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At Whitefield Elementary School 
Remote instruction with WES students is a collaborative effort between school staff, 
parents/families, and students. All three have engaged in an incredible amount of 
troubleshooting and are invested in making sure that learning can continue. Behind the scenes, 
our IT professionals are remotely solving technical issues, SROs and lunch delivery crews are 
helping drop off loaner Chromebooks, social workers are helping families explore 
internet service improvements, and even the Commissioner of Education has stepped in and 
worked with families and ISPs. It has been a true community effort. 
 
In the remote world, students from Pre-K through eighth grade are increasing their virtual 
presence. Three months ago the idea of a virtual kindergarten morning meeting would have 
drawn a laugh. Today, it is a reality and an event that the students look forward to as they 
maintain their connections with teachers and peers. Middle school students are initiating remote 
study groups and athletes are reviewing videos. Support staff are meeting with students and 
families to make plans and teachers are meeting to plan for next year's schedules and 
instructional improvements. 
 
This is not even close to the ideal way to conduct the business of education, but we are 
remotely conducting the business of education. We're doing it as a community and we'll be 
ready for next year.   
 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
“The beautiful thing about learning is no one can take that away from you.” B.B. King 
 
Even though this pandemic has taken students out of physical classrooms, learning has not come 
to a stop. As B.B. King once said, no one can take learning away from you, and second graders 
at LES certainly aren’t letting the current world situation take away their learning!  
 
As second grade Lancers embarked on their new learning journey, it was important that their 
classroom’s routines trickled through the computer screen to them. Each morning, they are 
greeted with a morning message, similar to the message they would read as a class. Some of 
these messages come with videos from familiar faces throughout the building, including unified 
teachers, administration, secretaries, custodial staff, and their classroom teachers, all giving well 
wishes and words of encouragement. Read alouds from their teachers still continue, as recordings 
of their classroom teachers reading books are sent via email. Daily check-ins by phone or video 
chat allow the students to continue to build and maintain their relationships with their teacher. Not 
only do students get to share about their daily activities, but teachers also monitor academic 
progress. Second graders are using Google Classroom to complete and submit online 
assignments. Students are able to maintain peer relationships through small group instruction 
and weekly morning meetings, all conducted through video chats.  
 
One thing is for sure, we are all in this together and nothing has taken away second grade’s 
learning at LES! 
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At White Mountains Regional High School 
On April 1st, 2020, WMRHS AP Spanish Language and Culture students participated in their 
annual imitation of a Shark Tank competition. This competition puts students’ skills through a 
unique and authentic experience, for a variety of factors. This year, the competition had an 
untraditional twist: for the first time ever, it was executed remotely, taking advantage of, and 
putting in use, one of many technological tools our school district provides to students and staff - 
Google Meet video meeting!  
 
This Inquiry-based project, under the overarching topic of Science and Technology within the 
Hispanic world, was assigned to students before remote learning was put in place due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The current situation called for modifications in terms of approach as well 
as execution of given tasks. Students conducted research on social, educational, and 
environmental challenges in the Caribbean, searched for their possible origins, and then created 
a virtual product that would help solve specific challenges in their country of choice and show a 
positive impact on the wellbeing of individuals as well as the whole society and its ethics.  
 
Kaiden Bedell, one of this year’s AP Spanish students, decided to focus on Puerto Rico and its 
problems with accessibility to drinking water with her “Filtro Fantastico” product, while Miles 
Wharton, the other AP Spanish student, focused on a solution linked to coronavirus in the 
Dominican Republic (the situation has been changing rapidly since their presentations), 
presenting his “Vida Reciclada.” Neither student had ever presented remotely before, however 
both did an excellent job presenting their products as well as taking notes during their opponent’s 
presentation to use in a persuasive essay afterwards.  
 
The panel of judges consisted of Spanish-speaking members of the community, WMRHS 
administration, and WMRSD Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment and Federal Grants, 
Dr. Steve Nilhas. Students were asked clarifying questions about their products and were 
provided with valuable and meaningful feedback at the end of competition, with “Filtro Fantastico” 
being the final winner!  
 
Although executed remotely, which is quite opposite to what is essential to Hispanic culture, both 
students and judges found this event to be a great educational experience! 
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