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At Whitefield Elementary School 
Last Friday, WES completed the first quarter of the 20-21 school year and they are incredibly proud of the 
efforts of their students, staff, and families to reach that benchmark. COVID required adjustments to so 
many aspects of school and the supportive response from all has been what has allowed them to meet 
with success. Every day poses challenges, old and new, to everyone, but as a community, they have been 
troubleshooting them together and kept things moving forward. Throughout, they have talked about 
building fluency in protocols so as to allow them to refocus efforts on academics and it is encouraging to 
walk around the building and see many examples of that. They have gathered some good baseline data 
about student proficiency in Math and ELA to help guide instructional decisions. The youngest students 
are participating in early literacy lessons and math lessons through balanced literacy lessons, Fundations, 
and BRIDGES while also making beautiful pieces of art and engaging in more PE learning than ever before.  
At the middle elementary level and middle school level, developmentally appropriate math lessons, 
argumentative writing pieces, and literature studies are happening just like they would during any 
November. Intense humanities discussions are happening online and co-curricular clubs are just starting 
to kick off. The business of education is continuing; it looks different, but they have built the mitigation 
fluency needed to concentrate on the academics everyone values. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
In Ms. Underwood’s STEM class, 5th and 6th students have been learning about the Scientific Method and 
the Engineering Design Process. Students used simulations on their Chromebooks to make observations, 
learn about the differences between independent and dependent variables in experiments, learn how to 
write a hypothesis, and most important of all, have FUN!!  
In Mr. Dupont’s Social Studies classes, the 5th and 6th graders have been learning about the United States 
Election process. They covered topics such as the Electoral College, the requirements to run for President, 
balloting options, this year’s candidates, and the importance of campaigning. The students have 
participated in many critical thinking questions such as “if you could design a new White House what 
would it look like?” and “should we continue using the Electoral College?” The unit culminated with an in-
school Election on Nov. 5th. 
In Ms. Belanger’s Language Arts classes, the 5th and 6th graders have been working on the topics of novel 
studies, narrative writing, story elements, and story vocabulary. The students have also been participating 
in student-lead novel groups. They’re doing a great job with their personal narrative writings and 
interactive notebooks.  
In math with Mrs. Eich, 5th graders have been exploring calculating volume and surface area of rectangular 
prisms through the lens of a baseball company called “Brad’s Baseballs.” Lessons focued on dimensions, 
designing boxes to fit a set of constraints, and calculating surface area and volume.  
   
6th graders have been working through finding the greatest common factor, least common multiple, prime 
factorizations, divisibility rules, and more. The culminating piece of the unit was completed via Google 
Meet with great success in the form of an “escape house,” where each room had groups solving math 
questions from the unit. 
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At White Mountains Regional High School 
Within this time of COVID, people are struggling to connect with each other. All the actions that protect 
us from the virus also decimate interpersonal lives. So what happens in school, where personal 
connection is paramount to success? 
In pre-COVID days, a teacher’s best method of avoiding daily chaos with 20+ students in a room is to 
have a personal connection with each one. The foundation for these connections is constructed on the 
first day, and then building continues all year. Smiles, laughter, side conversations about hobbies or 
interests, silly jokes, and genuine encouragement are a teacher’s bread and butter for gaining the trust 
of each pupil. But what happens when faces are half covered and students are just tiny images on a 
Zoom meeting screen?  
The answer: typing. Although verbal communication has been curtailed, there’s still plenty of 
opportunity to create connection through hundreds (yes, hundreds) of messages sent to each individual 
student. Emails. Google Hangouts. Zoom chat. And, of course, copious feedback on their writing.   
All students benefit from this, but the most pleasant surprise remote teaching has brought is the change 
in the “quiet kids;” the ones who averted their eyes and prayed not to be called on when teachers asked 
a question. Non-verbal communication is in their wheelhouse and they are shining! It turns out they 
really have a lot to say when they can do it electronically, and their comments have brought a richness 
to their classes that was missing before. 

 


