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At Lancaster Elementary School 
“What is a mask?” “Where can they be found?” These questions were posed to the fourth graders at LES 
in their current art unit, which highlights mask masking. In a regular school year, the word "mask" takes 
on a different meaning, especially in the art room. The cultural significance of mask-wearing and mask-
making is essential to continue to include in the curriculum, despite the current definition of a mask. The 
fourth graders at LES have been exploring mask-making cultures and traditions, focusing on Africa. 
Students have been learning how to use a variety of materials, including plaster and acrylic paint. They 
have learned the significance of pattern and color meanings in specific cultures and have embraced the 
idea of masks and how, when worn, they take on a different persona. Students also watched videos of 
mask ceremonies and celebrations and observed the uniqueness of each mask. 
 
Once the initial sketching and plastering were completed, students began personalizing their masks. After 
learning about the color and pattern significance, such as in Kente Culture where the color blue represents 
peace, harmony, and love, students dove into making personal connections for their mask composition. 
Finally, once students completed the masks' painting, they were then asked to pose with their masks on 
and share with the class what the colors and patterns meant to them in a group discussion. Overall, the 
week-long project served as a cross-curricular informative exploration that students enjoyed immensely. 
 

 
 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
As cliché as the term “new normal'' is, WMRHS recently had a little of the “old normal.” Students and staff 
engaged in two annual activities while following COVID protocols. In a year full of can’ts, this was a chance 
to show students that they still can.  
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On February 5th, WMRHS students and staff participated in the annual Penguin Plunge. Instead of heading 
to Hampton Beach, the team gathered outside the high school to “plunge” down a water slide into a small 
pool. Participants were sprayed with super soakers or doused with buckets. WMRHS plungers raised over 
$4,000 for Special Olympics of New Hampshire.  
 
Just prior to February break, students had the opportunity to participate in some Winter Carnival 
activities. Class advisers and class leaders took on the challenge of creating safe and fun activities for the 
students to participate in. Students were able to get outside for snowshoe races, ski races, and a scavenger 
hunt while others participated in socially distanced indoor activities including an egg toss, cornhole, and 
charades. Those who chose not to participate were able to head outside to watch outdoor events or watch 
gym events from their flexes. 
 
WMRHS would like to thank all of their students, staff, and the greater community for their support and 
participation. Providing some “normalcy” to this hybrid school year by giving students an opportunity to 
participate and attend traditional activities is paramount to the work done by the faculty and staff of 
White Mountains. This is SPARTA!  

 


