
  
 

14 King Square Whitefield, NH 03598                   Phone: (603) 837.9363 Fax: (603) 837.2326 

 

WMRSD Leaders and Learners – Your Community Connection 
White Mountains Regional School District 

Issue 14 – January 8, 2021 

At Lancaster Elementary School 
Library Media Studies have taken on a new look this year.  Instead of an emphasis on research 
and writing, students are learning to code using the website Code.org. In the age of COVID-19, 
as well as a new schedule for unified arts, coding offers students continuous lessons that 
prepare them for programming and computer science in the years to come. Students in grade 4 
were the first to begin the program, followed by grade 3 and middle school. In November, 
grade 2 began their introduction to coding. Those students who learn at home are also a part of 
the LES coding community and meet virtually by grade level on Wednesdays. 
Research and writing have not been abandoned. When safe and practicable to do so, they will 
return to the curriculum. This is simply the best time to introduce coding to the information 
science curriculum. 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
Despite the difficulties this year has presented teaching through the pandemic, it is invigorating 
to be back in school and learning alongside students how to navigate these uncharted waters. 
The Humanities 9 team has worked to develop a hybrid curriculum that is rigorous and inquiry-
based. Humanities is a blend of English and Social Studies that teaches students to think deeply 
and analytically about major themes while acquiring skills that can be transferred beyond the 
classroom. Humanities 9 is anchored in the theme of identity, which students explore through 
three lenses: individual, community, and global, while tackling topics such as racial injustice, 
climate change, activism, and others.  
 
Teachers recently gave students a survey to gather feedback on the content and learning 
activities completed thus far. The results showed that 55% of students viewed themselves as 
improving in their reading skills, 93% thought they improved in writing, 75% in speaking, and 
87% in research. Students overwhelmingly stated they most enjoyed the choice inquiry projects 
and structured class discussions. One student said, “I personally love our humanities class! I 
think that there are a lot of different opportunities to learn our version of a topic that interests 
us instead of following a specific plan. This class has gotten me to open up more and really 
participate with my own opinions and views.” This course gives students autonomy over their 
learning and enables them to see themselves as strong and capable learners who are gaining 
knowledge and skills without needing someone else to tell them they are improving.  

 


