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At Whitefield Elementary School 
We are quickly approaching the mid-year mark and as such, we are taking some time to evaluate 
progress toward our goals. For our students, that means that we are administering the Winter 
NWEA math and reading assessments. NWEA has been a fixture at WES for many years and is 
an assessment we look at three times a year; fall, winter, and spring. Although it is not a 
comprehensive look at reading and math skills, it does provide us an indication of where students 
start the year, how they are progressing, and where they finish. It provides us with one important 
data point to help make instructional and support decisions. The winter administration is 
particularly important as it gives us a mid-year measure of student growth. If the student is on his 
or her growth trajectory, we can be confident that the instructional and intervention decisions are 
beneficial. If the student is not on his or her projected growth trajectory, then it allows us time to 
make a course correction in the second half of the year. Finally, those who are exceeding their 
projected growth rates can have their instructions adjusted to support their acceleration. The 
assessment is computer-based and is most often taken as a whole class with each subject taking 
about an hour to complete. Our plan is to have the assessments completed by the end of the 
month so that we can review the individual and cohort results and make timely instructional 
adjustments. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to your child's teacher. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
The Lancaster School held their school-wide spelling bee on Thursday January 16th, 2020. 
There were fifteen contestants vying for the title of “School Spelling Bee Champion.” The 
participants made it through thirteen grueling rounds before Zander Wohld, Grade 5, won the 
bee with the word assembly. He fought a hard battle with Reese McFarland, the runner-up. Mrs. 
Amy Parsons was the Lancaster School Pronouncer. Mrs. Deb Thurston and Mr. Dale Bille 
served as the judges. Mrs. Beth Chase created the class spelling bee winner certificates. 

The Scripps National Spelling Bee is an educational promotion sponsored by the E. W. Scripps 
Company in conjunction with more than 280 sponsoring newspapers or organizations around 
the world. Its purpose is to help students improve their spelling, increase their vocabulary, learn 
concepts, and develop correct English usage that will help them all their lives. 

The program takes place on two levels: state and national. Sponsors organize spelling 
programs in their locales and send their champions to the New Hampshire State Spelling Bee. 
The Lancaster School winner, Zander Wohld will compete in Plymouth, New Hampshire on 
Saturday, March 7th. He will compete against students from all over the state. The winner of the 
state goes to the finals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D. C.  

Spelling Bee Class Winners 2020 

Grade 3      Grade 6 

Gage Spearin      Addyson Kenison 

Karter Eastman     Clayton Kipp 
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Grade 4      Grade 7 

Kamryn Doolan     Reese McFarland 

Payton King      Mia Robinson 

Kamryn Ledger     

 

Grade 5      Grade 8 

Victor Willey      Emma Merrill 

Chloe Gagnon      Robert Southworth 

Zander Wohld      Ayden Ball 

 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
On Thursday, January 16th, the Culinary Arts and Hospitality program provided catered food and 
service for the Grand Opening, Ribbon Cutting, and Open House of the new multi-million dollar 
expansion at Weeks Medical Center, attended by nearly 200 people.  
 
The success of this event was made possible through months of collaborative planning, 
spearheaded by Mrs. Margo Cliche, Manager of Volunteer Services for Weeks Medical Center, 
and Chef Matthew Holland and Ms. Megan Sheltry from White Mountains Regional High School. 
 
The event was entirely executed by the students of the Culinary and Hospitality CTE programs at 
WMRHS. Students worked for two days to prepare the food from scratch, then transported all 
items up to Weeks for on-site finishing touches with some staff and former WHRHS students. 
 
Several students were on hand during the event to work stations and interact with community 
members, staff, and administration from Weeks Medical Center. Some examples of the offerings 
from the evening include a Baby Arugula Salad with Vermont Cheddar Cheese, Roasted Butternut 
Squash, Toasted Sunflower Seeds with Brown Sugar Cranberry Dressing and Cabernet Braised 
Beef Shortribs with Cheddar Curd Whipped Potatoes. Dessert options included Strawberry 
Mousse, Coconut Jelly Rolls, and Raspberry Lemonade.  
 
 

 


