every week from 3-4pm. The driving force behind 
the weekly sessions are the students, their curiosities, and desire to plan. During this time, students are 
encouraged to stop by the office to gather information, work on college applications, build resumes, 
research career opportunities, or apply for scholarships. We use Naviance, a college and career readiness 
platform, as the primary research tool, which is filled with self-exploration and career surveys, interactive 
pathway videos, and links connected to college websites. The goal is for students to have a consistent 
time and space to ask questions, research, and plan with support. In turn, students benefit from multi-
age, collaborative sessions where 9th and 10th graders in the beginnings of exploring different career 
pathways can witness 11th and 12th graders put their exploration into action with applications and 
resume building. If any students or guardians have questions about Resource Wednesdays or how to 
access extra assistance please contact Blair DeForge at bdeforge@sau36.org. 

 
 


