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At Whitefield Elementary School 
Last week, WES completed the State Assessment tests in ELA, Math, and Science for in-building grades 
three through five; the remote cohort is testing this week. This assessment will provide important 
information on the impact that instructional practices and interruptions have had over the past year or 
so. Preparation for the test required flexibility in the use of space, time, and personnel. Although only 
third through eighth graders tested, the impact is building-wide with some slight schedule changes in 
Unified Arts or with the timing or location of recesses. Contrary to what might have been seen in reaction 
to both the demands of testing and scheduling, WES saw a rally and supportive gestures across the 
building. In general, students responded well to the testing demands and environment. Many expressed 
an optimistic perspective. Most finished tired, but optimistic with their performance. Outside of the third 
through eighth grades, many of the K-2 classes adopted a testing grade and made pretest visits to drop 
off snacks and encouraging notes. They helped by making their way through the hallways quietly and 
doing their part to put WES’s best foot forward. SAS testing can be a burden on the system, but the data 
it provides is valuable and the opportunity for students to practice Thinking, Connection, and Contribution 
in a real way is just as valuable.   
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
Students at LES also spent the week of May 10-14th taking the Statewide Assessment System 
assessment. New Hampshire students participate in the NH SAS, the general statewide assessment, for 
English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, and Science in the following grades and content areas: 
 

• Grades 3-8 students are assessed in ELA and Mathematics 
• Grades 5, 8, and 11 students are assessed in Science 

Statewide assessments are an important part of a student’s core educational program by providing: 

• An evaluation of student mastery of content and skills in various academic areas 
• Serve as one tool for measuring the degree to which students are on track to graduate high 

school and are college- and career-ready 
• Help inform future instruction in the classroom 

Families will be receiving students’ scores before the end of the school year. 

At White Mountains Regional High School 
WMRHS is happy to announce the resurrection of a student led newspaper: The Spartan Sun Times. 
Produced largely during Block Six Journalism class, students are involved in every step of the publishing 
process, participating in edit meetings, gathering sources and photography, and working on design and 
formatting elements. Although the paper is currently published using Google Docs, Journalism students 
are excited to research other budget friendly options for the paper. Over the years, newspapers at 
WMRHS have come and gone due to budget cuts and scheduling student and faculty. They are excited to 
see the return of a print publication on campus. Students are hopeful that the paper will be published 
monthly and distributed both within the school and the district. The paper will include editorials, current 
news on a national and local level, and some excellent student photography along with horoscopes and 
upcoming events! 
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