
REGULAR MEETING 

BOARD OF EDUCATON 

BYERS SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 32J 

September 18, 2008 

 
OPENING ACTIVITIES 

 
Call to Order: A regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mr. Woodie 
West, Vice-President, in the Lecture Hall at Byers School District, 444 E. Front Street, Byers, Colorado.   
 

Roll Call and Declaration of a Quorum: Members present were Rodney Brockelman, Laurie Kitzman, 
Beverly Lloyd, Debbie Steitz, Woodie West. 
 
ABSENT: Richard Williams 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

 

BOARD REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 

Mrs. Kitzman moved, Mr. Brockelman seconded, to approve the agenda with the addition of the 
resignation of Suzette Spano – Elem. SPED Aide, the employment of Suzette Spano – Substitute; 
removal of Action item 9.1 – Board Re-Organization; addition of a Resolution in Support of 
Amendment 59. 
 
AYE:  Rodney Brockelman, Laurie Kitzman, Beverly Lloyd, Debbie Steitz, Woodie West 
Motion Carried 5-0 

 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Mrs. Lloyd moved, Mr. Brockelman seconded, to approve the minutes of the special meeting August 12, 2008; 
to approve the financial report; approve the employment of Suzette Spano – Elementary SPED Aide, approve 
the employment of Suzette Spano - Substitute;  approve the resignation of Suzette Spano – Elementary SPED 
Aide;  approve JJD on a 3rd reading; approve policy ADC on a 2nd reading; approve policies GBEC, GCQF, 
JEA, GCE/GCF, GBG, GBEA, GBEE and GCOA on a 1st reading. 

 
The minutes of the August 21, 2008 meeting were moved to action item 9.0 to be discussed further.  Policy 
BDA-E-1 was removed to be discussed further at the next meeting. 

 
AYE:  Rodney Brockelman, Laurie Kitzman, Beverly Lloyd, Debbie Steitz, Woodie West 
Motion Carried 5-0 

 
REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 

 

Presentations:  None. 
 

Public Address:  None. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

 

Minutes – August 21, 2008:  Mrs. Lloyd asked that the discussion of the condition of the football field be 
added to the minutes under committee reports.  Mrs. Steitz moved, Mrs. Lloyd seconded, to approve the 
minutes of the August 21, 2008 as amended. 
 
AYE:  Rodney Brockelman, Laurie Kitzman, Beverly Lloyd, Debbie Steitz, Woodie West 
Motion Carried 5-0 
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Resolution in Support of Amendment 59:  Mr. Turrell read a resolution in support of SAFE (Savings 
Account for Education).   
 
WHEREAS, a ballot initiative unofficially titled “Savings Account for Education” (SAFE), which will appear 
on the general election ballot in November 2008 as Amendment 59, will amend the Colorado Constitution to 
dedicate a new funding source for the benefit of public education and create a savings account to stabilize 
education funding during tough economic times; and 

 
WHEREAS, Colorado’s Constitution is riddled with conflicting and contradictory fiscal restraints that have the 
effect of limiting the state’s financial resources on one hand and requiring annual increases in spending for K-
12 education on the other; and  

 
WHEREAS, the SAFE initiative addresses two of these conflicting provisions of the Colorado Constitution by 
eliminating the spending mandates of Amendment 23i and modifying the fiscal year spending limit in the 
Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR) ii by directing that future state surplus revenue be deposited in the State 
Education Fund; and 

 
WHEREAS, by addressing this constitutional quagmire, the SAFE initiative restores authority to Colorado’s 
elected representatives to address Colorado’s educational and economic infrastructure through the legislative 
process; and 

 

WHEREAS, the SAFE initiative does not change the requirement in TABOR that all tax increases must be 
approved by voters nor does it increase any tax rate or impose any new taxes; and  

 
WHEREAS, the SAFE initiative creates a “rainy day” savings account in the State Education Fund that will 
provide funding for P-12 public schools in tough economic times which will reduce the pressure on the state 
budget to fund other essential services such as health care, transportation and higher education; and 

 
WHEREAS, the State Education Fund may only be used to fund public education programs, from preschool 
through the 12th grade, for such things as reducing class-size, expanding technology education, and providing 
performance incentives for teachers; and 

 
WHEREAS, the SAFE initiative will be beneficial to the interests of public education in the long term because 
it will restore the ability of elected leaders to make budget decisions based on the needs of the state rather than 
inflexible state constitutional mandates and it will provide an additional source of revenue for the State 
Education Fund to be used for educational purposes. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Byers 32J School District officially 
declares its support for the Savings Account for Education, appearing as Amendment 59 on the November 4 
ballot, because it is a reasoned compromise that will secure an additional funding source for public education, 
bolster the State Education Fund and restore budget flexibility to Colorado’s elected representatives. 
 
Questions were raised about how each district would receive this additional funding.  Mrs. Lloyd moved, Mrs. 
Steitz seconded to approve the resolution in support of SAFE. 

 
AYE:  Rodney Brockelman, Laurie Kitzman, Debbie Steitz, Woodie West 
NO:  Beverly Lloyd 
Motion Carried 4-1 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Mr. Turrell indicated that he would like to present the policy on apartment 
deposits next month.  He would like to increase the pet deposit from $100 per pet to $250 per pet.  This would 
be in addition to the basic deposit of $250.  The change would not be retroactive, but for new tenants only. 
 
Mr. Turrell presented a CSAP comparison of the area schools. 
 
Mr. Turrell shared some of the schools’ and Board’s goals and how the District is progressing in reaching these 
goals.  These were also shared at the most recent accountability committee meeting. 
 
Committee Reports:   

Legislative Report – None 
BOCES report – Mr. Brockelman gave a report of the BOCES meeting.  The BOCES purchased the building       

just north of the current BOCES building, giving them an additional 5,000 square feet. 
CHSAA report –None 
Personnel report – None 
Audit report – None 
Buildings/Grounds report – None 
Budget/Policy report – A copy of the most recent policies to be reviewed on a 1st reading were sent  

with the packets. They will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 

CLOSING ACTIVITIES 

 

Agenda Items for Next Board Meeting:   The next regular meeting of the Board of Education is scheduled 
for October 16, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Lecture Hall at Byers School District, 444 E. Front Street.   Items for 
the next meeting include policy 1st, 2nd, & 3rd readings, staff Christmas gifts, appoint a new member and re-
organize the Board, along with anything else that arises prior to that time. 
 
Adjournment: There being no further business, Mrs. Steitz moved, Mrs. Kitzman seconded, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

 
AYE:  Rodney Brockelman, Laurie Kitzman, Beverly Lloyd, Debbie Steitz, Woodie West 
Motion Carried 5-0 
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President 
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Secretary 
 

 
 


