
 

FRENCHTOWN MILL LEVY 

 

Ballot Language:  Shall the board of trustees be authorized to impose an increase in local taxes to support 

the general fund in the amount of $536,000 per year which is approximately 36.78 mills, for the purpose of 

maintaining the operation needs of the school district as impacted by student growth to support student 

programs, services and staffing needs? 

FAQ’s 

Q:  What is an operational mill levy? 

A:  An operational mill levy assists with funding the needs of a school district in order to operate; including 

staffing, curriculum and materials, technology, equipment, utilities, insurance, student programs, extra-

curricular activities, etc. 

Q:  How does a school establish a general fund budget? 

A:  State law requires schools to adopt general fund budgets within an equalized range between a BASE 

(minimum) budget and highest budget allowed (maximum).  These budget limits are driven by enrollment, 

number of educators and licensed professionals, and American Indian students.  FTSD currently operates 

at 91.07% of the allowable maximum budget.  The adopted budget is funded by state entitlements and local 

tax levied mills. 

Q:  How much of Frenchtown’s funding comes from local property taxes? 

A:  For the 2021-2022 school year, the local taxpayers are funding 19% of the District’s general fund. 

 

Q:  How is a mill calculated? 

A:  A mill is calculated at one dollar per $1,000 of assessed property value.  School districts can determine 

how much a mill will raise by taking the total taxable value in a district (provided by the county assessor) 

and multiplying it by .001.  At the current Frenchtown mill value, it will take approximately 36.78 mills to 

fund this levy.  As the Frenchtown Valley increases in value, it will take fewer mills to fund the levy.  
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Q:  How is my property tax bill calculated? 

A:  Property tax liability equals the mill value of a property times the number of mills levied by all taxing 

jurisdictions (schools, cities, counties, states).  Mill value of homes is determined by the county assessor’s 

market value, multiplied by a residential tax rate.   

Q:  What is the difference between a bond and a levy? 

A:  Mill levies are a property tax.  The funds from a mill levy pay for operational items such as classroom 

supplies, technology, staffing needs, etc.  A school bond is used to fund the building of a new school, 

renovations or large infrastructure needs. 

Q:  What priorities are will be funded by the operational mill levy? 

A:  More students require more staff, maintaining current programs and offerings, being innovative and 

flexible to meet student needs, keep class sizes at a student teacher ratio that is most conducive for student 

learning, recruit and retain quality educators, and addressing service and utility rising costs.  In just the last 

three years, property and liability insurance has risen 61%.  This school year alone, utility costs are up 30% 

and facility maintenance services are up 35%. 

Q:  How will the mill levy invest in teachers and other support staff? 

A:  Quality education requires talented teachers.  The passage of the levy will provide FTSD the opportunity 

to retain our quality educators.  Attracting top teaching talent is essential to the current and future success 

of the school district and community.  The levy passing will also allow FTSD to recruit top shelf talent.  

Bolstering the overall education and school experience is the classified staff: secretarial, food service, 

custodial and maintenance crews along with those who assist teachers and students, the paraprofessionals 

and aides.  This levy will help with retention and recruitment of all staff in the district. 

Q:  How will the mill levy support special education services? 

A:  Special education services require additional assistance from a support system component.  To provide 

a quality education and opportunities, caseloads need to be held at a manageable level and staff levels need 

to be maintained to provide the best service to our students and families. 

Q:  What happens if enrollment starts to decrease? 

A:  If enrollment decreases, the school will see decreases in state determined allowable general fund budget 

limits.  The state funding sources driven by enrollment will also decrease.   

Q:  What are the impacts if the mill levy fails? 

A:  The school district is in a situation that is functioning at the moment.  However, what do we want for 

FTSD?  Do we want to just maintain and hold on?  We are seeing an increase in student enrollment, and 

utilities and services are increasing in costs dramatically. Quality educators are needed and new and 

innovative program opportunities are available.  Can we be innovative and flexible to meet the needs of the 

students in 2022-2023 and going into the future?  Look at what has occurred in one year at FTSD:  Early 

Kindergarten, Bronc Fast Track and the addition of High School Baseball to name just a few.  The addition 

of agriculture education is possible in the near future.  How do we work together to better our educational 

opportunities while adapting to increased enrollment? 


