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At Whitefield Elementary School 
With three weeks of learning how to navigate the mitigation protocols completed, classroom attention 
and energy is starting to shift toward academics; where it ideally should be. The reality of schools across 
the country is that most did not get the kind of quality instructional time kids needed this past spring. 
This has resulted in the need to catch up and fill in the gaps. Over the past week, WES teachers have 
begun to use the assessment tools attached to their instructional programs to get the first indicators of 
where students are at. Over the next few weeks, they will be gathering more formal data that will guide 
instructional decisions for the next few months.  By the end of October, they will have administered the 
NH SAS Interim Assessments at the direction of the NH Dept of Education. More details will follow from 
the district level as staff are training for both the in-person and remote administration of the SAS.   
 
Also on the horizon is a Virtual Open House window for parents to find out more details about what will 
be covered this year, what their child's classroom schedule and physical setup looks like, and how best 
to connect with teachers. This information will be made available to review during the week of the 
26th. Progress reports will be released on the 16th. Progress reports will vary by grade level, with early 
elementary reports reflecting a broader, more universal reporting of what has happened over the past 
four weeks and middle school providing more numerical updates as to student performance to date. 
These will be kept in context, knowing that the first few weeks were about adjusting to the hybrid and 
remote environments, learning how to use instructional platforms, and turning in completed 
work. There is ample time to improve one's standing as fluency is built and additional supports are 
brought to bear where necessary. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
Greetings everyone! The year has been interesting for the middle school team as they navigate a hybrid 
model. In many ways, they feel like first year teachers again and are trying many new strategies and 
formats.   

Mondays and Tuesdays have started to feel normal as they teach and learn from their individual remote 
learning locations. Students meet with their teachers at the beginning of every class to get instruction 
and guidance.   

Wednesdays are catch up days for students. They get lists of missing, late, or redo work and have the 
opportunity to work with their teachers.  Students are encouraged to schedule these times in advance 
but office hours are also available. 

Though Thursdays and Fridays are in person, this is still all new! In fact, it would be akin to in person 
remote learning. The students stay in their rooms, and the teachers have rolling carts that they roll from 
room to room.  

The students have been good at following the mask guidelines. They take a number of breaks 
throughout the day, frequently taking short walks outside where they can spread out and safely take 
their masks off. 



  
 

14 King Square Whitefield, NH 03598                   Phone: (603) 837.9363 Fax: (603) 837.2326 

LES wishes to give a special ‘thank you’ to their custodial staff, who have moved the entire inside of the 
school to make room for everyone; their lunch staff, who deliver food to every room; and their 
administration, who have taken great care of the school, the teachers, and the students. 

At White Mountains Regional High School 
On Wednesday, October 14th, the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) will be administered to all seniors as 
part of New Hampshire’s state testing program. Traditionally, this exam is administered to students in 
their junior year, however, as a result of the spring 2020 COVID closure, the class of 2021 was unable to 
participate. Despite many colleges and universities becoming test optional, WMRHS offers students the 
opportunity to take the college entrance exam for free; something that costs students outside of NH 
roughly $65 per exam. In addition to the free administration of the SAT, College Board offers all students 
four free score reports to send to colleges. Students will meet in small groups to discuss the benefits of 
using these free reports and select the schools they would like the reports sent to. 

In order to ensure the continued safety of students and staff, WMRHS conducted its usual Wednesday 
deep clean on Tuesday evening instead; in preparation for the SAT administration on Wednesday. Air 
purifiers are located in each testing room, which have capacity limits of 12 students per room. In 
addition, all materials lent to students were sanitized before and after use, with the exception of pencils, 
which were new and given to students at the conclusion of the exam.  

WMRHS is excited to continue to provide students with opportunities to showcase their knowledge and 
advance their education while continuing to provide a safe and effective learning environment. 

 


