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At Lancaster Elementary School 
Happy Spring from the “mobile music room” at Lancaster Elementary! This month, students in 
Kindergarten through third grade have been increasing their knowledge of musical notation, instrument 
families, and learning about the musical traditions of Ireland. Additionally, students in second and third 
grade have been exploring the Google Chrome Music Lab, using some of the available experiments to 
compose their own short pieces. Students can demonstrate what they know using the Kandinsky 
experiment or the Song Maker!  
 
Students in fourth grade have been continuing their studies of musical notation, along with learning and 
performing a song that describes the details surrounding the mystery of the Bugbee/Towne murders that 
scandalized the town of Lancaster over one hundred and forty years ago.  
 
Middle School students at LES have been using Soundtrap to create their own soundtracks to specific 
movie clips. Later this spring, they will be using the program to compose their own projects with a partner 
to add their own accompaniments to clips of their choice. These clips can be from movies, TV shows, 
commercials, anything that the students can think of! 
  
At White Mountains Regional High School 
The season of Advanced Placement is has arrived! High schools worldwide are gearing up for the month-
long extravaganza when Advanced Placement (AP) exams will be given to sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors (as well as the occasional gifted freshman). There are 34 different AP exams offered world-wide 
such as Chinese Language and Culture, Music Theory, and three different courses in Physics. This year, 
due to the ongoing Covid situation, College Board, the organization that administers the exams, is offering 
additional options for students in order to make the exams more accessible for those in challenging 
educational situations. These include additional exam dates as well as a choice between digital and paper 
options. 
 
WMRHS will be offering AP English Literature and Composition, AP Spanish Literature and Culture, AP 
United States History, AP Calculus, AP Statistics, AP World History, AP Environmental Science, AP U.S. 
Government and Politics, and AP English Language and Composition. These high-stakes exams run around 
3 hours with very little in the way of breaks. They are scored on a scale of 1 – 5, with a 5 considered 
‘Extremely Well Qualified’, 4 considered ‘Well Qualified’ and 3, the lowest passing grade, earning a 
‘Qualified’ designation. 
 
While these exams are intense and require considerable preparation, the payoff can be substantial. Many 
colleges and universities will accept scores of 3 or better and students earning those grades can have their 
AP classes accepted for college credit creating a welcome savings in time and money. Hard working 
Spartans have earned up to 30 credits in the past, so the value can be very tangible. 
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Students at WMRHS have been working very hard for success in these classes; some of them beginning in 
August before school officially began in September. WMRHS wishes them the best of luck when test-
taking time arrives and are poised to congratulate them when their scores return. 
 

 


