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At Lancaster Elementary School 
Kindergarten has been working so hard and learning so much during these first two quarters. They just 
finished the first round of NWEA testing and as a fun reward, they had a snowman building contest 
challenge! They each built their own snowman in the soccer field. They could use only materials found 
along the trail and in the field. They could make their snowmen as big or small as they wanted and could 
use as many materials as they wanted. First, they talked about how to build a snowman and what step to 
start with. Next, they planned out on paper what they wanted their snowmen to look like. Students had 
to brainstorm what kind of materials they would find outside and decide how they wanted to include 
them on their snowmen. The students came up with so many creative ideas! Once outside, it was amazing 
to see how the students naturally adjusted their plans based on what they found or what else they 
discovered they wanted to use. The challenge was successful and many memories were made!   
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
As the first semester wrapped up, students at WMRHS in sophomore seminar finished up a unit on Ted 
Talks. Each student recorded a three-minute segment in the style of an authentic Ted Talk, focusing on 
an “Idea Worth Spreading.”  
 
Some of the topics included: “How Can There Be When There Isn’t?,”  “I’m Gay, So What?,” “The 
Creativity Complex,” and some heady topics like, “What Does It Mean to Be” or “Becoming Tolerant of 
Trans Identities through Knowledge.”  
 
Prior to presentations, students completed research, worked with partners, and recorded multiple takes 
of their Ted Talks. Some students included background music and prompts. During the presentation, Ms. 
Ainsworth, Ms. Campbell, Ms. Mayne, Ms. LaBounty, Mr. Lantz, and Mr. Pat Carr acted as a live 
audience providing feedback and participating in a group discussion.  
 

 


