
Mendham Borough School District:
Required Assessment Reporting



Required Assessments to be Included in Reporting

● ACCESS for ELLs, Spring 2021

● Dynamic Learning Maps(DLM), Spring 2021

● Start Strong Assessment, Fall 2021



NJDOE Rules for reporting test scores

● The number of students (n size) for reporting is a minimum of 10 as per 

suppression rules applied to student data to protect student confidentiality.

● Mendham Borough School District’s n size for assessments:
○ ACCESS for ELLs, Spring 2021:  n size < 10

○ Dynamic Learning Maps, Spring 2021:  n size < 10 (zero students in total)

○ Start Strong Assessment, Fall 2021:  n size > 10 in many areas

● No reporting for ACCESS for ELLs

● No reporting for DLMs

● Reporting for Start Strong follows this slide



Mendham Borough School District 

Start Strong Assessment
Fall 2021 Administration



The Start Strong Fall 2021 is intended to…

● Provide an early indication of the level of support students may need based 
upon the prior year’s academic standards.

● Be administered quickly and provide immediate results.
● Serve as New Jersey’s federally required general assessments for the 

2020-2021 school year in English language arts (ELA)/mathematics/science, 
including public reporting of school-level results disaggregated by subgroup.

Source:  https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/docs/StartStrongFall2021Administration.pdf



Start Strong Fall 2021 is NOT intended to…

● Replace local standards-based benchmark assessments districts may already 

have in place. 

● Replace the spring 2022 New Jersey Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA) 

statewide summative assessments. 

● This is a one-time flexibility granted by the United States Department of 

Education (USDOE). It is expected that all eligible students will participate in 

the spring 2022 NJSLA statewide assessments.

Source:  https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/docs/StartStrongFall2021Administration.pdf



Information about Start Strong Assessments

● Grades and subjects include:   4th-8th, math and ELA; 6th, science only
● Administered during the week of September 13, 2021
● 45-60 minute; administered during a single class sitting
● Administered via an online platform; same as previous state tests 
● Assessments were aligned to the previous year’s academic standards to help 

educators understand level of support students required for current grade-level 
instruction



Levels of Support 
● Each students’ score was equated to a level of support “needed” as follows:

○ Less Support May Be Needed
○ Some Support May Be Needed
○ Strong Support May Be Needed

● Each level of support, can be assigned to one of the following New Jersey Student 
Learning Assessment (NJSLA) performance levels for ELA and math:

○ Exceeded Expectations
○ Met Expectations
○ Approached Expectations
○ Partially Met Expectations
○ Did Not Yet Meet Expectations

● In science, the corresponding levels are as follows:
○ Advanced Proficiency
○ Proficient
○ Near Proficiency
○ Below Proficient



Start Strong Support Levels and Corresponding 
NJSLA Performance Levels

Source:  https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/educator-resources/startStrong/Start%20Strong%20SIG%20Accessible.pdf



Total items (questions) for each test by grade level 
and subject area:

ELA

● 4th: 10 items

● 5th: 10 items

● 6th: 10 items

● 7th: 10 items

● 8th: 10 items

Math

● 4th: 21 items

● 5th: 23 items

● 6th: 23 items

● 7th: 22 items

● 8th: 20 items

Science 

● 6th:    25 items



Grade 4 ELA

● n = 42

● Less Support May Be Needed:  26

● Some Support May Be Needed:  5

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  11



Grade 4 Math

● n = 42

● Less Support May Be Needed:  28

● Some Support May Be Needed:  9

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  5



Grade 4: SUBGROUPS (white, male, female)

Subgroup ELA Math

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Female 
(n=27)

19%
(n=5)

19%
(n=5)

63%
(n=17)

11%
(n=3)

26%
(n=7)

63%
(n=17)

Male
(n=14)

40%
(n=6) 0% 60%

(n=8)
13%
(n=2)

13%
(n=2)

73%
(n=10)

White 
(n=35)

32%
(n=11)

12%
(n=4)

56%
(n=20) 9 15%

(n=5)
24%
(n=8)

62%
(n=22)



Grade 5 ELA

● n = 50

● Less Support May Be Needed:  41

● Some Support May Be Needed:  9

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  0



Grade 5 Math

● n = 51

● Less Support May Be Needed:  29

● Some Support May Be Needed:  17

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  5



Grade 5: SUBGROUPS (white, male, female)

Subgroup ELA Math

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Female
(n=30) 0% 10% 90% 10% 27% 63%

Male
(n=21) 0% 33% 67% 10% 43% 48%

White
(n=44) 0% 20% 80% 9 9% 32% 59%



Grade 6 ELA

● n = 54

● Less Support May Be Needed:  34

● Some Support May Be Needed:  13

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  7



Grade 6 Math

● n = 54

● Less Support May Be Needed:  33

● Some Support May Be Needed:  15

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  6



Grade 6 Science

● n = 54

● Less Support May Be Needed:  31

● Some Support May Be Needed:  16

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  7



Grade 6: SUBGROUPS (white, male, female)

Subgroup ELA Math

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Female
(n=23) 9% 22% 70% 13% 39% 48%

Male
(n=31) 16% 26% 58% 10% 19% 71%

White
(n=47) 15% 21% 64% 9 13% 30% 57%



Grade 6: SUBGROUPS (white, male, female)

Subgroup Science

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Female
(n=23) 17% 22% 61%

Male
(n=31) 10% 35% 55%

White
(n=47) 13% 32% 55%



Grade 7 ELA

● n = 66

● Less Support May Be Needed: 45

● Some Support May Be Needed:  14

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  7



Grade 7 ELA: Students with IEPs

● n = 11

● Less Support May Be Needed:  2

● Some Support May Be Needed:  3

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  6



Grade 7 Math

● n = 67

● Less Support May Be Needed:  30

● Some Support May Be Needed:  30

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  7



Grade 7 Math: Students with IEPs

● n = 11

● Less Support May Be Needed:  0

● Some Support May Be Needed:  5

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  6



Grade 7: SUBGROUPS (white, male, female)

Subgroup ELA Math

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Female
(n=33) 3% 19% 78% 3% 47% 50%

Male
(n=35) 18% 24% 59% 17% 43% 40%

White
(n=56) 11% 20% 69% 9 11% 48% 41%



Grade 8 ELA

● n = 53

● Less Support May Be Needed:  41

● Some Support May Be Needed:  8

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  4



Grade 8 Math

● n = 53

● Less Support May Be Needed:  39

● Some Support May Be Needed:  8

● Strong Support May Be Needed:  6



Grade 8: SUBGROUPS (white, male, female)

Subgroup ELA Math

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Strong Support 
Needed

Some Support 
Needed

Less Support 
Needed

Female
(n=24) 8% 13% 79% 17% 17% 67%

Male
(n=29) 7% 17% 76% 7% 14% 79%

White
(n=45) 7% 18% 76% 9 11% 16% 73%



District-level review of data included:

● School and District Summative Record

● Individual Student Reports

● Results by Question Reports (includes standards assessed)

● Students Level Reports (by grade level, demographic, student, or group)



Initial review of ELA data found…

● Every item required students to read a short text; every item consisted of two questions

● Questions in which students needed to choose multiple answers tended to give students more trouble 

than those where only a single answer was needed

● Items requiring reading informational texts tended to give students more trouble than reading 

literature

● Other standards (such as evaluate arguments, find key details, determine main idea, describe 

characters) were assessed with varying frequency (some only once and some multiple times at a grade 

level); there were no other specific patterns in how students performed on these other standards





ELA Question with multiple answers…



ELA Question with multiple answers…



Initial review of math data found…

● There was a much wider variety of standards assessed at each grade level

● No specific standards posed more trouble for students than others; the same was true 

for concepts

● Concepts assessed across grade levels included:  operations, multiplication and 

division, measurement, base ten, fractions, unit fractions, operations with fractions, 

ratios, proportions, expressions, inequalities

● The type of item, within a certain concept, seemed to be the reason why students had 

difficulty; for example, items with multiple steps and or multiple answers, or items 

with long stories that needed to be read





Math Questions that posed difficulty…



Math Questions that posed difficulty…



Math Questions that posed difficulty…



District-level takeaways…

● ELA and math teachers should provide students with additional practice solving 

and responding to varying types of items

● Individual student data should be used to provide just-in-time teaching for 

students who need it

● Continued use of district-level assessment tools will also provide information 

regarding students’ strengths and weaknesses in ELA and math



Districtwide action at all levels…
● NJDOE-provided individual student reports, results by question reports, and students level 

reports, were were shared with teachers and administrators via Google Drive as soon as they 

were available; teachers and administrators were also given access to the online Reporting 

Portal, as some data could not be downloaded in a usable form (for example:  screenshots of 

items)

● Teachers and administrators reviewed those reports

● Teachers were able to design just-in-time support for those students who needed it; this 

included using the data to prioritize students for tutoring in ELA and math in grades 3-8

● Administrators identified ways to support teachers in providing more practice for test items



What’s next and ongoing…

● Math teachers will continue to administer the Eureka Math “unit tests” via the online 

assessment system to both assess student progress and to provide students with 

practice answering items of that type

● ELA teachers will utilize LinkIt!’s Released Practice Items and Progress Monitoring Items 
to provide students with practice answering items of that type

● As usual, we will administer the LinkIT! Assessments in grades 2-8 in ELA and math 

(next one will be in Jan/Feb) to measure student learning

● Teachers will use data from the previously listed tools to support student learning as 

the school year progresses



Questions?


