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ESSA 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed into office by President Obama on 
December 10th, 2015. As indicated by Frank Edelblut, Commissioner of the NH Department of 
Education, “The Plan outlines a comprehensive accountability system designed to focus on 
student growth and academic achievement working toward college and career readiness.” 
Students are encouraged to follow a path of strong academic growth as measured by their 
attainment of at least two of the following goals: completion of a NH Scholars program; a “C” or 
better in a dual enrollment course; SAT/ACT scores meeting or exceeding the college ready 
benchmarks; a score of 3 or better on an AP exam, earning an industry-recognized CTE 
credential; scoring at least level III on the Armed Forces Qualifying Test; and successful 
completion of the ACT National Career Readiness Certificate.  
White Mountains Regional HS offers multiple pathways for students to accomplish college and 
career readiness, and as a direct result encourages students to achieve at least three of the 
above goals. Of the graduating class of 2019, 71.6% successfully obtained two or more goals, 
while 45.68% obtained three or more goals. With a more focused effort, WMRHS is working on 
producing graduates who are better prepared for the next phase of their lives.  
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
There is no doubt Lancaster Elementary School is a great place to be. Whether you are in 
Preschool or 8th grade, Lancaster Elementary School is special to all students. One of the 
greatest values taught here is respect. Chris Dupont’s 5th grade class of 16 students is no 
exception. With Veteran’s Day on the horizon, Mr. Dupont’s class thought it would be special to 
honor our courageous Veterans from around our local area and afar. Each student in Mr. Dupont’s 
class was given a pendant template to complete with a Veteran’s name on it. Veteran’s chosen 
for the project ranged anywhere from a family member, to a family friend who once served. Once 
each student chose a Veteran to honor, they put the Veterans name on the pendant and colored 
them in a color scheme of their choosing. They turned out beautiful! We had Veterans who served 
from the Air Force, Navy, Army, Coast Guard, Military Nurses, Marines and other military services. 
Once these decorated pendants were complete, our idea was to hang them around the room. 
However, our plans changed for the better when the other 2 fifth grade classrooms (Ms. 
Belanger’s and Ms. Parson’s) class wanted to partake and design their pendants as well. We now 
have a beautiful wall coming down our 4-5 wing of the school honoring our Veteran’s and their 
service. The students are so proud of their creation. Please remember to take time not only this 
month, but every day to thank a Veteran for the services they gave this wonderful country! 
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At White Mountains Regional High School 
White Mountains Regional High School just finished up a successful fall with a number of our 
athletic teams making the playoffs. Both our girls and boys soccer teams had a nice season 
making it to the first round of the playoffs in Division III. We welcomed Andy Cliché aboard this 
season as our varsity boys soccer coach. They had a solid season and we look forward to 
seeing him develop the boys soccer program. Our girls soccer program had a strong turnout 
again this season with strong senior leadership. The field hockey program numbers continue to 
build and beat rival Berlin for the first time in many years at homecoming! Our cross country 
team recently competed at the state championship at Derryfield Park in Manchester where 
several Spartan runners recorded their personal best. The Spartan golf team had a strong 
season finishing with a 14-6 record. Both Jack Curtis and Karter Deming went on to compete at 
the NHIAA Individual Golf Championship. Lastly, our bass fishing team completed its third 
season under new volunteer coach Randy Stewart. It is always a great day for the team when 
they can get out on the water!  As we wrap up our fall season, we look forward to the large 
number of Middle School athletes who participate on our field hockey, boys and girls soccer 
teams to be joining us next year as freshmen to continue to help build our programs.   
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