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At Whitefield Elementary School 
With remote instruction completed, focus will shift to wrapping up the year and planning for next 
year. Wrapping up means completing report cards, formal reflections on professional practice, 
review of student data, and responding to a variety of surveys that provide data for goal 
setting. Staff will also be participating in a variety of professional development events to enhance 
professional practice in both academic and social emotional learning. A major one for grades K-
5 is the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System. In short, this literacy assessment 
helps staff determine a student’s independent and instructional reading levels. It is a short 
observational assessment done one on one that allows the teacher to see a student's reading 
behaviors, and have a deeper comprehensive conversation. The teacher can then 
dynamically adjust the instructional opportunities for that student to better focus them on growing 
developing skills. This will be a valuable tool in the instructional toolbox. 
 
Of course, the major focus of summer work will be on creating an instructional plan for the fall 
within the context of any public health requirements. Representatives from WES will be 
participating in the district's re-opening planning. The hope is to return to normalcy in the fall. Stay 
tuned. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
WMRSD students have continued to receive breakfast and lunch since the school closure began 
on March 13, 2020. Many district staff members have been involved with this very successful and 
much needed program. SAU #36 district bus drivers, cafeteria staff, para-educators, LES 
custodians, and district administrators have assisted with this project. Dozens of eggs have been 
donated from Pete and Gerry's Organic Eggs, North Country Program and Taproot donated 
apples, a $3,500 grant was received from GenYouth to buy coolers and ice packs for food 
deliveries and New England Dairy donated ten coolers for use with delivery. 
 
Even though many local businesses have closed or have had limited or curbside service, they still 
rallied to help keep our community children nourished. Lancaster businesses including The 
Copper Pig Brewery, Granite Grind, and the Polish Princess Bakery worked together to provide 
lunches to children on weekends. Local organizations, such as the Rotary Club, have provided 
funds to keep the programs going for as long as necessary. 
 
The saying “It takes a village to raise a child” continues to be true. 
 
 
 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
During remote learning, STEAM students have been pushed to pursue their passions. They 
have been working on Passion Projects. Students chose their topic, researched their questions, 
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and created a product that showcased their knowledge and skills. Some students took on large 
projects and utilized their time outside of the school walls to learn some pretty remarkable 
things.   
 
Charles Astuto is a Junior and in his third year in STEAM. His comments about his Passion 
Project: “As my STEAM project through remote learning I decided to restore an old boat (1984 
Grumman 4.6). The boat had a destroyed, poorly cut, and rotted floor so first I gutted the old 
stuff out. Then removed all leftover rivets and cleaned the boat well. After that I made templates 
and cut the plywood then painted it with urethane alkyd paint. Drilled new holes for rivets, and 
then riveted the floor down. Finally I carpeted all the pieces and did final trim work.” 
 

 
 

Myah Huntington is a Junior and in her second year of STEAM. Myah dedicated her remote 
learning time to researching green-up day in Vermont and taking time to green-up some towns 
on both sides of the river. As of May 15th, she had collected about 70 bags of trash and created 
a video to promote green-up to help keep our land clean. 
 

 

Isaac Fuller is a Junior and is in his third year of the program. Isaac has been using his remote 
learning time to explore off-the-grid living. He took a particularly deep look at the food 
requirements needed to be truly self-sustaining accounting for calories provided by each 
vegetable or animal along with the vitamins and minerals they contained. The end result was an 
interactive spreadsheet that allows a user to determine what they would need to create an off 
the grid home in terms of both space and food production. 

 
 


