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At Whitefield Elementary School 
Over the past few months, a group of parents, administrators, teachers, SRO, and school board 
members have been gathering to discuss options for improving the playground and recreational 
opportunities as well as addressing the tight parking and traffic flow around Whitefield 
School. Since last winter the group has walked the grounds, taking note of opportunities and 
challenges that the site holds. The land on which the campus is located is best described as 
either developed, wet, or steep; there is not much ideal space to use. In the spring of 2019, 
Black River Design Architects was contracted by the school board to meet with the group and 
begin to develop some feasible options for improvement. The group met with Rick Burroughs, 
one of the partners at Black River, to prioritize needs. Rick took that information, along with site 
plans, to craft three preliminary proposals. On September 4th, he presented each proposal for 
discussion and to weigh how each met the group’s priorities. This discussion resulted in a 
promising direction, but the need for further work.   
 
On Wednesday, October 9th at 5:00 pm, the group will reconvene in the school library to look at 
those additional ideas and refinements. WW Berry Bus Company and WMRSD Buildings & 
Grounds staff will be present to continue to move the process forward. The group would be very 
happy to have additional parents and staff join the discussion on the 9th, so if you are interested, 
please join us. A Playground Fund was initiated a number of years ago by generous donations 
from Presby Environmental. Additional grants and fund raising will get underway once a final 
design and timeline is established. This is important work and we hope you will consider joining 
the cause. 
 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
The week of September 23rd is Start With Hello Week at Lancaster School. Start With Hello 
teaches students in grades 2 - 8 the skills they need to reach out and include those who may be 
dealing with chronic social isolation and create a culture of inclusion and connectedness within 
their classroom, school, or youth organization. Last year, over 12,000 schools from across the 
United States participated in Start With Hello Call To Action week to highlight and spread the 
message of the power of Start With Hello’s three simple steps: 

1. See Someone Alone  

2. Reach Out and Help  

3. Start With Hello  

 

Social isolation is the overwhelming feeling of being left out, lonely, or treated like you are 
invisible. It is a growing epidemic in the United States and within our schools. According to a 
2018 survey of 20,000 adults, nearly 50% of Americans reported sometimes or always feeling 
alone, while feelings of loneliness are the worst for younger generations. Excessive feelings of 
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isolation can be associated with violent and suicidal behavior. Furthermore, young people who 
are isolated can become victims of bullying, violence, and/or depression. As a result, many 
students further pull away from society, struggle with learning and social development, and/or 
choose to hurt themselves or others. The positive news is that there are cures for disconnection 
and loneliness if we reach out and Start With Hello. 

 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 

Homecoming week at WMRHS was a huge success. The Time Warp themed week 
kicked off with a color filled dress day. Spartan swag rained down on students in the auditorium 
increasing the enthusiasm. Tuesday’s theme was Constitution Day with students wearing 
patriotic colors. Over the week, each class submitted game posters, class collages, and 
recycled Spartan sculptures. Wacky Wednesday and Throwback Thursday continued the dress 
day themes. 

Thursday’s pep rally opened with announcing the representatives for the Homecoming 
Court. Seniors: Jack Curtis and Cortney Patterson, Juniors: Olivia Baker and Andrew Cook, 
Sophomores: Justin Gillespie and Justin Wentworth, Freshmen: Victoria Whitcomb and Ayriana 
Young-Baker and Most Spirited Teacher: Jeannine LaBounty. The fun-filled day ended with the 
Homecoming Parade in Lancaster. Students from Whitefield, Lancaster, and WMRHS showed 
school spirit while having fun. Floats represented each of the decades from the themed week 
and the class of 2020 took home bragging rights for the best float.  
 The annual bonfire was held Friday night. Homecoming week culminated with games on 
Saturday with the soccer teams and field hockey team playing Berlin while cross country hosted 
a home meet. The Homecoming Dance finished off the busy week on Saturday night. .   
 WMRHS would like to thank all of our students, staff, and the greater community for their 
support and participation in this week. Building a culture filled with opportunities for all students 
to participate and attend activities is paramount to the work done by the faculty and staff of White 
Mountains. This is SPARTA!  
 

 


