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At Whitefield Elementary School 
The boys and girls basketball teams have been practicing for a few weeks now and have a couple 
of games under their belts. The season really kicks into high gear now that the holidays are over. 
WES will host nine home games over the next month and we would like to extend an invitation to 
our families and communities to join us in cheering on the Pirates. The schedule can be found on 
the Athletics page from the District website; however, we will be hosting home games on January 
17th, 21st, 27th, and 31st and February 4th and 11th. Girls games tip off at 4:00 pm, boys at 5:15 pm, 
and admission is free. Concessions are available and our spirit squad provides half-time 
entertainment. Wear your Pirate spirit gear and join the fun. Pirate Pride! 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
There are some exciting new designs in the hallways at the Lancaster Elementary School. On 
December 30, a group of staff came together to paint sensory pathways in a couple hallways at 
the school. What are sensory pathways, you wonder? A sensory path is a colorful, creative, and 
playful way for kids to build sensory pathways - connections in the brain that are responsible for 
sight, touch, sound, etc., which enable kids to complete complex, multi-stage tasks. Sensory 
paths let young students hop or tip-toe over floors or lean into walls with their hands. The paths 
painted include marching along with ants, tiptoeing along a snake, side jumping along footprints, 
or jumping on some logs. The walls have paw prints to help students know where to put their 
hands for wall push-ups. What a great addition to the hallways at Lancaster Elementary School - 
the students are loving them! A shout out to the System of Care Grant for their continued support 
in funding materials for these projects at LES!  
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At White Mountains Regional High School 
The first annual White Mountains Vocal Festival, held last April, brought together 100 music 
students in grades 3-12 from LES, WES, and WMRHS to sing together as one district choir. Held 
in the WMRHS auditorium, the standing-room-only audience received musical performances by 
each vocal group individually, with a truly grand finale of a prepared piece which all students sang 
together.  
This year, the White Mountains Vocal Festival was planned as a winter event on January 14th. In 
preparation, LES and WES Choruses took field trips to rehearse at WMRHS with both of Sparta’s 
high school vocal groups, Elements of Sound, and the Spartones. On concert night, each of the 
vocal groups performed a sampling of their own prepared pieces and then sang in the tri-school 
choir finale. 
To music teachers and students of WMRSD, the concert is more than just a night of music; it 
represents unity across ages and schools. Pirates and Lancers sing as one, long before they will 
all bear one name - Spartans. Additionally, younger students can get a glimpse of their future 
music program and have their music heard by the high school community. Students of all ages 
are respected as musical equals while learning, rehearsing, and performing their district song 
together. For participants and audiences alike, The White Mountains Vocal Festival has been a 
wonderful addition to the district’s annual rotation of events; a reminder to students and families 
in WMRSD of the purpose that music can provide for young people. 
 

 


