
  
 

14 King Square Whitefield, NH 03598                   Phone: (603) 837.9363 Fax: (603) 837.2326 

 

WMRSD Leaders and Learners – Your Community Connection 
White Mountains Regional School District 

Issue 15 – December 12, 2019 

At Whitefield Elementary School 
As we prepare for the holiday break and the new year, we at WES are reflecting on things that 
we are thankful for. In November, you may have seen the Thankful Tree that students and staff 
were contributing to. Using colorful autumn leaves, a small message of thanks is written and 
placed on the tree. Everything from family members, to personal health, friends, pets, and 
servicemen and women are represented on the tree. Some have much to be thankful for and 
some struggle during challenging times. For the latter, our community plays an amazing role and 
we'd like to take a minute to say thank you. Over the past few months, WES has been the recipient 
of much generosity. The initiation of the Food Pantry, school supply donations from local 
businesses, churches, and organizations, winter clothing from The Secret Sock Society, and 
financial donations from The Lion's Club go directly to meeting basic needs of students. 
Contributions and support of fundraisers, raffles, Toys for Tots, The Giving Tree, Snowsports 
Sponsorship, Rec Program Scholarships, Book Fair, and PTO events fund enrichment 
opportunities and ensure that children get to experience the joys of the season. Volunteers who 
help out on committees, supporting in classrooms and on field trips, and partnerships with 
community organizations and businesses allows us to run our day smoothly and offer unique 
learning opportunities for students. There are so many examples of Connection and Contributors 
in our larger community and WES is truly thankful for your support of our students and staff. From 
our family to yours, Happy Holidays. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
The 24 Game is a math card game in which students must make the number 24 from the four 
numbers shown on the card. Addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division can be used. All 
four numbers on the card must be used, but each number can be used only once. For example, 
a card with the numbers: 1, 7, 3, and 4 could have the following possible solution: (3x7)+(4-
1)=24. The game challenges students to develop accuracy with basic math facts, as well as 
quick thinking and problem solving. The game is an easy way to encourage students to practice 
their math facts and develop automaticity.  
On Thursday, December 19th, Lancaster Elementary School will be having its 5th annual “24 
Tournament.” The tournament will take place in the school gymnasium. Participants in the 
competition are students in grades 5 through 8. These competitors have ranked in the top 8 for 
their grade level following in-class tournaments that have taken place in previous weeks. 
Teachers have worked to develop brackets and a sequence of rounds to identify the winner 
from the 32 finalists.  
The tournament is attended by the Lancaster Elementary School staff, students of all grade 
levels, and the parents of our 32 competitors. It is a fast-paced and exciting event, as well as a 
fun way to engage the whole school community in mathematics! 
 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
Growing poinsettias has become a tradition for the WMRHS Agricultural Science CTE program. 
The course grows poinsettias to help students cover the business and entrepreneurial 
competencies required. This year, the students ordered 282 pre-finished poinsettias in October 
and grew them through December. When ordered as pre-finished plants, they come about 4 
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inches tall, uniformly green in color. During the three months in which they are cared for in the 
on-site greenhouse, the plants grow about 12+ inches and turn a variety of colors as they move 
through their different growth phases.  
For the 2019 school year, students were tasked to put on the hat of a greenhouse manager. 
They determined maximum growing capacity of the school greenhouse by making a floor plan 
which demonstrated spacing calculations. In addition, students made a “how-to” growing guide, 
designed marketing posters for end sales, utilized spreadsheets for financial tracking, measured 
weekly growth heights and graphed the data, and wrote emails to business owners. To 
conclude the project, they archived their work in a style of their choice. In addition to the project 
components, students grew their leadership, collaboration, and entrepreneurial skills.  
The poinsettias went on sale the week before Thanksgiving and will continue to be sold up until 
Christmas. Over this time period, students will work sales tables and assist with deliveries to 
local business partners in the North Country. Having the ability to work with local vendors and 
businesses to create real world learning opportunities creates lasting memories and educational 
opportunities for students.  
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