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Waubun School  

Forest  

Waubun 5th Graders are having a good time 
learning and tapping maple trees out at the 
school forest. A  family breakfast will be offered 
to the students families to give them a chance to 
taste their creations. A huge thank you to Mr. 
Short and Mr. Axton for their knowledge and 
help. 
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TWOS-Day 

On TWOS-Day (2-22-22), our Ogema first  
graders created time capsules that they will get to open on 3-3-33, during 
their Senior Year of high school.  These time capsules included a newsletter 
that lists current events for this year, a picture of them as a first grader, and 
a string to show how tall they currently are.  Families were also invited to 
write encouraging and positive letters to their child, that they will get to 
open and read for the first time in 11 years!  This was a fun activity to do 
and a great way to celebrate two special dates in their school years!  We 
look forward to delivering the time capsules to the students on March 3rd, 
2033!  

  



  

   























 

It’s MCA testing time!  

Each year thousands of Minnesota students in grades 3-11 will take the Minnesota Comprehensive  

Assessments (MCA).  These statewide assessments are designed to provide a snapshot of student 
learning of the applicable stands: mastery of the grade-level Minnesota Academic Standards. 

The statewide assessments are criterion-referenced assessments, which means they measure perfor-
mance against a fixed set of criteria: the Minnesota Academic Standards. Criterion-referenced assess-
ments are used to determine student learning of concepts and skills defined in the standards. While 
criterion-referenced tests may provide information about the extent to which students have mastered 
certain concepts, they alone do not illustrate the whole picture of what a student has learned. These 
assessments provide one data point that should be considered in the context of additional evidence of 
student learning, such as student projects and assignments, and other data from the district’s compre-
hensive assessment system. 

For students in grades 3-6, testing is spread out over several days. For students in grades 7-11, testing 
is conducted during their math, reading, and science class periods respectively. 

Some tips to help ensure your student is ready and at their best for testing include: 

•getting plenty of sleep the nights before testing 
 

•having a good breakfast/lunch before testing 
 

•reminding your child to try their best 
 

MCA testing schedule 

March 28-April 1:  grade 3 reading 

April 4-8: grades 4, 5, & 6 reading  
April 11-14: grades 7, 8, & 10 reading, grade 3 math 

April 19-22: grades 7, 8, & 11 math 

April 25-29: grades 4, 5, & 6 math 

May 2-6: grades 5 & 8 science 

May 9-13: grade 11 science 

  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the MCA, please feel free to contact your student’s 
teacher or myself. 

Charlene Gilliss 

District Assessment Coordinator 

218.473.6122 
 



  

 

  



Dear Thunderbird Families, 
 

It is a busy spring at the Waubun School with MCA and ACT testing, field 
trips, spring sports, and many other exciting activities. The school is al-
ways buzzing with kids of all ages engaged in activities all around the 
building. 
 

It has been a challenging yet rewarding year. We went through some 
rough times with Covid issues, but our staff, students and community 
members rallied together and prevailed. It has been nice to get back to 
some sense of normalcy and we are all excited to see what the future 
holds. 
 

The last two months of school will be especially busy and exciting as the 
school year winds down. We have an amazing group of seniors who will 
be completing their final days at WHS and moving on to new challenges 
in their lives. We are lucky to have had the opportunity to watch them 
grow up in front of our eyes over the last several years. It is always bit-
tersweet to see our seniors move on to the next chapter. I want to take 
this opportunity to wish them all the best and remind them that once a 
Thunderbird, always a Thunderbird. Congratulations to the Class of 
2022! 
 

I want to give a special thank you to our amazing families for all the sup-
port you give to our students and our school. Without that support it 
would be difficult for our school to function effectively. We all have the 
best interests of our kids in mind at all times and that teamwork is great-
ly appreciated. Our Thunderbird Community is amazing and we truly ap-
preciate all you do for our students and our school. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Tim Spaeth 

4-12 Principal 
Waubun School 
 



Congratulations to the members of the Thunderbird 
Speech Team. At the subsection competition yesterday, 
Sonoma Weaver placed 6th in Dramatic Interpretation, 
making her the 2nd Alternate to the Section Tournament. 
Alicia VanPelt placed 5th in Extemporaneous Reading, 
making her the 1st Alter-
nate to Sections. The 

 Dramatic Duo of Eric 
Beaupre and Lilly Dayton 
were the subsection 
CHAMPIONS. As a result, 
they will be competing at 
the Section Tournament in 
Fosston on April 12th for a 
chance to represent WHS 
and Section 8 at the State 
Speech  

Tournament!  

2022 Speech 



Please Share: Kids Deserve a Shot:  

Minnesota College Scholarship 

Any Minnesota parent or guardian whose 5- to 11-year-olds have ever re-
ceived both doses of COVID-19 vaccine by April 11 can enter to win one of 
five $100,000 Minnesota college scholarships. 

On April 15, the State of Minnesota will hold a drawing for five $100,000 
scholarships valid at any public or private non-profit higher educational insti-
tution in Minnesota. 

Minnesotans can learn more about the Kids Deserve a Shot program, regis-
ter for the scholarship drawing, and view official rules at Kids Deserve a 
Shot.  

Welcome Spring!  
By Superintendent Weber   
 
Welcome Spring!  We have two months of the school year remaining. April will bring fresh green grass and  
beautifully budding trees. Our days will continue to grow longer and warmer. (Hopefully, we have seen the last 
spring snowstorm!)  It was another challenging year and I want to thank everyone for pulling together and working 
through the challenges. We have “weathered the storms” and are looking to brighter days ahead.  
 
This is such an exciting time of year. We get to celebrate our seniors as they prepare for graduation. We embrace 
the growth of our students and children as they transition from one grade to the next. We enjoy our Spring holi-
days, outdoor sports, Spring concerts, scholarship nights, prom, field trips, Earth day, and don’t forget Mother’s 
day! It is a time to really enjoy classmates and staff that may not see each other often over the summer months. It 
is a perfect time to make sure everyone finishes strong. Show up every day and give our best effort. Make sure we 
ask a lot of questions. Make every day a good day to learn and grow. If you are having a bad day, ask for help. We 
are in this together.   
 
Spring also means MCA testing. While that may not always be the most exciting activity, it is a time to show what 
has been learned or still needs to be learned. It is a “snapshot” assessment of where students are at. So it is  
important that everyone gives it their best shot. We also do Benchmark assessments 
throughout the year.  Between the two assessments, and ongoing classroom assessments; 
they tell us a great deal about how to target  
instruction and utilize the many supports and resources we have available to our students.   
 
Spring will be busy and the end of the year will be here before we know it. Let’s make the 
most of it and enjoy  
every moment!  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjUuNTU0NTUzMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURnc0luVnlhU0k2SW1K
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjUuNTU0NTUzMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURnc0luVnlhU0k2SW1K


Dear Families, 
  
During the past couple of months, we participated in a few fun reading activities including BINGO for 
Books, read-a thons, and DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) times. Conferences were held in February 
and we enjoyed the chance to see families and share assessments, strengths and other progress children 
are making at school this year!   
 
The months of April and May will be busy! Our 3rd grade students started MCA testing the last week in 
March and will continue the week of April 11th-14th. We wish them luck as they work to show what 
they know! As we close out the school year, students will also be working on end of year assessments, 
outdoor learning, and taking field trips.  
 
A reminder that our earliest drop off time is 7:30 each morning for supervision reasons. Please  
remember to use the designated student drop off lane in the morning when dropping off your child. If 
you need to come into the school office, please park in the designated parking spots.  
 
I want to thank all of our families for your continued support at Ogema Elementary and for being direct-
ly involved in your child’s education. Thank you for helping with homework,  family engagement 
events, reading with your children, and volunteering on our wonderful PTSO committee. We have awe-
some students that attend our school and are thankful for our families who help make it a wonderful ex-
perience! 
  
As always, please call our office with any questions, comments or concerns (218) 473-6174. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
April 5th-  FAMILY GAME NIGHT! On April 5th at 6:30, play your new game with your family. Take 
a picture and send it to familyfun@waubun.k12.mn.us or use #wowekids. These games are  yours to 
keep. Feel free to play the game earlier, too! We hope you have family fun with your new game!! 

April 15-18th No School 
April 19-22nd Be on the lookout for a Kids in the Kitchen Read It and Eat It Family  
Engagement Event for KS-6th grade students!!  

April 21st Kindergarten Orientation at Ogema Elementary. Registration starts at 5:30pm. Open 
for children who will be 5 by September 1st, 2022.   
April 29th Preschool Screening (No Kick-Start classes)  
May 13th 3rd Grade Farewell Program (time TBD) 
May 26th Last Day of School  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Laurie Johnson 
Ogema Elementary Principal 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wowekids?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVUGzXaAbD1Vnnzvc0p6Q82pM175eXRVS7r79rl15bU-AMI71AZArTX1gQKcL-KOiuPhqGZ7mtNzFf99qxZ6oWdBUMQeEsXByoxSrzeoX5oRPZFMDBERSQ-iLTFFGoBU77T0YO6Fkbeyff7VaCL3E2h&__tn__=*NK-R



