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At Whitefield Elementary School 
Last week focused on how WES elementary students and teachers are learning to be Connected within 
the mitigated school environments. This week focuses on middle schoolers. This fall, the reopening plans 
and instructional models created some roadblocks, but where there is a will, there is a way. The online 
environment is like a second skin to many students, given their social media presence, gaming, and overall 
comfort with Google, so the virtual instructional world did not require as much of a learning curve. The 
physically distanced in-school model and lack of social mixing was a huge change, however opportunities 
to learn the skills that create healthy connections are still embedded in the day.  
 
Like elementary students, middle schoolers start each day with an advisory period that fosters 
interpersonal interactions, teaches, models, and practices active listening, identification of 
commonalities, appreciation of differences, dynamic verbal and non-verbal communication, and 
community building. The fact that the group is together all day fosters both emotional bonding and the 
need to learn and practice tolerance, problem solving, and conflict resolution. The 100% remote cohort 
gathers as an entire group, since physical distancing is not needed. This facilitated meeting allows for the 
same skill development, only in a more diverse group. 
 
Middle schoolers have been fortunate to have the opportunity to reconnect and develop new connections 
through athletics and co-curricular clubs. These are important venues to practice the skills they have 
learned in advisories and throughout their development. Goal oriented tasks that require collaboration 
and cooperation foster connections between students, with staff, and with the community. Many of our 
FCCLA projects have a community service component; NJHS has a strong civic engagement expectation 
and student council helps connect students with their school. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
LES would like to congratulate their 3rd graders for completing their first writing excerpt of the year! 
Throughout the last few weeks, these hard working 3rd graders have been developing their first narrative 
writing piece. Students thought back to an experience that they had with friends or family that they felt 
comfortable sharing with others. Once they had settled on their main idea, teaching staff worked with 
them to “show, not tell” their stories by including details of the location, real conversations, and how 
things felt, smelled, or tasted. After a few drafts and working diligently for weeks, many of the students 
were comfortable sharing their story with others. This past week, LES had a Writer’s Celebration where 
students presented their wonderful stories to their peers.  
 
In addition to completing their first writing excerpt, these spectacular 3rd graders are on the cusp of 
completing their first science unit on weather and climate. At this point, many of the students can identify 
different types of clouds and make predictions of the weather using their knowledge of specific clouds 
and the observed wind direction. To close out the unit, the students will be planning and creating their 
very own “flood proof” homes which will be completed before the holiday break.  
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At White Mountains Regional High School 
Welcome back to the Spartan Learning Commons! For a third year, all students attending White 
Mountains Regional High School have access to three classrooms designed specifically to help 
students achieve academic success in both traditional and non-traditional learning 
environments. Each classroom houses different areas of assistance, all geared towards one 
common goal – student success. 
 
Commons 118, once again directed by Mike Curtis and Lisa Daigle, offers a structured non-
traditional learning environment known as the Future’s Program. The program offers extended 
learning opportunities to earn credit through various avenues which include internships, 
independent studies, VLACS, Odysseyware for credit recovery, and the IMPAACT program, as 
well as freshman transition programs and iTutor.  
 
Commons 116 and 117 continue to offer additional support with assignments and tests in a 
one-on-one or small group instructional setting. The Commons 116, once more coordinated by 
Beth Lufkin and Beth Ridley, offers a space for assigned students to receive instruction with a 
focus on math and English. Mary Rodrigues and George Carter lead the instruction and 
academic learning in Commons 117 – an area for students to acquire academic and executive 
functioning skillsets that are necessary beyond high school. 
 
The Spartan Learning Commons is an area open for all WMRHS students to come for help with 
assignments, to take tests, read in a quiet environment, explore their passions, and talk to 
caring educators in a safe, engaging environment. The Spartans Learning Commons staff service 
over 300 students in grades 9-12, both remote learners and those attending in person, 
throughout the school year. 

 


