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At Whitefield Elementary School 
The Whitefield Elementary School will be celebrating Red Ribbon Week October 23-
31st. Since 1988, the last week in October has been recognized as the largest drug and 
violence prevention awareness campaign in the United States. In 1985, outraged 
students and community members began wearing red ribbons to honor the senseless 
death of DEA special agent, Enrique “Kiki” Camerena who was killed while operating 
undercover. Tired of the destruction caused by drugs and violence, communities began 
to use Red Ribbon Week as an opportunity to spread awareness and stand up to drugs 
and violence.   
 
This year, WES will be joining the campaign by wearing red and participating in 
activities throughout the week. The school resource officer will speak to students about 
the dangers of drugs and alcohol and classes will participate in Planting the Promise. A 
fundraiser for school safety supplies, WES students are selling red tulip bulbs which will 
be planted around the school. If you are interested in purchasing bulbs for your home or 
for the school community, please contact SRO Jen Lemoine at jlemoine@sau36.org 
 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
Last week, Ms. Belanger’s fifth grade class had the privilege of inviting their first grade 
buddies from Ms. Dingman’s room down for an ice ball science lab. Throughout the 
experiment, each set of partners added different variables to their ice ball, such as 
vinegar, salt, food coloring, and water. The fifth graders led a discussion with the first 
graders about the observations they were making while different variables were added. 
Students were fascinated to see the different reactions. They commented that the vinegar 
glazed the ice and that the salt made the ice ball begin to crack. When the experiment 
was complete, fifth graders passed out some fresh applesauce that they made in class to 
their buddies. The fifth graders were great role models to their first grade friends. They 
will continue to meet with their buddies monthly as the year continues. 
 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
Welcome to the Spartan Learning Commons! This year White Mountains Regional High 
School has a new academic center designed specifically to help students achieve 
academic success in both traditional and non-traditional learning environments. 
Students will have access to three classrooms aptly named ‘The Learning Commons.’ 
 
Commons 118, the Futures Program, offers extended learning opportunities, giving 
students the opportunity to earn credit through many avenues which include internships, 
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independent studies, Virtual Learning Academy (VLACS), Odysseyware for credit 
recovery, and the IMPAACT program, as well as freshman transition programs and 
iTutor. The space is a structured non-traditional learning environment known as the 
Futures Program. The Futures room is directed by Mike Curtis and Lisa Daigle.  
 
Commons 116 and 117 offer additional assistance with assignments and/or tests 
geared more towards a one-on-one atmosphere. The Commons 116 program, which is 
coordinated by Beth Lufkin and Beth Ridley, offers a space for assigned students to 
receive assistance with math and English, as well as other academics.  Mary Rodrigues 
and Kit Carter lead the instruction and academic learning in Commons 117. It is a great 
space to learn academic skills, executive functioning skills, and ‘Image of a Graduate’ 
skills.  
 
The Spartan Learning Commons is open for all WMRHS students to come for help with 
assignments, take tests, catch up on their reading assignment, explore their passions, 
talk to caring educators, and feel like home. The Spartans Learning Common staff 
service over 300 students grades 9-12 throughout the school year. 
 
 

 


