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This week the 
paper came out on 
April Fool’s Day. 
Read the issue 
carefully and see if 
you can figure out 
which articles are 
for real and which 
one’s are just 
pulling your leg. 
We’ll reveal the 
answers next week

This Week’s 
Need to Know 

 
FACT OF THE WEEK: On average a 
raindrop reaches the speed of 21.7 
miles per hour. 
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK: The 
phrase “don’t take this the wrong 
way” has a 0% success 
rate...choose your words carefully. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: What are the 
strongest days of the week? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF THE WEEK: 
What goes up but never comes 
back down? 
 
Answers to joke and brainteaser 
are on the bottom. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Friday, April 8 
 - TATU—All Day 
 - Middle School Dance (3:30-5:30) 
Saturday, April 9 
 - Track @ Jesse James Invite in 
Garretson (9:30) 
Monday, April 11 
 - FFA @ Lennox CDE 
 - JH Track @ Baltic Invite (3:00) 
Tuesday, April 12 
 - JH Golf @ Sioux Valley (11:00) 
 - Golf @ Garretson Early Bird 
(12:00) 
 - JH Track @ West Central (4:00) 
 - Track @ Salem Invite (3:00) 
Wednesday, April 13 
 - School Physicals (9:00-1:30) 
Thursday, April 14 
 - JH Golf @ Chester (10:00) 
 - JH Track @ Tri-Valley (3:45) 
 - Track @ Lennox (4:00) 
Friday, April 15 
 - No School—Good Friday 
Monday, April 18 
 - No School—Easter Monday 
 

Worth Mentioning 
 

YEARBOOKS are now available for 
purchase for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Order yours now! Just $30. 
You can place your order online at 
ybpay.lifetouch.com or through 
Mrs. Buchholz at school. 
 
COUNTDOWN TO BREAK: 6 Days 
Our next break is Friday, April 15 
through Monday, April 18 for East-
er break. School resumes Tuesday, 
April 19. 

JOKE: Saturday and Sunday, because every other day is a “weak”day (weekday)  BRAINTEASER: Your Age 

  
Mueller and Stoltenberg ready to 
start new adventures 
by Adi Fink 
staff writer 
 
     After many 
years of 
teaching the 
middle 
school, Eng-
lish teacher 
Mrs. Stolten-
berg and sci-
ence teacher 
Mrs. Mueller 
are setting 
themselves 
up for a different change of pace at 
the end of this year, as both have an-
nounced their retirements. They have 
both done a lot for our school and the 
time they have been here and they will 
be greatly missed. 
     The kids loved Mrs. Mueller’s class 
and the labs she had the students do. 
“My favorite memory with Mrs. 
Mueller is when she came back from 
surgery and we did the exercises; 

those were fun,” said Isabelle Froehlic. 
Even when Mrs. Mueller was out for 
surgery she came back better than 
ever and got her student involved with 
her exercises among many other 
hands-on activities. 
     Mrs. Mueller will continue to be 
part of our school and you can see her 
taking tickets at the soccer game. She 
will miss the kids but says it also will 
be nice to have time to herself and not 
feel bad when she has to leave town 
and can’t grade papers. 
     Mrs. Stoltenberg has been at our 
school for 40 years and has done a lot 
for our school. She takes the time to 
get to know her students and tries to 
make them achieve. 
     “I’m going to miss the kids,” stated 
Stoltenberg but she did say that she 
was looking forward to enjoying and  
spending time with her grandkids and 
traveling with her husband.  
     In her 40 years of education, Stol-
tenberg has seen a variety of changes. 
“The hardest part about working for 

this long was 
technology 
and seeing 
how much 
it’s changed,” 
Mrs. Stolten-
berg stated. 
     The kids 
enjoy the fun 
games that 
Stoltenberg 
provides 
them to en-
gage with 
their English. 
The kids fa-

vorite memory with her was on April 
Fools day were they all ditched her 
class and they had a quiz that day and 
she reversed that prank on them . 
     These teachers have done a lot for 
other teachers and students. It will be 
different without these two teachers 
in the hallways. But we wish them a 
wonderful retirement and thank them 
for all they have done for Garretson. 

Two Garretson teaching icons 
retire this year 

by Addi Kratochvil 
staff writer 
 
     Some people 
were wondering 
where Kevin 
Steckler was last 
week. Steckler 
was in Deadwood 
at the annual ath-
letic director con-
ference where he 
was recognized as 
the Region 5 Ath-
letic Director of 
the Year, which 
should come to no surprise, for how much he does for 
sports and the community. 
     Steckler has been coaching for 35 plus years whether 
it was football, basketball, track or just simply helping 
with other activities.  
     He said that he wanted a new challenge in his career. 
Steckler said, “There was just a coincidence that the ath-
letic director position became open, I thought this would 
be a new challenge for me to guide every sport and every 
activity. So I approached Mr. Johnson and he took a 
chance on me and now I’m in my sixth year of being an 
activities director.” 
     Steckler has the job of making sure that coaches and 
players understand the rules and guidelines not just from 
the school but also from the South Dakota high school 
activities association of the game they’re playing or 
coaching. Also he makes sure that the team has what 
they need such as new footballs, soccer nets, or anything 
that becomes a necessity for the sport, he schedules offi-
cials for the games and scheduling. 
     Which comes down to all the budgeting tasks he 
needs to manage, by providing what all activities need. 

Steckler does not just handle sports he handles all activi-
ties such as oral interp, one act play, band and chorus. 
     Steckler said jokingly, “Every coach is like a child; they 
always want something.” Which he could relate to be-
cause he coached for 30 plus years and always wanted 
something to better his team. Budget wise sometimes he 
has to say no because he didn’t factor that into the 
sports budget that he plans months in advance. 
     He also is in charge of making sure that all kids have 
their grades up; he has to handle the parents. Steckler 
said that he enjoyed the new challenges and learning 
about some of the sports he didn’t know a lot about be-
fore such as soccer, volleyball, and wrestling.  
     Steckler received his award at the athletic directors 
conference in Deadwood that was last week. The region 
coordinator contacted him and said he was the recipient 
of the award.  
     Steckler said, “The  cool thing about this award is that 
you were chosen by your peers, which makes this award 
even more  special because they walk in the same shoes 
every day and go through the ups and downs, the highs 
and the lows.” 

Steckler honored as Region AD of the Year 

Mrs. Julie Mueller has been 
teaching for 26 years. During 
that time she has found 
multiple ways to get and keep 
kids interested in science. 

Mrs. Kari Stoltenberg has had a 
few different teaching positions 
in her 40 year career but one 
thing has stayed constant: her 
commitment to her students. 

Before becoming activities director, Kevin Steckler 
wore many different hats, including football, 
basketball and baseball coach throughout his 
tenure with Garretson. 

Photo submitted by Mr. Kevin Steckler. 

It wasn’t uncommon to find Steckler on the field, whether it was the football 
field or ball field (pictured here as third base coach) . He still is a staple but just 
found in different roles. 

Photo submitted by Mr. Kevin Steckler 

ybpay.lifetouch.com


Weekly Breakfast and Lunch 
Menus 
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Senior Spotlight 
Cadyn Ockenga 

The food to fill 
your bellies for 
the upcoming 

weeks: 
Menus subject 

to change 

BREAKFAST 
Monday, Apr 11: Egg & 
Cheese Omelet or Cream 
Cheese Mini Bagels 
Tuesday, Apr 12: Biscuits 
& Gravy or Cini Minis or 
Iced Long John 
Wednesday, Apr 13: 
Strawberry Stuffed French 
Toast or Monte Cristo or 
Warm Apple Frudel 
Thursday, Apr 14: Sausage 
Breakfast Pizza or Cini 
Minis or Long John 
Friday, Apr 15: No School. 
Make yourself something 
delicious 

LUNCH 
Monday, Apr 11: Italian 
Melt or Cheeseburger 
Tuesday, Apr 12: Home-
style Spaghetti or Crispy 
Chicken Sandwich 
Wednesday, Apr 13: 
Totchos with Dinner Roll 
or Hot Dog 
Thursday, Apr 14: Roasted 
Turkey with Dinner Roll or 
Chicken Nuggets with Din-
ner Roll 
Friday, Apr 15: No School. 
Make yourself something 
delicious 

Current 
Count 

59 

ACTIVITIES INVOLVED IN: 
Football 
Basketball 
Baseball 
Track 
 
WHO/WHAT WILL  
YOU MISS MOST: 
Mr. Heumiller’s guided 
notes in Anatomy 
 
PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR: 
Attend the University of 
Nebraska for forensic sci-
ence 

Senior Spotlight Sami Kruger 

ACTIVITIES 
INVOLVED 
IN: 
Band 
 

WHO/WHAT WILL  
YOU MISS MOST: 
My friends, privs, and 
getting woken up be 
Mr. Steckler 

PLANS FOR NEXT 
YEAR: 
Attend Lake Area Tech 
for dental assisting 

Garretson hosts track 
meet tomorrow, first com-

petition of the season 

by Madison Prellwitz 
staff writer 
 
     Garretson began 
its spring sports sea-
son with our first 
track meet slated to 
start Tuesday, April 5. 
However because of weather, the 
track meet was cancelled, resulting in 
our next track meet on Saturday April 
9. Our GHS track stars will be com-
peting against 14 other schools in-
cluding common opponents such as 
Sioux Falls Christian, Dell Rapids, Bal-
tic, and Tri-Valley and schools we see 
less often like Mount Vernon-
Plankinton and Southwest Christian. 
     Although our track team is low in 
numbers this year, Mr. Bohl still be-
lieves they have the ability to make 
this season great. “Since we're low on 
numbers, we're going to be more 
individualized, looking at how each 
kid improves.”       
     Along with Bohl, juniors Sam 
Schleuter and Raegan Altman agree 
that it’ll be tougher than last year as 
Garretson’s participation numbers 
are lower than usual.  
     Many students question to why 

people do track, why would 
you want to run for fun? Soph-
omores Kaylin Koch and 
Jordyn Williams claimed they 
both do it to stay in shape 
along with improving their 
running abilities. Agreeing 
with those sophomores, Alt-

man does track for the social aspect 
and to make improvements.  
     Schleuter mentioned,  “I’m most 
excited for all of our accomplish-
ments our team is going to have be-
cause we are very underrated and 
people don’t expect a lot from us.” 
     While the athletes get a lot out of 
track both physically and socially, it 
there are some pitfalls as well. Koch 
said one thing that she is not looking 
forward to is the 4x4. “ It’s so hard, I 
know I can do it, I just know I won’t 
be the best one.” Altman said,  “I’m 
not looking forward to the hard 
workouts and running.” But pushing 
through those instances makes them 
better in the long run. 
     Overall, involvement in track and 
field boosts metabolism, builds mus-
cle, increases balance, burns calories 
and overall benefits your health.  

Run hard or 
walk home The Blue Ink comes clean on  

last week’s April Fool’s issue 

by Natalie Kuhnert 
staff writer 
 
     As many of you know, April Fool’s 
Day was last Friday. The Blue Ink came 
out with a few April Fool’s articles in-
serted into their regular issue. One of 
the two false articles was that Garret-
son high school students could leave for 
lunch even if they aren’t a senior. The 
other false article was that Garretson 
was going to be a Class B school.  
     Open lunch would be great for every-
one, although seniors would feel that 
would not be fair because they had to 
wait till their senior year to be able to 
leave for lunch.  
     Many high school students were very 
excited about having open lunch yet 
others felt targeted. Kylie Christensen 
said, “I know the whole thing with the 
sophomores happened, and so I didn’t 
know if teachers were talking and de-
cided.”  
     Matthew Gilbert said, “I’m just now 
finding out that open lunch isn’t hap-
pening and I'm pretty bummed.” Gilbert 

continued, “Freshman and sophomores 
shouldn’t get it because they're too 
irreverent, and they just don't deserve 
that but I still thought it would be 
pretty cool.”  
     Like the open lunch idea, many stu-
dents were ecstatic to move to Class B 
as Garretson High School is one of the 
smallest class A schools and has to com-
pete against other schools that are bor-
derline AA schools.  
     Sydney Olson was very happy to hear 
that Garretson was going to be a class B 
school until she found out it wasn’t real. 
Olson claimed “Class B would be better 
for Garretson.”  
     Olson furthered, “I wish they were 
real because they are all better in a 
good way.” Olson shared, “We are one 
of the smallest class A schools and it's 
not necessarily fair for sports.”  
     April Fools is over now and the truth 
is out. No open lunch. Garretson is not 
moving to class B. Many students were 
bummed to hear that there will be no 
open lunch for underclassmen and Gar-
retson is still a class A school. 

Did you believe it? 

Best and worst 
brackets recognized 

March Madness pride pool 

     After brackets busted with 
big teams going out early 
including #2 Kentucky in the 
first round. This year’s pool 
was up for grabs.  
     Junior Grace Hove took 
top honors correctly pre-
dicting Kansas to win it all. This earned her the certificate and the 100 Grand! 
Second place went to Isaiah Coburn and third was a tie between Drew Peder-
son and Caylix Buchholz. Dylan Jessen rounded out the pool with his busted 
bracket earning him Whoppers for last place. 


