
 

 

Every Child…..Every Class…..Every Day 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8  

MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR / JORDAN SINZ 

Part of the allure of living and working in a smaller community setting is the deeper connections you can foster 

with other individuals in that community.  In our case, we need to build on our connections with families,     

community members, business owners, etc.… to ensure that we are engaged in mutually supportive activities.  

On January 9th, I participated in a Black Earth Village Board Meeting, and I made the following statement; a 

strong school district is good for the community, and a strong community is good for the school district.  To this 

end, I want to share a few items of note and encourage you to be a part of the building of a strong school and          

community! 

 

There is a grassroots effort growing under the umbrella of the “Gateway To The Driftless” region.  Chris Long is 

leading the effort to mobilize support in Black Earth, Mazomanie, Cross Plains, and other municipalities that 

comprise the Black Earth Creek Watershed.  The villages of Mazomanie and Black Earth have both written    

letters of support for this initiative.  I also wrote a letter of support as I see tremendous value in sharing the news 

about this incredible area where we live and work.  The challenge is spreading the word to get others to explore 

all of the great things our region can offer.  Chris and other committee members are working hard to launch a 

website that publicizes the outdoor recreation and community events that we have to offer.  Stay tuned as the 

website is expected to go live this spring. 

 

One event that will support community conversations around the topic of further growth is our upcoming 

“Future Search” process.  The Wisconsin Heights School District Future Search will set the stage for district 

stakeholders to participate in a process that helps establish the course for our district vision for the foreseeable 

future.  The actual event will take place on the evenings of April 19th and 20th, and during the morning of April 

21st.  Save the date cards will be mailed to district box holders from February 19 – 26th.  I am truly excited to  

engage our community in this process of setting a shared vision!  Feel free to contact me for more information, 

or you can connect with one of our design team members who recently participated in their first planning     

meeting: Ike Dupee, Dale Green, Cora Gullickson, Gary Harrop, Anil Jergens, Melodi Luko, Pete Peterson,   

Carolyn Shaffer, Barb Statz, Pat Troge, and Dennis Wood.  If you would like to participate in the April event, 

please email Penny Hegyi at phegyi@wisheights.k12.wi.us or call her at 608-767-2595 ext. 1001.  All          

community members are welcome to participate in this exciting three-day event! 

 

Our district is embracing the notion of open and positive lines of communication with all stakeholders.  We  

firmly believe that the trust that is developed through this focus will be the catalyst for making the Wisconsin 

Heights School District an even better place.  We are together on the journey of providing an educational        

experience that is of distinct quality!  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 608-767-2595 (office), 

608-370-3997 (cell) or jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

mailto:phegyi@wisheights.k12.wi.us


 

 

Elementary News 
DEB WINKLER, Black Ear th Pr incipal 

DALE GREEN, Mazomanie Pr incipal 

Notes from the Nurse 
KATY HOWE, School Nurse 

We will be participating in the American Heart Association Jump Rope for Heart campaign again this 

year.  Jump Rope for Heart is an opportunity for students to be involved with a national campaign in           

promoting and raising awareness of exercise and good health.  Watch for information coming home in      

backpacks. 

 

Check our Teaching & Learning page on the district website.  We have posted all district courses allowing  

parents to view what is covered, what standards it addresses, essential questions asked, and other pertinent  

information for any class at any level. Click this link to see how staff across the district have used a Build 

Your Own Curriculum approach and recording of their class. 

 

February Dates: 

1st: WHPTO Meeting-6:30 pm @-BE 

6th: K4/K5 Pre-Registration - 3:30-5:30 pm @ BE 

19th: Teacher PD Day-No School 

February is National Children’s Dental Health month.  To celebrate I wanted to share some ways to keep your 

child’s teeth healthy.  Good dental hygiene leads to good oral health. Good oral health is a huge part of our 

overall physical health! Poor oral health is linked to heart disease, diabetes, and stroke along with other   

chronic conditions. Here are some of the basics for keeping your mouth healthy. 

 

 Brush twice a day and take your time! 

 Use toothpaste with fluoride and a soft-bristled brush. 

 Keep your toothbrush clean- rinse it after use and store it upright. Don’t keep it covered- let it air dry to 

prevent the growth of bacteria and molds. 

 Replace your toothbrush every 3-4 months 

 Floss daily! It doesn’t matter if you floss before or after your brush. If you struggle with string floss, try the 

floss picks or interdental brushes. 

 Using mouthwash can help with killing germs in the mouth, keeping teeth protected from the acids caused 

by bacteria feasting on sugars. Mouthwash also helps keep your breath fresh and pleasant! Some        

mouthwashes also contain fluoride. Ask your dentist if that is something you should be using. 

 Avoid sugary drinks like soda and sports drinks. They are one of the biggest culprits in the formation of      

cavities (sugar=food for bacteria=acid production=HOLES in teeth!). 

 GO SEE your dentist if you have any of these issues arise: 

 

○ Red, tender or swollen gums 

○ Gums that bleed when you brush or floss 

○ Gums that begin pulling away from your teeth 

○ Loose permanent teeth 

○ Changes in the way your top and bottom teeth align with each other 

○ Unusual sensitivity to hot and cold 

○ Persistent bad breath or an unusual taste in your mouth 

○ Difficulty swallowing 

○ Mouth ulcers or sores that don't heal 

 

Taken from the American Dental Association. 

For more info go to https://www.mouthhealthy.org/en/babies-and-kids 

http://wisheights.buildyourowncurriculum.com/Public/Landing_Grades.aspx
http://wisheights.buildyourowncurriculum.com/Public/Landing_Grades.aspx
https://www.mouthhealthy.org/en/babies-and-kids


 

 

Middle/High School News 
CHRIS CONOHAN, Principal 

It is hard to believe the school year is now half complete. The first semester closed with a flurry of activity, 

while the second semester means planning for big events in our walls. 

 

Prior to Winter Break, Kim Houser and FFA completed the massive fruit sale. The 

amount of fruit and items they moved in the building, packaged, and delivered in less 

than a day was quite the sight. Students from outside of FFA also helped. 

 

Also before Winter Break, Gina Ademino and Aniela Haas directed the Winter Middle School band, choir, and 

jazz bands concert. It was a full house, complete with good music from all performers. 

 

Teachers have been busy finding creative ways to engage students with off-site field 

trips. These have ranged from bowling for Physical Education (KaSandra Gehrke) to a 

visit at the Dane County Regional Airport (Joe Marx) to multiple concerts (Aniela Haas 

and Gina Ademino).   

 

Finally, thank you to Dawn Statz for organizing the Geography Bee right before Winter Break. The             

participants were impressive in their knowledge. Congratulations to 8th grader, Alex, who was the final     

winner.  

 

Moving into the present, at a recent staff meeting, staff worked in collaborative 

teams to delve into learning targets, what they are, what they look like, and how it 

affects assessment. For the session, a learning target for staff was identified and 

assessed at the end of the session as a model of how we can be purposeful,    

transparent, and relevant in our work, assessment, and follow-up to make sure 

students are learning what they need to know. 

 

In the high school, Sandy Churchill began developing a MakerSpace. A MakerSpace is quite literally a place 

where students come to make things and use their mind to solve problems relevant to them. In its earliest   

stages, each week, a problem of the week is posted and student post solutions. Puzzles are also available. Ms. 

Churchill is working on collecting miscellaneous materials for creation/building. Those are as simple as scrap 

paper and tools to as focused as Legos. The goal is to make the Library Media Center a place where students 

come to collaborate on solutions and be creative. 

 

High school students recently registered for classes for 2018-19. Thank you to Kurt Wong and Tammy     

Shaffer. Middle school signs up for classes next, and then we’ll begin the scheduling process. MAP testing just 

concluded in the middle school. We’ll be able to look at those numbers and subcategories in the coming days. 

Thank you to Rich Moyer and middle school staff for coordinating and running the assessments so efficiently. 

 

The School Improvement Team has been working to build and share vocabulary 

instructional strategies for staff. Right now, we’re in the Modeling and                 

Understanding stage of this work. Our next stage is to get to Teacher Practice and 

Feedback on that Practice. Later in the Spring, we’ll re-assess students on our 

shared assessment and see if we met growth targets. 

 

Plenty of preparation is underway for so many upcoming events such as ACT, AP exams, MidWinter events, 

Prom, and even looking to graduation. Many, many people have their hands in these upcoming events, but  

extra thanks go out to Ellen Wright, Rose Davey, Kurt Wong, Tammy Shaffer, Kim Houser, Megan           

Bilskemper, Dan Jergens, Dave Purdy, and Kathy Haig. It takes a lot of hard-working individuals to pull off all 

of these events. 

 

It’s a great time to be a Vanguard!  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14TwsSVHS7oGjizfEInlE3cLln1GhtYCf1M-cBQG-nUs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14TwsSVHS7oGjizfEInlE3cLln1GhtYCf1M-cBQG-nUs/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

Guidance Department 
KURT WONG, Guidance Counselor  

Seniors 

 

Scholarship Opportunities  

I will make a presentation to all seniors in early February explaining the WHEF and Independent scholarships that 

are run through our school. 

 

Please check the binder in the guidance office for scholarship opportunities and application deadlines. Currently, 

we have a variety of random scholarships in the binder. The vast majority of local scholarships, however, won’t be 

available to apply for until later in February.  

 

There are also a number of websites such as fastweb.com that students can search. 

 

Seniors should be working on their college applications.  

 

Admissions officials look at: 

 High school rank in class and GPA (grade point average) and the strength of a student’s courses over all four 

high school years 

 ACT and/or SAT scores 

 School and community activities 

 Teacher recommendations, if required 

 Student essays, if required 

 Overall quality of student effort in preparing the application – following directions, proper spelling, typing or 

neat handwriting, etc. 

 

UW Universities/colleges Application priority dates and deadlines vary from campus to campus and sometimes 

among different programs at one campus. It is to your advantage to apply early!  UW-Madison has the earliest    

priority acceptance deadline which is November 2. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Wong or the    

institution to which you are applying. 

 

The UW System has an enrollment management policy that limits the number of students each campus can         

accommodate. Specific programs may also have enrollment limits. Even applicants who meet minimum admission 

requirements may not be admitted. 

 

You may use the UW System Application for Undergraduate Admission to apply to any UW campus. Whether you 

apply online or use the paper application, several items must be submitted to complete your application file. 

 A $50 application fee ($60 for UW Madison) must be paid to each campus to which you apply. In cases of   

exceptional need, the application fee may be waived. Contact your counselor for details. 

 An official copy of your high school transcript. If you have completed any college coursework, you must also 

have an official transcript sent from each college or university attended. 

 ACT or SAT test scores. Some admission offices require an official score report directly from the testing    

agency before evaluating an application. 

 

Visit https://apply.wisconsin.edu and use the UW System online application for admission. Features of the online 

eApplication include easy ability to apply to multiple campuses and optional Visa or MasterCard payment of the 

application fee.  

 

The Admission Decision – High school seniors notified of admission before finishing their senior year are expected 

to graduate, successfully complete coursework in progress at the time they applied and maintain the class rank    

required for admission. UW System institutions reserve the right to rescind admission if a student fails to meet   

conditions on which admission was based.  
 

 

https://apply.wisconsin.edu/


 

 

Guidance Department….Cont’d 
KURT WONG, Guidance Counselor  

This weather makes us feel like spring is right around the corner! But, for most of us   

Wisconsinites, we know that’s just plain silliness! You know what’s also silly? The  

EMOJI movie! Join us on Friday, February 23, 5:30 pm, in the Mazomanie Elementary 

School Gymnasium for a showing of The Emoji movie. The students voted on which  

movie they would like to see and this was the top vote winner. PTO will be selling        

popcorn, baked goods, and bottled water throughout the evening. Admission is just $2.00 (with a $10 maximum 

admission charge per family). PTO will also be seeking volunteers to help with the spring Book Fair held March    

1st-2nd at Black Earth Elementary School. Please contact district librarian Sandy Churchill                                      

schurchill@wisheights.k12.wi.us if you are available to help. Hang in there, spring is closer than you think! 

Upcoming meetings: 

Thursday, February 1, 6:30 pm @ Black Earth Elementary School 

Thursday, March 8, 6:30 pm @ Mazomanie Elementary School 

 

 MATC Registration  

MATC will start processing applications as soon as they receive them. You will need to look up the specific programs 

you are applying to because prerequisites vary.  You will also be able to find out if there is a waiting list or not.  From 

the Madison College homepage, http://madisoncollege.edu/ click on Apply For Admission link.  

 

Madison College’s online application is secure and easy to use: 

 Save your work and come back to it later. 

 Receive immediate notification of receipt via e-mail. 

 No delay – application processing starts right away. 

 

Some programs may have unique admission requirements or early such as assessment test scores, course requirements, 

or early admission deadlines.  From the Madison College homepage, click on the link to “Programs of Study” and find 

your program to check for any additional requirements. 

 

College Applications 

Students must fill out a Transcript Request Form in order to have a transcript sent to any school they are applying to. 

This form may be picked up in the Guidance Office. At the present time, there is no charge to have a transcript sent. 

Once the request is received, there will be a 3-4 day turnaround in getting the transcript out. Get applications in as soon 

as possible. 

 

Juniors  
 

IMPORTANT ACT Information 

***Due to new state requirements the ACT with writing exam will be given to all juniors in the state of Wisconsin.  

Wisconsin Heights will be giving the exam on Tuesday, February 27. There will be no cost for the exam and your      

student will be automatically signed up. The results of this test may also be used for college applications. However    

students may still sign up for other ACT tests being offered if they wanted to try to improve their scores. If your student 

wants to retake the exam there are opportunities outside of the school in April, June, September, October, and December 

of 2018. You will be charged for these exams. 

 

You can apply online for the ACT www.actstudent.org and SAT http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?

student.  All juniors will be taking the ACT here at the high school on February 27, 2018. You can find out other test 

dates and deadlines using these sites also. 

 

ACT/SAT Information 

NEW –ACT and SAT test preparation materials are now available online to our students through at http://

knowhow2gowisconsin.org/.  Students should contact Mr. Wong if they have any questions. 

  

Online ACT applications can be done at www.actstudent.org. Test dates and deadlines can also be found there.  

mailto:schurchill@wisheights.k12.wi.us
http://madisoncollege.edu/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student
http://knowhow2gowisconsin.org/
http://knowhow2gowisconsin.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/


 

 

Note from the Music Department 
ANIELA HAAS & GINA ADEMINO 

Volunteers needed 

We will be hosting the Capitol Conference (north) WSMA District Solo & Ensemble Festival on Saturday, 

February 24th from 8:00 AM-4:00 PM.  Six schools including Belleville, Cambridge, Marshall, New Glarus, 

Waterloo and Wisconsin Heights Middle and High School music students will participate.  The last time we 

hosted was six years ago.  We are looking for many volunteers to make this all day festival a success. Anyone 

interested in helping may sign up on our volunteer website using this link on SignUp.com: http://signup.com/

login/entry/1043222526039   Once there Enter your email address (You will NOT need to register an account 

on SignUp.com), then Sign up Choose your spots - SignUp.com will send you an automated confirmation and 

reminders. If you prefer not to use your email address, please contact me and I can sign you up manually.    

Gina Ademino, 767-2586 x3402, gademino@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

 

Congratulations 

The students of the High School Choir "A Choired Taste" participated in the Honors Choir held at Platteville 

High School on January 23rd.  Members include (front) Hannah Brekke, Marissa Bode, Destinee Schmidt, 

Mardi Biser, (middle) Brooks Lueck, Mariah Kahl, Nick Rock, Izzy Ripp, Shelby Wakeman, Nikki Lisecki, 

(back) Dayne Louis, Karsten Flogel. 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

February 5-Music Boosters Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

February 9-10-UW-Platteville Tri-State Honors Band              

(select students only) 

February 12-Mock Solo/Ensemble @ 6:30-9:00 pm 

February 24-District Solo/Ensemble All Day at Heights  

Members of the 7th/8th Grade Band after “Pep Band 

Night” on January 12th. 

Members of the cast of the WHHS Drama Production “Mary 

Poppins” perform for the students and staff 

at Mazomanie Elementary School as part of the annual    

Elementary Schools Jazz Tour 

http://signup.com/login/entry/1043222526039
http://signup.com/login/entry/1043222526039
mailto:gademino@wisheights.k12.wi.us


 

 

The American Legion offers a wide array of scholarships on the local, state and       

national levels.  Requirements and application guidelines differ for each scholarship.  I 

would like to quickly highlight four of these scholarship opportunities. 

 

Oratorical contest: This scholarship is offered at the national level. Scholarships 

are awarded to the three finalists. First place receives $18,000, second gets $16,000 and 

third takes $14,000. Scholarships can be used at any college or university in the United 

States.  Speaking subjects must be on some aspect of the U.S. Constitution, with some emphasis on the duties and      

obligations of citizens to our government. Speeches are eight to 10 minutes long; three- to five-minute speeches on an 

assigned topic also are part of the contest. 

 

Eagle Scout of the Year: The American Legion offers a $10,000 dollar  scholarship to the Eagle Scout of the Year  

at the National Convention. The three runners-up receive a scholarship in the amount of $2,500.  This scholarship is  

specifically for those Boy Scouts who have reached the Eagle Scout level. 

 

Americanism and Government Test: This scholarship is offered at the state level. Students will take an          

Americanism and Government test. The test will determine a student’s level of expertise on subjects such as U.S.      

Government, citizenship, the U.S. Constitution and flag etiquette. The test is now offered in an online format and can be 

taken/completed during the 12-day testing window in April. This opportunity is offered to students in grades 10-12.   

Students must be enrolled in a public, private, parochial or home-school program within the state. Thirty-two           

scholarships are awarded, 10 $250 scholarships to both sophomores and juniors, and 12 $500 scholarships to seniors. 

 

Samsung Scholarship: Scholarship recipients are restr icted to high school juniors who have attended the       

American Legion Boys State or American Legion Auxiliary Girls State and are a direct descendant i.e. child, grandchild, 

great grandchild etc. or legally adopted child of a U.S. wartime military veteran who served on active duty during one of 

these conflicts: 

 

 World War I - Apr. 6, 1917 - Nov. 11, 1918 

 World War II - Dec. 7, 1941 - Dec. 31, 1946 

 Korean War - June 25, 1950 - Jan. 31, 1955 

 Vietnam War - Feb. 28, 1961 - May 7, 1975 

 Lebanon/Grenada - Aug. 24, 1982 - Jul. 31, 1984 

 Panama - Dec. 20, 1989 - Jan. 31, 1990 

 Persian Gulf War - Aug. 2, 1990 - Until cessation of hostilities 

 Includes Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, & War on Terrorism 

 

Award amounts: 

 Ten National Scholars receive $10,000 each (two from each region) 

 Ten National Runners-Up receive $5,000 each (two from each region) 

 Remaining Department Finalists receive $1,250 each guaranteed 

Library News 
SANDY CHURCHILL, Library Media Specialist 

The Scholastic Book Fair is once again coming to Black Earth Elementary! It will be held during parent/teacher         

conferences on Thursday, March 1st from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm and Friday, March 2nd from 8am to 12noon. Having book 

fairs provides an opportunity to purchase affordable books for your child, both new releases and old favorites, and we 

are able to earn new books for our school libraries. Thank you for supporting our school libraries! 

 

In the elementary schools, library classes are continuing to work on library skills and becoming independent library    

users. Topics include fiction vs. nonfiction, identifying and using call numbers to find books, and searching for books in 

Destiny. 

 

There is a new addition to the high school LMC......a student Makerspace!  "Makerspaces provide hands-on, creative 

ways to encourage students to design, experiment, build and invent as they deeply engage in science, engineering, and 

tinkering.” renovatedlearning.com/2015/04/02/defining-makerspaces-part-1. So far, we have one 1000 piece challenging 

jigsaw puzzle and two chess games that were kindly donated. We are still looking for donations or to purchase any type 

of craft materials, mentally-challenging games, Legos, K'Nex, etc. to add to the new Makerspace for students. 

http://renovatedlearning.com/2015/04/02/defining-makerspaces-part-1


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

WISCONSIN HEIGHTS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

10173 US Highway 14 
Mazomanie, WI 53560 
 
Phone: (608) 767-2595 
Fax: (608) 767-3579 
Email: jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

“Every Child...Every Class...Every Day” 

The following must be turned in to the office before a student is allowed to participate in extra-

curricular activities: 

 Current physical or 2nd year card 

 Concussion Form 

 Emergency Contact Form 

 Fees Paid 

 February Athletic Events 
RICH MOYER, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL & ATHLETIC DIRECTOR  

HS Boys Basketball     

Activity Day Date Time Versus Location 

Basketball: Boys JV2/JV/V Fri 2/2/2018 6:00/7:30PM Belleville Wisconsin Heights High School 

Basketball: Boys JV/V Mon 2/5/2018 6:00/7:30PM Highland Highland High School 

Basketball: Boys JV2/JV/V Thu 2/8/2018 6:00/7:30PM Cambridge Cambridge High School 

Basketball: Boys JV2/JV/V Tue 2/13/2018 6:00/7:30PM Waterloo Wisconsin Heights High School 

Basketball: Boys JV2/JV/V Fri 2/16/2018 6:00/7:30PM Marshall Wisconsin Heights High School 

Basketball: Boys JV2/JV/V Mon 2/19/2018 6:00/7:30PM Dodgeville Wisconsin Heights High School 

Basketball: Boys JV2/JV/V Thu 2/22/2018 6:00/7:30PM Lodi Wisconsin Heights High School 

      

HS Girls Basketball     

Activity Day Date Time Versus Location 

Basketball: Girls JV/V Thu 2/1/2018 6:00/7:30PM Marshall Wisconsin Heights High School 

Basketball: Girls JV/V Tue 2/6/2018 6:00/7:30PM Belleville Wisconsin Heights High School 

Basketball: Girls JV/V Fri 2/9/2018 6:00/7:30PM New Glarus High School New Glarus High School 

Basketball: Girls JV/V Thu 2/15/2018 6:00/7:30PM Poynette Poynette High School 

      

MS Girls Basketball      

Activity Day Date Time Versus Location 

Basketball: Girls 7th/8th Thu 2/1/2018 4:15 PM Sauk Prairie Middle Sauk Prairie Middle School 

Basketball: Girls 7th/8th Tue 2/6/2018 4:15 PM Portage Middle Mazomanie Elementary School/ Wisconsin Heights HS 

Basketball: Girls 7th/8th Thu 2/8/2018 4:15 PM Mount Horeb Middle Mazomanie Elementary School/ Wisconsin Heights HS 

Basketball: Girls 7th/8th Thu 2/15/2018 4:15 PM Baraboo Mazomanie Elementary School/ Wisconsin Heights HS 

Basketball: Girls 7th/8th Tue 2/20/2018 4:15 PM Savannah Oaks Middle Savannah Oaks Middle School 

Basketball: Girls 7th/8th Mon 2/26/2018 4:15 PM Baraboo Baraboo (Lower) High School 

Schedules subject to change.  

For current up to date information go to   

http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/ 

http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/

