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At Whitefield Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher conferences are well underway at WES. One of the topics of conversations will be the 
small, teacher led reading groups, often called Walk-to-Read. This was discussed a few weeks back, but in 
short, is a data-based small grouping of cross-grade students with similar literacy profiles. Students across 
grades K through four will walk to their small literacy group which may be held in a different classroom 
close by. Staff have been acclimating students to the concept by introducing them to other staff members 
and spaces. Support staff will be present during the first weeks to help with the “walk.” 
 
One of the common questions is “What do students do when they are not with their small group?” The 
answer is Daily Five. Daily Five is very much like the Centers that many grew up with in school. Some 
independent work at the desk, some partnered work or even some small group, independent work.  Daily 
Five is focused on specific ELA skills through activities like Read to Self, Read to Someone, Listen to 
Reading, Word Work, and Work on Writing. The first three are pretty self-explanatory and help to build 
stamina, independence, and accountability in reading text. Word Work addresses important spelling 
patterns like prefixes and suffixes as well as word families. Work on Writing expands student written 
expression content and stamina. Students have been practicing Daily Five in preparation for the start of 
Walk-to-Read this week.     
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
In Mr. Dupont's Social Studies class, they have primarily focused on the 5 themes of geography so far. This 
has really helped the class understand the world and community around them. The students were really 
able to put this into use when they made their own Relative Location maps with their own questions! Nice 
job! 
 
In 5th grade science, students have been learning about “Our Watery Planet.” The students have been 
working to determine where freshwater can be found on our planet and how it gets there. During the 5th 
grade writing block, they have been exploring narrative writing by recalling memorable experiences or 
places. Students have practiced telling their stories to their classmates which helps them to put these 
memories and experiences onto paper.  
 
In 6th grade science, students are wrapping up their weather unit and are planning out a hydroponics 
grow operation of culinary herbs and leafy greens. The 6th grade social studies class has been working 
through the American Revolution by discussing various primary sources and working through simulations. 
 
In 5th grade math, students have been focused on volume and multiplication. They have found volume 
by building rectangular prisms, looking at patterns in prisms, and thinking about the number of layers.   
 
In 6th grade math, the focus has been on geometry. They have been decomposing shapes and using 
formulas to help find the area of triangles and parallelograms. They’ve also been investigating surface 
area by building and sketching to see the surface and to find surface area. 
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At White Mountains Regional High School 

 
Above: The collection center at the WMRHS Media Center. NHS is collecting donations through November 
12th. 
 
The Mary Ryan Chapter of the National Honor Society at WMRHS worked hard last school year to support 
their local community through projects including Project Homebound, a toiletry collection drive for the 
Tyler Blain House, and a community cleanup project in the spring. This year, they are continuing that work 
to help out their Coos neighbors by hosting their annual collection drive for Project Homebound to collect 
nonperishable food items for Coos County families. The drive will continue through November 12th and 
students, faculty, staff, and parents are invited to drop off nonperishable food items -- canned fruits and 
vegetables, stuffing mix, pasta, rice, beans, proteins, etc. -- in the Media Center through that day. 
Monetary donations are also accepted. Last year, NHS collected over 700 items for Project Homebound 
and they are hoping to beat that record this year. So far, they’ve collected 321 items. NHS students also 
plan to help out at the Project Homebound packing center to pack up food boxes for families. They look 
forward to doing more community projects throughout the school year. 


