
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 2022 

  ESTFIELD    PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

QUARTERLY 
NEWSLETTER 

 

Westfield Schools Transportation Director Pamela 

Kotarski and Superintendent Stefan Czaporowski bring 

gifts for the Westfield Police Cadet Toy Drive. 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are already into December, and 
we are almost at the halfway mark of the 2022-2023 school 
year.  Winter weather is upon us, and I will take this 
opportunity to review our district snow day procedures.  One 
of the many responsibilities that superintendents have is to 
call weather cancellation days or two-hour delays.  I assure 
you that all superintendents take this responsibility seriously 
and utilize a variety of data sources including weather 
forecasts, current conditions, and community consultations, 
to make these decisions.  Simply put, we do the best we can 
with the information that we have.  Ultimately, a collective 
decision is made with the safety of our students and staff as 
the top priority.   
 

Before I make the decision to cancel school or call for a two-
hour delay, there is quite a bit of groundwork that occurs.  
The first calls that are made, starting at about 4:30 a.m., 
include the school transportation and maintenance 
departments, the Department of Public Works (DPW), the 
Westfield Police Department, the Mayor, other  
 superintendents in the area, and in extreme cases, Emergency Management.  I ask about road and sidewalk conditions and 
the status of our school parking lots and walkways.  I also text various staff members from around the city to see how things 
are in their neighborhoods.  In some cases, the roads may be fine, but since approximately fifty percent of our students are 
classified as walkers, I also need to consider whether residents have had the opportunity to shovel and treat their sidewalks.  
Delivering the message to stakeholders is my next task.  To head off bus departures, we must get the word out before 5:30 
a.m.  I immediately contact several central office staff members who spread the message to our local television and radio 
stations, post information on our district website, contact local cable channel 15, and notify our bus company.  I then post 
notifications on our district Facebook page and send out a text message. My final step in this process is to send out a 
robocall.  Unfortunately, robocalls can take up to an hour to reach all our families and staff members.  Text message really is 
the fastest way that families can be notified of a delayed start, early dismissal, or school cancellation.   
 

So far, Westfield Public Schools has not had to use a weather cancellation day, keeping the last day of school on Wednesday, 
June 14.  If we were to use all five emergency days this year, our last day of school would be on Wednesday, June 21. When 
weather cancellation days, early dismissals, or delays are called, please know that we consider the safety of all our staff and 
students.    
 

Happy Holidays from all of us in the Westfield Public Schools! 
 

Stefan Czaporowski 
Superintendent of Schools 
Westfield Public Schools 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

          Every Thursday  

            9:00am-10:00am 

                                          Tune in every Thursday to: 
                                          WSKB 89.5 FM 
                                          westfieldtv.org 
                                    or WCPC Channel 15 
                             for “Superintendent’s Spotlight”. 

Each week, Superintendent Czaporowski and 
cohost Christopher Rogers talk with guests 
about our schools and community.  
 

Upcoming Shows: 

Jan 5  Westfield High School  
Jan 12  Southampton Road Elementary 
Jan 19  Paper Mill Elementary 
Jan 26  Westfield Middle School 
Feb 2  Countdown to Kindergarten 
Feb 9  WPS High School Science Fair 
Feb 16 Westfield Technical Academy 
Mar 2 WPS Budget & Transportation 

 
          Watch us on  
 

Previous shows can be viewed on the WSKB 
Community Radio YouTube Channel and the 

Westfield, MA Public Schools Facebook page. 

 

 
Countdown to Kindergarten for the 2023-2024 School Year 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 
Drop in between 6 - 7:30 p.m. 

 

Westfield Middle School 
30 West Silver Street 

(snow date: February 15, 2023) 
 

Westfield Public Schools invites all families, including current preschool families, to our 
kindergarten information and registration night! 

 

At the event, you can  
★ register for kindergarten (children must be 5 on or before September 1, 2023)* 
★ ask our central registration staff questions about registration 
★ meet our elementary school principals and visit school tables from 6 – 7 p.m. 
★ hear about school lunches and see a sample menu  
★ learn about before and after school programs 
★ ask questions about transportation and more!  

 

Just to make it more fun, we’ll have raffle prizes and kindergarten goodies. This night is 
sponsored in collaboration with Westfield’s Coordinated Family and Community 

Engagement (CFCE) Grant and community partners. 
 

 

For more information, please call Sarah Kotarski at  
413.572.6439 or email s.kotarski@schoolsofwestfield.org. 
  
For translation assistance, please call Laura Surprise at  
413.642.9320 or email l.surprise@schoolsofwestfield.org.  
 
 

*You can check out https://www.schoolsofwestfield.org/page/required-enrollment-documents for the list 
of required registration documents you may bring along with you (copies made at the event). 
 

 

 
 
 

December 19 
School Committee Meeting 

7:00pm 
 

December 26 – January 2 
Holiday Recess 

NO SCHOOL 
 

January 3 
School Committee Meeting 

7:00pm 
 

January 16 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

NO SCHOOL 
 

January 17 
Joint School Committee Meeting / 

WTA General Advisory Meeting 
6:00pm 

 

January 24 
ELPAC Meeting  

at Westfield Middle School 
4:30pm 

 

February 2 
SEPAC Meeting 

at Westfield Technical Academy 
6:00pm 

 

February 6 
School Committee Meeting 

7:00pm 
 

February 8 
Early Release Day  

for Elementary Schools 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 

February 8  
Countdown to Kindergarten  
at Westfield Middle School 

6:00pm 
 

February 9 
WPS Science Fair 

 

February 20 – February 24 
Winter Vacation – NO SCHOOL 

 

February 28 
ELPAC Meeting  

at Westfield Middle School 
4:30pm 

 

March 2 
SEPAC Meeting 6:30pm 

at Westfield Technical Academy 
 

March 6 
School Committee Meeting 

7:00pm 
 

March 10 
Staff Development Day 

NO SCHOOL for Students 

From the Office of Assessment and Accountability 
Christine Shea, Director 

 

   Employment Opportunities 
 

Be a part of Westfield Public  

Schools! We are hiring multiple positions 

across the district including teachers, substitute 

teachers, classroom and 1:1 paraprofessionals, 

tutors, cafeteria workers, intermittent school 

custodians, and many more opportunities that 

can be found at www.schoolsofwestfield.org. 

 

                       Westfield Eats News! 
 

                       This month in our kitchens we 
                     are baking Gingerbread Man 
               Cookies at all our elementary 
schools for the classes to decorate as a fun 
holiday activity. Be on the lookout for 
pictures on our Facebook page of all the 
fun! We are always looking to improve our 
menus! Some new items this month are our 
lasagna roll ups, crispy chicken and waffles 
basket, and our cheeseburger mac. Let us 
know what you think on our Westfield EATS 
Facebook page. 
 

As always don't forget breakfast and lunch 
are free for ALL students this year! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hi-siN92wgs&list=PLnSwTu8SRtqIajQQSQr_gBhHoluIXKbhF
mailto:s.kotarski@schoolsofwestfield.org
mailto:l.surprise@schoolsofwestfield.org
https://www.schoolsofwestfield.org/page/required-enrollment-documents


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Westfield Transition Program 

Students at the Westfield Transition Program have been busy learning life and employment skills while working and/or volunteering at 
community businesses.  
 

The Transition Program provides services to students who are between the ages of 18-22 and require transitional services into 
adulthood. The program focuses on developing independent living skills, vocational opportunities, career planning, and self-advocacy 
skills. As part of these services, students may choose the opportunity to participate in college-like experiences at either Holyoke 
Community College or Westfield State University through their Inclusive-Concurrent Education (ICE) programs. 
 

The Department of Developmental Services, as well as the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission are also involved with the 
students and often continue providing support once the students turn 22 years of age.  
 

Currently the program houses 24 young adults with two special education teachers and six paraprofessionals. Seven students have 
paid employment and four other students volunteer within the community. Eleven students attend college classes. Travel training is 
also provided to the students so that they can become independent in getting to and from  
college and/or work. 
 

Classroom instruction is provided to teach independent living skills such as cooking,  
laundry, resume writing, job exploration, budgeting and personal finance. An Autism  
Consultant provides social groups and Occupational Therapy interns work with students  
in the classroom. Transition students participate in the Best Buddies program with  
Westfield High students. A Bridge to Adulthood ceremony is held each year to recognize  
students who have reached the age of 22. We are proud of these students’  
accomplishments and all that the Transition Program has to offer. 
 
 

From The Office of Special Education  
Deb Ecker, Director  

 

 

 

 
As we head into the Holiday Season and cold winter months, we would like to take this opportunity to recognize and thank the 
amazing community partners who have once again made our students a priority!  
 

For the eighth consecutive year, the Westfield Police Department’s Cadets Program has sponsored their annual Toy Drive. The 
Cadets are local youth learning and working with the police department to help serve our community with many community service 
endeavors.  Their goal is to help our students in need this holiday season by delivering to our schools what they are able to raise 
through the drive. This year’s drive took place on Saturday December 10 at the Westfield Walmart from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
 

This year the Cadets were able to provide 5 gifts for each of the 300 plus students identified in Pre-Kindergarten through grade 8!!!  
We are so very thankful for all of their efforts and for all of the people in our community who helped move this most successful drive 
ever! 
 

This year also marks the fourth time the Greater Westfield Chamber of Commerce has supported our students with their annual 
“Share the Warmth” winter coat and clothing drive.  This year’s drive was from November 1 through December 14. In the spirit of 
giving, many local businesses helped us keep our kids warm this year by bringing a new or gently used coat as well as hats, gloves, 
mittens, and scarfs! This year they also accepted donations of Pre-K - adult sizes of new socks, new undergarments, and new or 
gently used pants and shirts.  
 

This year the Chamber, in collaboration with local businesses, were able to provide over 200 new or like new winter coats for our 
students!!! 
 

Westfield Public Schools wishes to formally recognize and thank each and every person who helped to make both of these amazing 
events happen in support of our students. 
As always, we are incredibly grateful and thankful to be in such a caring and giving community! 
 

If you have any questions about the annual Westfield Police Department Cadets Toy Drive or the Westfield Greater Chamber of 
Commerce winter clothing drive, please feel free to contact my office by phone at (413) 572-6397 or email at 
c.rogers@schoolsofwestfield.org. 
 

From The Office of Interventions and Safety  
Christopher J. Rogers, Director  

 

mailto:c.rogers@schoolsofwestfield.org


  

From The Office of Curriculum and Instruction  
Susan Dargie, Director  

 

Principal Joe Langone, Mayor Mike McCabe, 

Superintendent Stefan Czaporowski, and School 

Committee Member Mike Tirrell attended 

Westfield Technical Academy's Construction 

Technology Department's Ground Breaking 

Ceremony for a Mill Street house building 

project on December 13. 

Do you remember when you were first inspired to follow a particular career path or focus on an area of specialization in your chosen 
field?  Chances are, it was later in your educational journey, or maybe even after entering the workforce.  With specific pathways to 
learning that have been created for our high school students, that exploration and realization begins well before graduation!  Our 
pathways were developed to address specific fields that are in high demand in the workforce.   
 

The Biomedical Innovation Pathway achieved a special designation from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education in 
2019.  The courses in this pathway prepare students to enter the healthcare field in a variety of  
capacities.  At the end of their 9th grade year, students who are interested in entering the medical field  
as nurses, doctors, physical therapists, physician assistants, and biomedical engineers join the pathway.  
Students take specialized courses in anatomy, scientific writing, and chemistry PLTW Intro to  
Engineering, and a capstone course called Healthcare Employment.  This course is taught through dual  
enrollment with Holyoke Community College (HCC).  The partnership with HCC during the senior year  
includes an Intro to HealthCare course and CNA certification. CPR certification training is provided to  
 

 

students each year.  30 students are enrolled in our Biomedical Innovation 
Pathway. 
 

More than 20 students are enrolled in our Engineering pathway, which begins in 9th 
grade.  Students take several college level PLTW courses through an articulation 
agreement with WPI, and they are encouraged to take Physics and Intro to 
Computer Science.  A capstone course requires students to design their final 
project.  This year, one student is designing a specialized door stop to enhance 
school safety. Two engineering students won the statewide STEM week challenge, 
resulting in an award for four students who were placed into internships at the state 
level.   
 

Our Criminal Justice pathway has similarities to the science pathways, but it has the 
distinction of being on track for approval as WHS’s first Chapter 74 Program.  
Chapter 74-approved vocational technical education programs are programs that 
meet the definition of vocational technical education under Mass General Law.  All 
of our programs at Westfield Technical Academy have this designation.  Students 
are able to gain performance experience and earn credentials specific to the field of 
employment while completing academic high school requirements.  An advisory 
board made up of people working in the criminal justice field and in higher 
education guide the curriculum and instruction of the  
program to focus on career readiness skills. This board  
is instrumental in placing students in internships.  The  
connection between the Westfield Police Department,  
their Cadet program, and our Criminal Justice students  
has strengthened our program and opened many doors  
for our students.  There are 45 students enrolled in  
this pathway.   
 

Westfield High School offers an Early Education pathway for students through high 
school child development coursework, internships in the preschool program, and an 
articulation agreement with HCC.  Students interested in the hospitality field are 
able to take culinary coursework and practice service skills.    
 

For other students, workforce experience comes from internships with local 
businesses and community agencies arranged through the Reed Career Center.  
The students in Westfield are able to access academic and experiential 
opportunities to broaden their world view and prepare them for the futures they will 
create!   

 

 
ENGLISH: If you need assistance understanding this information, please contact your building principal to arrange translation services. 

جمة خدمات لتقديم المدرسة بمدير االتصال الرجاء ,المعلومات هذه لفهم مساعدة تحتاج اذا التر  :Arabic 

NEPALI: यो जानकारी बुझ्न सहयोग चाहहएमा कृ पया तपाइको प्रधानाध्यापकलाइ अनुबाद सुहहधाको लाहग सम्पकक राख्नुहोस. 

RUSSIAN: Если Вы нуждаетесь в переводе, пожалуйста, сообщите директору школы, и школа обеспечит вас переводчиком. 

SPANISH: Si Ud. necesita ayuda para entender esta información, favor de comunicarse con el Principal para los servicios de traducción. 

UKRAINIAN: Якщо Вам необхідний переклад даної інформації, будь ласка, повідомте директору школи, і школа забезпечить вас перекладачем. 


