
Meal Charge and Prohibition Against Meal Shaming Policy – Revised 09/01/2022 
 

 
The goal of the Taconic Hills CSD is to provide student access to nutritious no- or low-cost meals 
each school day and to ensure that a pupil whose parent/guardian has unpaid school meal fees is not 
shamed or treated differently than a pupil whose parent/guardian does not have unpaid meal fees. 
 
Unpaid charges place a large financial burden on our school. The purpose of this policy is to insure 
compliance with federal requirements for the USDA Child Nutrition Program and, and to provide 
oversight and accountability for the collection of outstanding student meal balances to ensure that the 
student is not stigmatized, distressed or embarrassed. 
 
Taconic Hills CSD currently participates in the Community Eligibility Program (CEP).  
This program guarantees that all students are eligible for breakfast and lunch at no charge. Charging 
of items outside of the reimbursable meals (a la carte items, adult meals, etc.) is expressly prohibited. 
 
Students who cannot pay for a meal or who have unpaid meal debt shall not be publicly identified or 
stigmatized (including wristbands or hand stamps), required to do chores or work to pay for meals, 
or have meals thrown away after they have been served.  District staff shall not discuss a student’s 
unpaid meal debt in front of other students.  The district shall not take any action directed at a 
student to collect unpaid school meal fees.  However, the district may discretely notify students of 
their account balances and why certain items (e.g., a’ la carte, etc.) could not be provided with 
charged meals. 
 
The districts payment system, allows for automatic replenishment when a balance reaches a certain 
amount set by the parent/guardian. family.titank12.com 
 
ONGOING ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION: 
 
� School staff will conduct direct certification with NYSSIS or using NYSED Roster Upload to 

maximize free eligibility. NYSED provides updated direct certification data. 
 

� Schools will coordinate with the foster, homeless, migrant, runaway coordinators at least monthly 
to certify eligible students. 

 
Students/Parents/Guardians may pay for meals in advance via family.titank12.com or with a check 
payable to Taconic Hills Food Service. Further details are available on our webpage at 
taconihills.k12.ny.us. Funds should be maintained in accounts to minimize the possibility that a child 
may be without meal money on any given day. Any remaining funds for a particular student may/will 
be carried over to the next school year. 
 
Refunds for withdrawn, and graduating students - a written or e-mailed request for a refund of any 
money remaining in their account may be submitted; otherwise, a review of accounts will occur 
annually and students with balances of $5 or above will be issued a refund.  Students who are 
graduating at the end of the year have the option to transfer to a sibling’s account with a written 
request. 
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