
 

 

Every Child…..Every Class…..Every Day 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 7  

MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR / JORDAN SINZ 

The start of November ushers in the start of the “Holiday Season.”  Thanksgiving is only a few weeks away and 

seeing this date on my calendar caused me to pause and reflect.  I have now been a part of the Wisconsin Heights 

School District team for four months and have lived in the community for roughly 125 days.  To longstanding   

veterans of the community and school that seems quite insignificant, to me, it is amazing how positive the         

transition has been.  A few highlights thus far include: 

 

In my role, it is critical to have a solid working relationship with the board of education.  I have found the         

Wisconsin Heights School District board of education to be committed to engaging in conversation around      

providing a top-notch education to the students of our district.  The board asks questions and pushes to see our   

efforts center on continuous improvement.  I look at two key pieces of district work that demonstrate this          

commitment.  The first is our work to update all district policies.  This process started in September, and by the end 

of the school year, we will have a policy book that reflects best practice and is grounded by up-to-date school law.  

On October 23rd we held our annual meeting and budget hearing.  Following the completion of this special      

meeting, our board of education approved a mill rate of $11.50 for the 2017-18 school year.  This mill rate         

represented a 3.57% reduction from the previous year.  While we cannot promise this same reduction on a yearly 

basis, we can promise that we will be stewards of tax revenue and be conscious of our community. 

 

I have found the school district community to be very supportive of our school.  Having connected with village  

officials in Mazomanie and Black Earth, I am impressed with their vision of sustainable growth.  We share this  

vision as a school district, and our villages/municipalities are inextricably bonded together in a mutually beneficial 

relationship.  Simply put, it will forever be wise for us to work together with a greater vision in mind.  Thank you 

to the civic organizations, community leaders, and residents of our district that believe in collaboration.  I look   

forward to nurturing this working relationship. 

 

Our district staff has come together on multiple occasions to learn together and to envision our shared future.  As 

we embark on this learning process, I have tried to remind our staff of three essential components of successful 

school districts: 

1. We will create a collaborative culture 

2. We will respect each other 

3. We will do what is best for ALL kids! 

These components will not waiver and will be reinforced through our actions.  I have enjoyed working with staff 

members to demonstrate these principles.  Thank you to all of them for their commitment to such. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving and I hope the holiday season allows for you to share in some quality family time!  I am 

thankful for the opportunity to be a part of the Wisconsin Heights School District and community.  We are together 

on the journey of providing an educational experience that is of distinct quality!  If you have any questions, feel 

free to contact me at 608-767-2595 (office), 608-370-3997 (cell) or jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us. 



 

 

Mazomanie Elementary News 
DALE GREEN, Mazomanie Pr incipal 

 

Thank you for attending Parent-Teacher Conferences on October 26th. Our first trimester report cards will be 

coming home in backpacks on December 7th. 

 

Parents, please note that our teachers may not have the opportunity to read and respond to emails immediately 

during the school day.  Our teachers have full schedules with students throughout each day and depending on 

their daily schedule and planned meetings after school, they do not always have an opportunity to check their 

email messages.  Our teachers will do their best to reply to you in a timely manner; but if your email message 

is something that needs to be addressed prior to the end of the day, please include the office in your email.  

You may also call the school office and we can get a message to the teacher. 

 

Please allow time for teachers to gather and organize homework that will be missed due to a child’s absence.  

Teachers can have homework ready for pick-up at the end of the school day if requested by the parent when 

calling in the morning of their child’s absence. 

 

Are you ready?  Winter is coming… 

Coats, hats mittens, scarves…Does your child have all the things he or she needs?  All students need to go  

outside daily at recess for fresh air and exercise.  Please make sure your child is appropriately dressed. 

Please label your children’s coats, snow pants, sweatshirts, mittens and hats with their initials or their first 

name and last initial to help identify these items if they are ever lost or misplaced. 

 

With the winter season fast approaching, here are a few reminders: 

 There may be times when school is cancelled or delayed.  Please refer to the local television and radio  

stations for the latest updates.  If we do experience a late start, the breakfast program will not be          

available. 

 

 Are your Snow Closing/Early Dismissal plans for your child still the same or do they need to be updated?  

(These plans were on one of the forms we asked you to fill out during our registration in August.)  If they 

need to be updated, please send a note with the new information to your school office and to your child’s 

teacher. 

 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

 

November Elementary Events: 

Nov. 2nd WHPTO Meeting, 6:30, MZ LMC 

Nov. 3rd  MOO Science Club, 3:00-4:30PM (3rd & 4th Grade) 

Nov. 5th    Daylight Savings Time Ends…set your clocks back one hour! 

Nov. 14th  Fifth Grade Band Concert-6:30 MZ Gym 

Nov. 16th  Nurtured Heart Parent Workshop-6:30-8:00, BE LMC 

Nov. 17th  MOO Science Club, 3:00-4:30PM, MZ (4th & 5th Grade) 

Nov. 30th  End of 1st Trimester 

Nov. 22nd  No school for students.  THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Nov. 23rd  No school for students.  THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Nov. 24th  No school for students.  THANKSGIVING BREAK  



 

 

Middle/High School News 
CHRIS CONOHAN, Principal 

The past month has been a busy and exciting time at the high school and middle school. Images of big events 

and classroom moments are Tweeted just about every day - many of them moved to Facebook by Courtney 

Warren. 

We had a wonderful Homecoming week with spirited competitions. Seniors won the spirit award, and our   

athletic teams had a wonderful showing. The pep band, under the direction of Ms. Haas, braved the rain for the 

parade and the football game, putting on a great show both times. The dance was fun and went well. A      

highlight was seeing almost everyone in attendance involved in the same line dances. Staff, students, and the 

community all did a wonderful job bringing the week together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Honor Society, under the direction of Mr. Winters, recently held their induction to welcome new 

members with a candlelight ceremony. All inductees rank high in academics, service, and leadership.         

Congratulations to all inductees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic and Career Planning is up and running, albeit on a piloting level. Middle and high school students 

are using the Career Cruising app to explore careers and pathways to those careers. Mr. Moyer, Ms. Hauser, 

and I attended a training on the Career Cruising program and learned what others districts do. Our team has 

drafted a scope and sequence for the program as we pilot. Thank you to everyone involved in the launch. 



 

 

Middle/High School News 
CHRIS CONOHAN, Principal 

Our School Improvement team and staff have designed a vocabulary assessment for every grade level so we 

can assess current levels of content-area vocabulary, which is linked to reading comprehension. We’re just 

about ready to assess all grades and then look at the data and set goals for improvement. That also means we’ll 

research practices for vocabulary development. More to come. 

The Dane Arts Mural Arts (DAMA) visited the schools to work with Ms. Goebel to develop a mural to be   

installed in the Black Earth Children’s Museum. DAMA researches content, accuracy, and messages for public 

art and then enlists communities, especially those at-risk, in the creation of the art. This work is a wonderful  

example of collaboration between the county, community, and school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Gehrke and Mr. Colby, our physical education staff debuted heart rate monitors to students. The monitors 

display heart rates, almost real-time, as a visible sign and record of when students are at peak heart rates or 

when they need to change their movement. Look for more about this on the district Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Drama and Music Departments have begun rehearsing for their presentation of Mary Poppins, which will 

occur December 15th - 17th. Thank you to students involved in the cast and crew, and also to Ms. Haas and all 

community members involved.  

Looking ahead, we are already researching scheduling for next year and what that might look like. To gain the 

student perspective, a survey will go out soon seeking their input on pride, vision points, engagement, and  

other ideas they would like to share. Ultimately, the experience is for students. Their voices will be important 

to hear. My hope is that it ties to our vision and helps us establish priorities so we can work smarter, not    

harder. 

It’s a great time to be a Vanguard! 



 

 

Guidance Department 
KURT WONG, MS/HS Guidance Counselor  

Seniors 

Seniors should be working on their college applications.  

 

Admissions officials look at: 

 High school rank in class and GPA (grade point average) and the strength of a student’s courses over all 

four high school years 

 ACT and/or SAT scores 

 School and community activities 

 Teacher recommendations, if required 

 Student essays, if required 

 Overall quality of student effort in preparing the application – following directions, proper spelling,     

typing or neat handwriting, etc. 

 

UW Universities/colleges Application pr ior ity dates and deadlines vary from campus to campus and 

sometimes among different programs at one campus. It is to your advantage to apply early!  UW-Madison 

has the earliest priority acceptance deadline which is November 2. If you have any questions, please contact 

Mr. Wong or the institution to which you are applying. 

 

The UW System has an enrollment management policy that limits the number of students each campus can 

accommodate. Specific programs may also have enrollment limits. Even applicants who meet minimum    

admission requirements may not be admitted. 

 

You may use the UW System Application for Undergraduate Admission to apply to any UW campus. 

Whether you apply online or use the paper application, several items must be submitted to complete your  

application file. 

 A $60 application fee must be paid to each campus to which you apply. In cases of exceptional need, 

the application fee may be waived. Contact your counselor for details. 

 An official copy of your high school transcript. If you have completed any college course work, you 

must also have an official transcript sent from each college or university attended. 

 ACT or SAT test scores. Some admission offices require an official score repor t directly from the 

testing agency before evaluating an application. 

 

Visit https://apply.wisconsin.edu and use the UW System online application for admission. Features of the 

online eApplication include easy ability to apply to multiple campuses and optional Visa or MasterCard   

payment of the application fee.  

 

https://apply.wisconsin.edu/


 

 

Guidance Department….Cont’d 
KURT WONG, Guidance Counselor  

The Admission Decision – High school seniors notified of admission before finishing their senior year are 

expected to graduate, successfully complete course work in progress at the time they applied and maintain 

the class rank required for admission. UW System institutions reserve the right to rescind admission if a   

student fails to meet conditions on which admission was based.  

 

MATC Registration  

MATC will start processing applications as soon as they receive them. You will need to look up the specific 

programs you are applying to because prerequisites vary.  You will also be able to find out if there is a    

waiting list or not.   

 

Madison College’s online application is secure and easy to use: 

 Save your work and come back to it later. 

 Receive immediate notification of receipt via e-mail. 

 No delay – application processing starts right away. 

Some programs may have unique admission requirements or early such as assessment test scores, course  

requirements, or early admission deadlines.  From the Madison College homepage, click on the link to 

“Programs of Study” and find your program to check for any additional requirements. 

 

Transcripts 

Students must fill out a Transcript Request Form in order to have a transcript sent to any school they are   

applying to. This form may be picked up outside the Guidance Office. At the present time there is no charge 

to have a transcript sent. Once the request is received, there will be a 2-3 day turnaround in getting the      

application out.  

 

Juniors and Seniors 

You can apply online for the ACT www.actstudent.org and SAT http://www.collegeboard.com/student/

index.html?student.  All juniors will be taking the ACT here at the high school on February 28, 2017. You 

can find out other test dates and deadlines using these sites also. 

 

8th Grade Parents’ Night  

Stay tuned for more information on an informational night for parents which will help to explain many of the 

questions you may have about the transition to high school. It is tentatively scheduled for some time in early 

December. You will be able to ask any questions that you have about scheduling or the general transition to 

high school.  Besides learning about this transition, you will become familiarized with Wisconsin Heights 

High School graduation requirements and the coursework that will prepare students for post-secondary     

options.  

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student


 

 

Note from the Music Department 
ANIELA HAAS & GINA ADEMINO 

Thank you to everyone that came out to support the High School Marching Band and Color Guard performing 

their Pirates of the Caribbean half-time show at home football games.   

We’d like to recognize our senior members: first row) Brooks Lueck (drum major), Max Bailey (drum major), 

Griffin Parks, Channing Kepler, second row) Paul Jacobson, Bailey Graedel, Daniel Guyer, third row) Carson 

Hughes (drum major), Mardi Biser, Hannah Brekke, 4th row) Anil Jergens, Mariah Kahl.        

                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

Music Department Upcoming Events in November 

*1-Fall Fundraiser product pick-up by 5:00 PM 

*6-Music Boosters Meeting 6:30 PM 

*8 -Fall Fundraiser money due 

*9-MS Conference Honors Band at Cambridge (select students) 

*10-Veterans Day Program (7-12 Band members) during school day 

*11-Wisconsin Heights Craft Fair, Music Boosters Bake Sale, Food Line, & select musicians perform  

*14-5th Grade Band Concert 6:30 PM at Mazomanie Elementary Gym  

 

Looking to donate? (Contact Gina Ademino, 767-2586 x3402 for more information) 

The Music Department will take that used polo, lesson book, band instrument, guitar, keyboard, or music 

stand, and get it into the hands of a music student.  

 

We are still collecting used ink jet cartridges (nothing larger than a foot & no toner tubes).  You can leave 

them in the drop box near the office at the elementary schools or in the MS/HS office. 

 

The Music Department is currently looking for accompanists for our Solo & Ensemble Festival on February 

24th (starting in January).  Contact Aniela Haas or Gina Ademino, directors, 767-2586 

 

Noteworthy Quote: Fact: One of the only activities that activates, stimulates, and uses the entire brain is 

music. 

WHHS’ “Band of Pirates” (aka Color Guard) 



 

 

Library News 
SANDY CHURCHILL, Library Media Specialist 

On Friday, October 20th, children’s author Jessie Haas visited both Mazomanie and Black Earth Elementary 

through the generosity of the Mazomanie Free Library and the Black Earth Public Library. At Mazomanie 

Jessie showed photos while talking about the history of horses (i.e. the evolution of the horse). The    

Mazomanie Elementary students did a terrific job listening to the presentation and had an opportunity to ask 

a few questions. At Black Earth Elementary students also did a terrific job looking at some slides of different 

types of horses and listening to Jessie read one of her stories aloud. 

 

The author visit of Jessie Haas was a big success! Thank you to everyone that came to the Black Earth Book 

Fair during Parent Teacher Conferences. 



 

 

Notes from the Nurse 
KATY HOWE, School Nurse 

November is here and the holiday season in upon on!  We’d like to thank          

everyone for coming out to the Halloween Party at Black Earth Elementary!  With 

your help, we raised a little over $1,700 for school needs.  Thanks also goes out to 

Melodi Luko for her work in coordinating the  party!  It was a fun-packed      

evening. 

 

You are always welcome to come out to our monthly meeting and see what we’re 

working on.  Our meeting are every first Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm and switch from BE to Mazomanie  

Elementary libraries.  This month’s meeting is in the Mazomanie Elementary Library  on November 2nd at 

6:30 pm.   

 

The main objective this month is our new YANKEE CANDLE fundraiser!  Who doesn’t know someone who 

loves these candles?!  This is going to be a very quick and fun way to get the right gifts for your loved ones for 

the holidays and the PTO will see a great percentage go right back into the schools.  Our awesome Stephanie 

Sinz is heading this up, and you will see flyers coming home in backpacks soon.   

 

One last set of thank you goes to Katie Doescher and Chris Bowman.  Katie helped organize a teacher meal for 

both elementary schools during Parent Teacher Conferences so that our teachers were happy and fed.  Chris 

helped to organize volunteers for the Scholastic Book Fair in Black Earth during Parent Teacher Confer-

ences.  It was a busy time!  Thank you so very much, Katie and Chris! 

 

Come join your kid’s Wisconsin Heights Parent Teacher           

Organization, and feel the spirit of Thanksgiving all year long! 

This month I will be conducting vision and hearing screenings at both elementary schools. The kindergarten 

students will each have their hearing screened, while all students will have their vision screened. If you feel 

that your child who is not in kindergarten would benefit from a hearing screening, please let me know. 

In the event a child does not pass one of these screenings, I will rescreen them a few weeks later. If they do 

not pass this second screening, I will send home a letter to notify you.  If you receive a letter indicating an 

issue might be present, it is critical that you make an appointment with an eye doctor or audiologist to ad-

dress the issue. In the US, the most prevalent disabling childhood conditions are vision disorders. Early     

detection greatly increases the likelihood that treatment will be effective. Your student’s school performance 

can be negatively impacted by poor vision or hearing, so seeking treatment options right away is crucial! 

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding these. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

WISCONSIN HEIGHTS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

10173 US Highway 14 
Mazomanie, WI 53560 
 
Phone: (608) 767-2595 
Fax: (608) 767-3579 
Email: jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

“Every Child...Every Class...Every Day” 

The following must be turned in to the office before a student is allowed to participate in extra-

curricular activities: 

 Current physical or 2nd year card 

 Concussion Form 

 Emergency 
Contact Form 

 November Athletic Events 
RICH MOYER, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL & ATHLETIC DIRECTOR  

HS Boys Basketball First Practice : Nov. 13th   

Activity Day Date Time Versus Location 

HS Boys Basketball JV/V Fri 11/17/2017 4:00 Multi-Scrimmage Wisconsin Heights High School 

Basketball:  Boys JV2/JV/V   Tue 11/28/2017 6:00/7:30 Luther Prep Luther Preparatory School 

      

HS Girls Basketball First Practice : Nov. 6th   

Activity Day Date Time Versus Location 

HS Girls Basketball JV/V Sat 11/11/2017 10:30 Multi-Scrimmage Prairie du Chien High School 

HS Girls Basketball JV/V Tue 11/21/2017 6:00/7:30 Luther Prep Wisconsin Heights High School 

HS Girls Basketball JV/V Thu 11/30/2017 6:00/7:30 Lakeside Lutheran Lakeside Lutheran High School 

      

MS Boys Basketball      

Activity Day Date Time Versus Location 

MS Boys Basketball: 7/8 Tue 11/07/2017 4:15 Lodi Middle 

Mazomanie Elementary School/ Wisconsin 

Heights MS/HS  School 

MS Boys Basketball: 7/8 Thu 11/09/2017 4:15 Baraboo Baraboo (Lower) High School 

MS Boys Basketball: 7/8 Mon 11/13/2017 4:15 

Reedsburg WEBB 

Middle 

Mazomanie Elementary School/ Wisconsin 

Heights MS/HS  School 

MS Boys Basketball: 7/8 Mon 11/20/2017 4:15 Poynette Middle Poynette Middle School 

MS Boys Basketball: 7/8 Thu 11/30/2017 4:15 Sauk Prairie Middle Sauk Prairie Middle School 

Schedules subject to change.  

For current up to date information go to   

http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/ 

http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/

