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At Whitefield Elementary School 
The National History Day program has been an ongoing project in Mr. Giragosian’s 7th and 8th 
grade Humanities classrooms at WES this school year. The NHD project challenges students to 
select a topic that fits within the yearly theme of the competition. This year’s theme is “Breaking 
Down Barriers in History”. From student topics like “Gandhi’s Salt March” to “The Death of 
Matthew Shepard,” this history based project allows for students to pursue personal interest in a 
focused way while finding ways to connect with their peers and learning how to explore history in 
a research based way.  
 
Plymouth State professors John Krueckeberg and Andrew Reese evaluated student projects on 
March 4th, 2020 and were extremely impressed with the amount of historical research and analysis 
the middle school students demonstrated during their project interviews. Dr. Krueckeberg was 
also emotionally moved by a student-made documentary that chronicles the historical and 
legislative impacts of Matthew Shepard’s death, who was a gay American student at the 
University of Wyoming in 1998.  
 
All middle school students had an opportunity to present their research in a professional way, and 
for many of those students, they helped to inspire and provide many “aha!” moments to professors 
who enjoy this program for the chance to learn something new about the topic of history. 
 
At Lancaster Elementary School 
This year, LES is extremely excited to announce their fundraiser with the Silver Graphics Arts 
Team! This is an art fundraiser that will provide students with the opportunity to have their artwork 
printed on multiple different items, such as phone cases, key chains, memory boxes, oven mitts, 
or even framed matted prints of their artwork. The students’ work is submitted to the company 
online, where they’re able to preview their artwork on multiple items prior to ordering. Along with 
the individual items, family members may also purchase a tile for the legacy squares project being 
created at LES. Each individual ceramic gloss tile is a piece of art work created by a student that 
will be arranged into large collage squares. These squares will then be permanently installed 
throughout the building. By doing this, LES will be promoting pride within the school community 
and creating memories to be viewed for years to come. All of the proceeds from this fundraiser 
will go toward the art program at LES in hopes of bringing more film photography and clay projects 
to the school. 
 
At White Mountains Regional High School 
This year, WMRHS made a bold move to have two days of Inquiry and Industry Certification 
classes instead of Winter Carnival. Traditionally, students would engage in or watch activities 
linked to a Winter Carnival theme. By participating on February 20th & 21st, students were able 
to become more college and career ready through earning an industry credential, which 
additionally helps the school in its ESSA accountability. 
 
WMRHS has held Inquiry Days in previous years, but the Industry Certifications was a new 
addition. Students pre-registered from a menu of 25 options for one and two day sessions. 
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About 90 students signed up for Industry Certifications which included OSHA 10, Incident 
Command Systems 100, Babysitter/Substitute Childcare Provider, Wilderness First Aid, Animal 
First Aid and CPR, ServSafe Food Handler, and Hunter Education. Students in CTE programs 
were encouraged to get their certification as part of their course requirements. Non-CTE 
students were also able to enroll. At the end of the two days, 87 students along with three adult 
instructors had earned certifications. 
 
Students not enrolled in Industry Certifications were able to explore areas of interest and work 
with their teachers in a non-traditional setting with the focus on student driven inquiry and 
teacher guided practice. Students could explore Rube Golberg machines, physics, bread 
baking, learning to roof, stress management, patchwork quilting, knitting, owning a car, event 
planning, podcasts, sports journalism and broadcasting, the Spartan Newspaper, adulting, 
games of probability, video gaming, dissections, and unleashing your creativity. 

 


