
 

 

Every Child…..Every Class…..Every Day 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR / JORDAN SINZ 

Thankful 

 

The start of November ushers in the start of the “Holiday Season.” Thanksgiving is only a few weeks away and see-

ing this date on my calendar caused me to pause and reflect. It is exciting to think about our shared journey and en-

ergizing to envision what lies ahead. 

 

The Wisconsin Heights School District Board of Education is committed to engaging in conversation 

around providing a top-notch education to the students of our district. The board asks questions and 

pushes our continuous improvement efforts. A few critical elements of our school district work that 

demonstrate this commitment include: 

 

 Our commitment to engaging the public through proactive communication and active solicitation of 

stakeholder feedback. We have improved our communication through social media, the school website, 

and directed emails/letters from administration and teachers alike. We have actively sought community 

feedback through our April of 2018 Future Search and our recently completed School Perceptions  

Survey. The School Perceptions data will be shared at the November 12th School Board meeting; this 

community data pushes our district forward. 

 

 October 22nd we held our annual meeting and budget hearing. Following the completion of this special 

meeting, our board of education approved a mill rate of $11.22 for the 2018-19 fiscal year. This mill rate 

represented a 2.46% reduction from the previous year and represented the lowest mill rate for the  

Wisconsin Heights School District since 2012-13. While we cannot promise this same reduction on a 

yearly basis, we can promise that we will be stewards of tax revenue and be conscious of our  

community. 

 

 In November, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) will publically release school  

district report cards. Although the DPI report card is just one measure of school district success, it is also 

worthy to note Wisconsin Heights School District has been rated as “Exceeds Expectations.” This is the 

second highest distinction a school can receive on the state’s five-point scale. Our rating is the result of 

high marks in the areas of student achievement, closing educational gaps, and on-track/postsecondary 

readiness. These student outcomes are a testament to the commitment of many – most notably our  

students, their caregivers, and our faculty. Congratulations to all! Nevertheless, rest assured, we will 

continue to strive for positive growth as a school community. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving and I hope the holiday season allows for you to share in some quality family time! I am  

thankful for the opportunity to be a part of the Wisconsin Heights School District and community.  We are together 

on the journey of providing an educational experience that is of distinct and exceptional quality! If you have any 

questions, feel free to contact me at 608-767-2595 (office), 608-370-3997 (cell) or jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us. 



 

 

Attention Parents 

As we near the end of the month it is good to look back and reflect on all of the things that have happened and 

to look ahead at all of the exciting things to come! Many families participated in conferences on October 25th 

and we all enjoyed a day off on October 26th! We also wrapped up our Book Fair last week so thank you to 

everyone that was able to visit us there. 
 

Halloween Party 

On Friday, October 19th the WHPTO hosted a Halloween Party at Black Earth Elementary. We were all very 

pleased with the number of attendees and how much fun everyone had! Thank you to the numerous volunteers 

and businesses that donated their time, talents, and prizes...it helped make the event a huge success! 

 

End of day messages/Afterschool Dismissal 

The end of the day can be very hectic with pick-ups, bussing, and students walking home. As a result, we are 

asking that any end-of-day changes that need to happen for your child that are not their usual after-school  

routine be into the office by 1:30 PM. This gives us enough time to communicate to the teachers and students. 

Together, we can make sure that the end of the day is as seamless as possible. 
 

Cold weather 

The cold weather is coming! It is important that despite the cold temperatures, students go outside each day. 

Please make sure that your child is appropriately dressed for the weather. You can help avoid items being lost 

by labeling coats, snow pants, mittens, and hats for easy identification should they become lost. 
 

Magazine Fundraiser 

A huge THANK YOU for those that were able to participate in the magazine fundraiser! We were able to raise 

over $500 for the students at Black Earth! This will be used for student activities. 
 

Borrowed Clothing 

Students need to borrow clothing from the office for a variety of reasons. If your child comes home with  

different clothes, please wash and return them as soon as possible. It may be beneficial for every student to 

have their own set of clothing here at the school just in case! They are more than welcomed to keep the cloth-

ing in their lockers. 
 

 

 

Parents and Guardians 

Our school district will be utilizing the School Messenger system (Skylert), an automated message system, that 

will be used to contact parents in the event of school closings/delays, safety issues and more.   

 

Your notifications for Skylert are through your Family Access account.  Log into your Family Access account, 

under the General Information Bar (located on the left hand side), select Skylert.   You will be able to change 

your notifications for your child(ren).  When you have finished, click save.  Your notifications settings have 

been changed. 

 

If you do not have a Family Access account set up, please contact Tammy Shaffer at 767-2586 ext. 3005 or 

tshaffer@wisheights.k12.wi.us. 

Black Earth Elementary News 
SCOTT MOORE, Black Ear th Pr incipal 



 

 

Mazomanie Elementary News 
DALE GREEN, Mazomanie Pr incipal 

Thank you for attending Parent-Teacher Conferences on October 25th.  Looking ahead, our first trimester report 

cards will be coming home in backpacks on December 6th. 

 

Parents, please note that our teachers may not have the opportunity to read and respond to emails immediately 

during the school day.  Our teachers have full schedules with students throughout each day and depending on 

their daily schedule and planned meetings after school, they do not always have an opportunity to check their 

email messages.  Our teachers will do their best to reply to you in a timely manner; but if your email message is 

something that needs to be addressed prior to the end of the day, please include the office in your email. You 

may also call the school office and we can get a message to the teacher. 

Also, please allow time for teachers to gather and organize homework that will be missed due to a child’s  

absence.  Teachers can have homework ready for pick-up at the end of the school day if requested by the parent 

when calling in the morning of their child’s absence. 

 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

 

Are you ready?  Winter is coming… 

Coats, hats, mittens, scarves…Does your child have all the things he or she needs?  All students need to go  

outside daily at recess for fresh air and exercise. Please make sure your child is appropriately dressed and label 

your children’s items with their initials or their first name and last initial to help identify these items if they are 

lost or misplaced. 

 

With the winter season fast approaching, here are a few reminders: 

 

 There may be times when school is cancelled or delayed.  In addition to the School Messenger system 

(Skylert), please refer to the local television and radio stations for the latest updates.   
 

 If we experience a late start, the breakfast program will not be available. 
 

 Are your Snow Closing/Early Dismissal plans for your child still the same or do they need to be updat-

ed? (These plans were on one of the forms we asked you to fill out during our registration in August.) If 

they need to be updated, please send a note with the new information to your school office and to your 

child’s teacher. 

November (and a bit of December) Elementary Events: 

Thursday, November 1st - 4K and Kindergarten to Public Library for 110th Birthday Celebration 

Thursday, November 1st - WHPTO Meeting | 6:30PM at  MZ LMC 

Sunday, November 4th - Daylight Savings Time Ends...set your clocks back one hour 

Tuesday, November 6th - 5th Grade Band Concert, 6:30 PM, Mazo gym 

Monday, November 12th - Friday, November 16th - Elementary Food Drive 

Wednesday, November 21st - Friday, November 23rd -  No School | Happy Thanksgiving 

Friday, November 30th - End of 1st Trimester (4K-5th grade) 

Thursday, December 6th - Trimester Report Cards Sent Home 

Thursday, December 13th - 2nd Grade Concert | 1:45PM in the Black Earth gym 

Elementary Dates to Remember 



 

 

Middle/High School News 
ELIZABETH DOSTAL, MS/HS Principal  

 

Following the successful completion of Parent/Teacher Conferences, and nearing the end of 1st quarter, it is 

apparent that our students are supported by some excellent adults, both at home and in school. Part of the  

mission of secondary schools is to ensure that students become independent adults who can contribute  

positively to our society. We also know that parents, guardians, aunts, uncles and grandparents all want the 

children in their care to be capable and confident adults, self-supporting and self-sufficient. To that end, I 

share a short summary of an article in School Administrator, where Julie Lythcott-Haims, Freshman Dean at 

Stanford University, compiled a list of basic competencies that every young person needs by age 18: 

 Talking to strangers – Dealing respectfully with store clerks, landlords, bank tellers, health care providers, 

bus drivers, mechanics, teachers, deans, or advisers – with good eye contact – is an important life skill.  

Perhaps parents spend too much time warning kids not to talk to strangers, versus the more-nuanced skill 

of picking out the few bad strangers from all the others – and dealing appropriately with the latter. 

 Finding their way around – Kids need to know how to get places, make travel plans, and deal with  

transportation snafus. 

 Managing assignments, workloads, and deadlines – Adolescents must learn how to prioritize tasks and get 

things done without constant reminders. 

 Contributing to a household – In addition to getting their schoolwork done and participating in  

extracurricular activities, kids need to do their fair share of chores and respect the needs of others. 

 Handling interpersonal conflict – Teens should not always need adults stepping in to solve  

misunderstandings and soothe hurt feelings. 

 Coping with life’s ups and downs – This includes dealing with tough teachers and principals, bullies,  

competition, and challenging academic work. 

 Earning and managing money – Adolescents need part-time jobs with a boss who does not necessarily 

love them, to learn about completing job tasks, accountability, and appreciating the cost and value of stuff 

they want. 

 Persistence – Kids need a wise understanding that success comes only after trying and failing and trying 

again. They need grit, thoughtful risk-taking, and resilience. 

“Remember, our kids must be able to do all of these things without calling a parent on the phone,” she  

concludes. “If they’re calling us to ask how, they do not carry that life skill.” 

“Eight Skills Every Student Needs by 18” by Julie Lythcott-Haims in School Administrator, September 2017 

(Vol. 74, #8, p. 14-15), http://bit.ly/2jikzuo; the author can be reached at info@deanjulie.com. 

 



 

 

Elementary Counseling Department 
AUBRIE PREMO, Elementary Counselor  

Happy November! We are in full-swing with small groups, social/emotional lessons, and school-wide activities. 

All K-5 classrooms have covered social inclusion with the “Start with Hello” initiative, self-esteem, and bullying. 

Self-esteem, how we feel and think about ourselves, gives the students the opportunity to reflect on all the positive 

attributes about themselves. It was so exciting to see all the positive talents our students expressed about 

themselves. Our K-2 students used the book One by Kathryn Otoshi, to discuss the concept and meaning of 

bullying. Each student had the opportunity to decorate their own number one to signify their ability to be an 

upstander in a bullying situation. Our 3-5 students used the books WEIRD, DARE, and TOUGH by Erin Frankel 

to facilitate the discussion around bullying. We looked at bullying through the lens of the bully, bystander and 

victim. Look for more great social/emotional lessons to come!  

Upcoming Events:  

“Start with Hello” school-wide activity: Name Tag Day! (November 6th, 2018) 

 The goal of this activity is to be able to address everyone by name when we see each other in the hallways and 

around the school, to create social inclusion.  

Food Drive: November 12th-16th, 2018   

 Look for a flyer to come home the week before! 

Football 

Led by an amazing group of seniors, the varsity football team averaged 43 points per game and won by an  

average margin of 28 points! They finished the year 7-2 and won their first conference championship in 20 years!  

 

Cross Country 

The cross country season saw a lot of top 5 finishes by the boys and girls teams this year.  Both teams finished 

third in the conference and seventh (girls) and eighth (boys) in the sectional meet. Alex Levoy and Renee  

Caminiti were second team all conference, and Christian Patzka (overall champion), Kassidy Frame, and Emma 

Leece were first team all conference. Christian Patzka finished the season by placing 5th in division 2 at the state 

meet.   

 

Boys Soccer 

The Boys Soccer program ended their season with 9 wins and 5 losses. They placed third in conference with 6 

wins and 2 losses. The boys won their first Regional playoff game, but fell short in the Regional  

Championship. Thank you to our seniors to a wonderful season and all players for working hard on and off the 

field.  

 

Girls Volleyball 

The girls volleyball team had an amazing year this year! The girls finished second in conference and earned the 

#1 seed in their Sectional, but unfortunately they lost in the Sectional Semi-Finals (just two games away from 

State!). Along the way, Coach Amy Schlimgen also picked up her 600th win of her career! The Vanguards have 

many returning players, so next year should be another exciting year!  

News from the Athletic Department 
ANDREW PICKETT, MS/HS Assistant Pr incipal/Athletic Director  



 

 

Seniors 

College Financial Aid Night Presentation—If you missed the presentation given by Edgewood College’s  

Financial Aid Advisor, I can email you a copy of the PowerPoint presentation.  Contact me at 

kwong@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

 

Seniors should be working on their college applications. 

 

Admissions officials look at: 

 High school rank in class and GPA (grade point average) and the strength of a student’s courses over all 

four high school years 

 

 ACT and/or SAT scores 

 

 School and community activities 

 

 Teacher recommendations, if required 

 

 Student essays, if required 

 

 Overall quality of student effort in preparing the application – following directions, proper spelling,  

typing or neat handwriting, etc. 

 

UW Universities/colleges—Application priority dates and deadlines vary from campus to campus and  

sometimes among different programs at one campus. It is to your advantage to apply early!  UW-Madison has 

the earliest priority acceptance deadline which is November 1. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. 

Wong or the institution to which you are applying. 

 

The UW System has an enrollment management policy that limits the number of students each campus can 

accommodate. Specific programs may also have enrollment limits. Even applicants who meet minimum  

admission requirements may not be admitted. 

 

You may use the UW System Application for Undergraduate Admission to apply to any UW campus. Whether 

you apply online or use the paper application, several items must be submitted to complete your application 

file. 

 A $60 application fee must be paid to each campus to which you apply. In cases of exceptional need, 

the application fee may be waived. Contact your counselor for details. 

 

 An official copy of your high school transcript. If you have completed any college course work, you 

must also have an official transcript sent from each college or university attended. 

 

 ACT or SAT test scores. Some admission offices require an official score report directly from the  

testing agency before evaluating an application. 

 

Visit https://apply.wisconsin.edu and use the UW System online application for admission. Features of the 

online eApplication include easy ability to apply to multiple campuses and optional Visa or MasterCard  

payment of the application fee. 

The Admission Decision—High school seniors notified of admission before finishing their senior year are  

expected to graduate, successfully complete course work in progress at the time they applied and maintain the 

class rank required for admission. UW System institutions reserve the right to rescind admission if a student 

fails to meet conditions on which admission was based. 

Guidance Department  
KURT WONG, Guidance Counselor  

https://apply.wisconsin.edu


 

 

Elementary Music Programs 

Janet Dahl 

Black Earth Elementary 

Second Grade—Thursday, December 13, 2018 at 1:45 in the gym 

First Grade—Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 1:45 in the gym 

Kindergarten— 

Ms. Crede’s class, Wednesday, May 1, 2019 at 1:45 in the music room 

Ms. Elliott’s class, Thursday, May 2, 2019 at 1:45 in the music room 

Ms. Bernien’s class, Friday, May 3, 2019 at 1:45 in the music room 

 

Mazomanie Elementary 

All school—Thursday, April 11, 2019 at 1:30 and 6:30 in the gym 

MATC—will start processing applications as soon as they receive them. You will need to look up the specific 

programs you are applying to because prerequisites vary.  You will also be able to find out if there is a waiting list 

or not. From the Madison College homepage http://madisoncollege.edu/ click on Apply for Admission button. 

Madison College’s online application is secure and easy to use: 

 

 Save your work and come back to it later. 

 

 Receive immediate notification of receipt via e-mail. 

 

 No delay – application processing starts right away. 

 

Some programs may have unique or early admission requirements such as assessment test scores, course  

requirements, or early admission deadlines.  From the Madison College homepage, click on the link to “Programs 

of Study” and find your program to check for any additional requirements. 

 

Transcripts 

Students must fill out a Transcript Request Form in order to have a transcript sent to any school they are applying 

to. This form may be picked up outside the Guidance Office. At the present time there is no charge to have a tran-

script sent. Once the request is received, there will be a 2-3 day turnaround in getting the application out. 

 

Juniors and Seniors 

All juniors will be taking the ACT at the high school on February 20, 2018. There is no registration necessary this 

will all be taken care of by the school. For those interested ACT is now offering a free online test prep. This can 

be accessed at https://academy.act.org. For those interested in doing a retake you can register online for the ACT 

www.actstudent.org. The SAT can be accessed at http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student.  You 

can find out test dates and deadlines using these sites also. 

8th Grade Parents’ Night 

Stay tuned for more information on an informational night for parents which will help to explain many of the 

questions you may have about the transition to high school. It is tentatively scheduled for some time in early  

December. You will be able to ask any questions that you have about scheduling or the general transition to high 

school.  Besides learning about this transition, you will become familiarized with Wisconsin Heights High School 

graduation requirements and the coursework that will prepare students for post-secondary options. 

Guidance Department continued 
KURT WONG, Guidance Counselor  

http://madisoncollege.edu/
https://academy.act.org
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student


 

 

On October 2nd, these members (pictured) of “The 

Noteworthy Nine” High School Choir attended the  

UW-Platteville High School Choral Festival.  

Members include: (top) Cate Mitchell, Emma Schaefer, 

Jenna Ziegler, Anna Ring, Isy Lamberty, Izzy Ripp, 

Kylie Bartel, and Jenna Wendt.  

Congratulations! 

 

On November 8th, the following students will represent 

Wisconsin Heights High School in the Conference  

Honors Band at New Glarus:  

Kassidy Frame, flute and piccolo 

Sophie Reader, oboe 

Jenna Wendt, bass clarinet 

Brennan Zander, alto saxophone 

Luke Haugen, baritone saxophone 

Matthew Trager, trumpet 

Braydan Cymbalak, trombone 

Jared Mickelson, euphonium 

Jack Haugen, tuba 

Cassidy DeWitt, percussion 

Emma Barsness, percussion 

  

 

 

These Wisconsin Heights Middle School 8th Grade Band members will participate in the Wisconsin Youth 

Band Directors’ Association (WYBDA) Youth Honors Band on November 10th at Slinger:  

Johana Thuesen, flute; Cara Boebel, clarinet; Abigail Walz, bass clarinet; Jack Balch, trumpet; Amber  

Thomson, trumpet; Kaden Wagner, trombone; Mason Muschitz, percussion. 

 

Music Department Upcoming Events in November 

Nov. 1-Fall Fundraiser product pick-up by 5:00 p.m. (Band room) 

Nov. 5-Music Boosters Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 6-5 th Grade Band First Performance 6:30 p.m. (Mazo Elementary Gym) 

Nov. 8-Fund Raising Money Due and Conference Honors Band at New Glarus 

Nov. 10-Wisconsin Heights Craft Fair, Music Boosters Food line/Bake Sale, select musicians perform. 

WYBDA Youth Honors Band at Slinger 

Nov. 12-Veterans Day Program 7-12 Band members, during school day 

Nov. 13-MS Band/Choir Concert 7:00 p.m. 

Nov. 26-HS Pep Band @ 6:40 p.m. 

Nov. 29-HS Pep Band @ 6:40 p.m. 

 

Come visit us at the Craft Fair on Saturday, Nov. 10th ! The Music Boosters will have their annual Bake Sale 

& Food Line throughout the day. 

 

Looking to donate? (Contact Gina Ademino, 767-2586 x3402 for more information) 

 The Music Department will take that used polo, lesson book, band instrument, guitar, keyboard, or music 

stand, and get it into the hands of a music student. 

 We are still collecting used ink jet cartridges (nothing larger than a foot & no toner tubes). You can leave 

them in the drop box near the office at the elementary schools or in the MS/HS office. 

 Notes from the Music Department 
ANIELA HAAS & GINA ADEMINO 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

WISCONSIN HEIGHTS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

10173 US Highway 14 
Mazomanie, WI 53560 
 
Phone: (608) 767-2595 
Fax: (608) 767-3579 
Email: jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

“Every Child...Every Class...Every Day” 

 

The following must be turned in to the office before a student is allowed to participate in extra-curricular activities: Current  physical or 2nd 

year card, Concussion Form, Emergency Contact Form, Fees Paid 

Schedules subject to change. For current up to date information go to  http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/ 

October Athletic Events—ANDREW PICKETT, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL & ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/

