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At Whitefield Elementary School 
Annually, the week before April vacation, 7th and 8th grade students at WES embark on a theme week 
and celebrate with a culminating STEM event. This year, the focus is ‘Sports and the Brain.’ On Thursday, 
April 23rd, students took a virtual field trip to The New England Patriots’ Hall of Fame to compete in their 
helmet design challenge. Friday, the Whitefield and Lancaster Fire Departments brought the ladder truck 
to test the helmet designs students created to protect an egg. 
 
Throughout the week, students wrote argumentative essays expressing their opinion on “Should extreme 
sports be banned?” in ELA with Ms. Michelle Cote. The 1st Annual Desmos Linear Olympics took place in 
Math with Mrs. Janine Holmes. Each student represented a country, real or fictional, and competed to 
earn medals in nine virtual events: battle boats, archery, bikes, aviation, space invaders, football, 
basketball, golf, and marble slides. In Social Studies with Mr. Andrew Munroe, students took a deep dive 
into the history of the Olympic Games, with a two-part project including researching ancient (7th grade) 
or modern (8th grade) Olympic Games, followed by an inquiry project on an area of personal sports 
interest. Human brain anatomy, function, and injuries were explored in Science with Mrs. Amanda 
Garneau, as students prepared to protect their eggs using the engineering design process. Upon return to 
school, students will analyze the damage and calculate the force at which the eggs hit the ground. 
 
The Whitefield and Lancaster Fire Departments have once helped to create an egg-citing event for these 
students! 
 

 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
The Unified Arts team consists of art, music, physical education, and media. Now that LES has returned to 
in-person learning five days a week, they shall be on a two-week rotating Unified Arts schedule. The team 
looks forward to seeing all students, in person, once again.  
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The media program continues with coding and information sources and evaluation. Students in grades 
two through eight are using Code.org units and courses as a part of the media program, while younger 
students are using reliable information sources in the content areas to fact check information that they 
read in books or view online. Middle school students are also encouraged to use reliable sources of 
information to look beyond the headlines or in film in order to discern facts, point of view, and bias in 
information. Younger students are viewing information sources online and listening to and discussing 
books from online sources. 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
April 22nd 1970 marks the birth of the modern environmental movement. There was a call to action for 
education, awareness, and change to revitalize our planet’s health. Earth Day gave a voice to the millions 
of people who held concerns for our planet, planting a seed for regulation that helps maintain a healthy 
environment today, such as the Environmental Protection Agency, Clean Water Act, and Endangered 
Species Act. In 1990, Earth Day went global, mobilizing many countries to join in the movement. 
 
A group at WMRHS has been inspired to educate, spread awareness, and make change within their local 
community. These students call themselves the Society of Sustainable Spartans. Founded in 2019, the 
group quickly established goals around waste reduction and energy conservation, and focused on a 
transition to renewable energy. The club has set into motion plans for more efficient lighting within the 
district, the possibility of solar panels, and collected waste generation data. During the week of April 19th-
23rd, SOSS planned an Earth Week at WMRHS in celebration of Earth Day and environmental activism. 
Activities for the week included student made videos, environmental trivia, environmental pledges, a 
repurposed book swap, a sustainability board, and a raffle of sustainable prizes such as local food gift 
certificates, homemade napkins, a reusable water bottle, and more!  
 
Despite a busy year for WMRHS, these students are determined to make a difference and make their 
school more sustainable and a role model for the community. Happy Earth Day Spartan Community! 

 


