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At Whitefield Elementary School 
During the recent remote snow day on February 2nd, WES physical education classes in 1st, 2nd, 
4th, and 5th grades took part in a health themed Jeopardy parody game. The game had 
categories including: hydration, nutrition, the human body, and COVID-19. Mr. McBride, the 
WES physical education teacher, used an online soundboard to add game show sound effects 
like crowd cheering and laughter, a ding/buzzer for correct answers, and game show themed 
music. Mr. McBride used an online resource to create a realistic looking Jeopardy board so 
students were able to see questions and answers. 
 
Students were divided into two different teams and each student received a few questions to 
answer to earn points for their team. Mr. McBride dressed up as a game show host and tried his 
best to act like a game show host. “I was excited to try to do something different as this was my 
first time teaching a remote class,” McBride said. He added, “the kids seemed to enjoy it and I 
found myself having an absolute blast while doing it.”   
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
It’s that time of year again when the Lancaster MathCounts team competes in the Chapter 
Competition! This year, with all that is going on, they were not able to hold regular competitions 
with the other schools, so they had virtual meetings with their competitors and completed practice 
tests. They are, however, still participating in the Chapter and (potentially) the State meet, but 
these will be done 100% remotely. This way, the students still get to compete and further their 
education in math. They will participate in the sprint rounds and the target round. They are not 
doing the team portion of the competition this year so the test should last around 90 minutes. 
There are 3 ladies from the Lancaster School competing this year: one in 7th grade and two in 8th 
grade. Please wish them luck as they embark on their journey! 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
In the fall of 2019, Shane MacElhiney wrote about a nascent partnership that math and science 
teachers were exploring with the organization What IF Math to help them to more effectively and 
strategically use spreadsheets in the curriculum. Currently, several WMRHS teachers are 
participating in a multisession collaboration with What IF Math and with teachers from other 
New Hampshire schools to advance this initiative. 
 
Their visioning and work to advance spreadsheets as a fundamental teaching learning tool has 
evolved since 2019, including the advancement of a double block Math-Science curriculum built 
on the premise that students build math knowledge and skills best in the context of real 
application. However, of greatest note, math and science teachers were given a directive to 
rethink and redesign the entire math curriculum for the 2022 school year. Their work with What 
IF Math and other schools this winter will help them to envision how data analysis and 
spreadsheets will play a primary role in the teaching and learning of math at WMRHS. 
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Mr. McElhiney notes that as he writes this blurb, “I am also reading the findings from my 11th 
and 12th grade Statistics student’s research projects. Given ownership over their projects, they 
tackled interesting questions, based on topics ranging from the extent to which students are 
following CDC Covid guidelines outside of school and student motivation during hybrid learning 
to a longitudinal study of WMRHS SAT and PSAT trends, social justice issues, and ‘school 
spirit.’ Their work reveals to me how much they have learned by using spreadsheets to wrestle 
with raw data, while also inspiring me to envision how much farther they can go if they have 
access to these opportunities earlier in their math learning.” 
 

 


