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At Whitefield Elementary School 
This week, we take a day out of the year to give thanks. Many will travel to spend Thanksgiving 
day with family and some have adopted a relatively new Friendsgiving gathering as well. Whoever 
you spend time with, it is an opportunity to stop and reflect on what we are thankful for. At WES 
we are reflecting on things that we are thankful for as well. You may have seen the Thankful Tree 
that students and staff are contributing to. Using colorful autumn leaves, a small message of 
thanks is written and placed on the tree. Everything from family members, to personal health, 
friends, pets, and servicemen and women are represented on the tree. Some have much to be 
thankful for and some struggle during challenging times. For the latter, our community plays an 
amazing role and we'd like to take a minute to say thank you. Over the past few months WES has 
been the recipient of much generosity. The initiation of the Food Pantry, school supply donations 
from local businesses, churches, and organizations, winter clothing from The Secret Sock 
Society, and financial donations from The Lion's Club go directly to meeting basic needs of 
students. Contributions and support of fundraisers, raffles, Toys for Tots, The Giving Tree, 
Snowsports Sponsorship, Rec Program Scholarships, Book Fair, and PTO events fund 
enrichment opportunities and ensure that children get to experience the joys of the season. 
Volunteers who help out in classrooms and on field trips and partnerships with community 
organizations and business allow us to run our day smoothly and offer unique learning 
opportunities for students. There are so many examples of Connection and Contributors in our 
larger community and WES is truly thankful for your support our students and staff. From our 
family to yours, Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
In Mr. Houle’s fourth grade Social Studies class, the students started the year off with a unit on 
our state symbols. Our state symbols represent who we are and what is important to our state. 
The students used their New Hampshire Our Home books and some information found online to 
identify twenty different symbols. Students were given a packet with the different symbols and the 
students had to sketch a picture, color it in, and write at least three facts about the symbol.  
Students have done this in the past, but this year they added an extra layer to the project which 
included their art class. After the students finished their sketches, they used them to create 3-D 
models out of clay. 
This was a process which took three extra art classes to complete. First the kids used colored 
modeling clay to practice making the form of the symbol they chose. After the practice piece, 
students started working with stoneware clay. The stoneware clay figures had to be put into a kiln. 
The kiln is like a giant oven that gets up to 1,300 degrees Fahrenheit. This process keeps the 
figure’s shape by making the clay solid. 
The students then glazed their pieces. This makes the piece waterproof and gives it color. When 
the elements in the glaze are exposed to the high heat, the reaction is what causes the color to 
change and give it that smooth, glassy finish. 
The class ended up with some pretty cool models. There was a Red-spotted Newt (State 
Amphibian), White-Tailed Deer (State Animal), Purple Finch (State Bird), Chinook (State Dog), 
and a Pumpkin (State Fruit) among other symbols of this great state. 
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At White Mountains Regional High School 
On November 7th, White Mountains Regional High School held its 6th annual “I am College 
Bound” - College Application Day. The purpose of this program is to increase the number of 
students who pursue post-secondary education by inviting students to apply to at least one 
school with the support of high school staff and local higher education professionals. On this 
day the application fee is waived for all New Hampshire colleges and universities. Through this 
experience students gain more confidence in their application process and are more likely to 
apply to additional schools. This year 50 high schools all over New Hampshire participated in 
assisting over 2,000 students apply to college.  
At WMRHS, College Application Day is filled with fun music, energizing food, college swag, and 
raffles. We had three local college and university volunteers from Plymouth and Southern New 
Hampshire University to help guide our students through the application process. They also 
helped draw raffle winners. As part of our tradition, every time a student applies to a college or 
university, we ring the cowbell and have the student hang up the college banner. Throughout 
the course of the day 35 seniors applied to 131 colleges and universities! That is a lot of 
cowbell. At the very end of the day we raffled off a $500 scholarship - this year’s winner was 
Makenzie Treamer! She hopes to study Radiology at NHTI. 
 

 


