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At Whitefield Elementary School 
WES has been fortunate to have a number of on-site and virtual visits this year in lieu of the traditional 
field trip. The concept of the field trip, in its purest form, is to conduct observations and research and to 
gather data outside of the classroom to confirm or extend learning. In elementary and middle school, the 
practice is broad and encompasses everything from a trip to celebrate the end of eight grade to visits to 
sites of historic or scientific interest. In general, at WES, the goal of a field trip is to enrich learning and 
bridge the gap between a skill or concept and its real-world application. Most recently, the Kindergarten 
classes were visited by Squam Lakes Science for a program called Fur, Feathers & Scales. The naturalists 
brought live mammals, birds, and reptiles for students to observe and practice sorting and classification 
skills they learned in the classroom to uncover similarities and differences between the animals, how they 
live, and what they need to survive. The initial excitement of seeing the animals evolved into thinking, 
questioning, and discussions by students that will strengthen what they learned through shared readings 
over the course of the last weeks. As WES has emerged from COVID restrictions, they expect to venture 
back out into “the field,” but as with many strategies they’ve adopted this year, having a visitor at school 
to bring the field to them is a powerful learning strategy for their toolbox. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
On Friday, May 28th, Brian "Boo" Matson came to the Lancaster School and spoke with the students in 3rd 
and 5th grades. He explained why Memorial Day is celebrated and gave details about the difference 
between Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day. Many students asked him about his service in the Army and 
what it was like being overseas fighting for Iraq's freedom after 9/11. He talked about the five branches 
of the military and why he picked the Army. The students asked him what his job was in the Army, which 
was providing transportation to different bases of troops and supplies. The students and staff were 
grateful that Mr. Matson took the time to help the students at LES have a better appreciation for the 
Memorial Day holiday. 

 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
What a year it has been! When school started in September it seemed at times like we would never make 
it to Christmas Vacation let alone June. Now here we are with graduation this Friday, June 11th at 6:00pm. 
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Even with all the changes and pivots that needed to happen in order for us to get here, graduation itself 
will look about as traditional this year as it has in the past.  
 
This week is all about the Class of 2021. From Class Night and a carnival ending with a drive-in movie on 
Tuesday, Scholarships/Awards Night on Thursday, and then Senior Breakfast to kick off Friday morning, 
WMRHS is focused on making Senior Week as traditional as possible. Students will be celebrated 
throughout the week for their hard work over the past four years of high school ending with the outdoor 
(weather permitting) graduation ceremony overlooking the mountains on Friday evening. This event is a 
celebration not just for the students’ accomplishments, but for their families and the community as a 
whole. The old adage of “it takes a village…” seems to ring truer this year as they navigated COVID to make 
it here.  
 
From WMRHS Principal Mr. Jacob Hess to the Class of 2021: “it sure hasn’t been the year we all imagined 
but we sure did make the best of it. And now, congratulations on your next adventures, whatever they 
may be. You may now all be graduates but remember, you will always be Spartans. “ 
 


