
 

 

Every Child…..Every Class…..Every Day 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR / JORDAN SINZ 

The first three months of the school year have flown by incredibly fast. Students and staff have done a 

phenomenal job, achieving remarkable things inside and outside of the classroom. As we approach the 

end of the calendar year, there are a few important items to share with all community members: 

 

 The Wisconsin Heights School District would like to thank all our survey participants; we had a  

tremendous response rate. The survey results indicated our community is supportive of their public 

school and believes our district is providing a quality education. Our staff and school board are  

dedicated to continually reaffirming this belief and further demonstrating our shared commitment to 

continuous improvement. Results from the October School Perceptions survey are available on the  

district website, https://www.wisheights.k12.wi.us/2018/11/13/community-survey-results/. Paper copies 

of the results are also available through the district office; please call 608-767-2595 to request a copy. 

 

 At our December 10th school board meeting, the Board of Education will discuss our upcoming  

operational referendum. This discussion will set the stage for the operational referendum resolution that 

will be approved at the January 14th Board Meeting. The school district understands their responsibility 

to provide a high-quality education in a fiscally responsible fashion. Our operational referendum  

question will ultimately reflect our desire to meet these needs. The referendum vote will take place on 

April 2, 2019. Stay tuned for more information. 

 

 In preparation for winter weather, I have established communication lines with neighboring school  

districts, First Student transportation services, and county employees. The decision to delay, cancel, or 

excuse school early due to weather conditions is a very difficult process that involves communication 

with all of these groups. If the decision is made to cancel school, we will communicate immediately 

through our Skylert messaging system. Parents will receive a text, email, or phone call based on the 

preferences they selected during the registration process. We will also communicate with local media 

(TV and radio), and information will be placed on the district website and Facebook page. We will use 

all available information to make the best decision possible. However, I fully acknowledge “snow 

days” take on very different meanings depending on who you are. Some individuals cannot help but be  

excited, while others are left scrambling to make arrangements for their families. Careful thought will 

be put into this decision-making process as challenging winter weather arrives. 

 

Happy Holidays and enjoy the winter break. I wish you and your family a blessed end to 2018 and a 

positive start to 2019! Students will be off school from December 22 through January 1. School will be 

back in session on January 2, 2019. We are together on the journey of providing an educational 

experience that is of distinct quality! If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 608-767-2595 

(office), 608-370-3997 (cell) or jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us. 

https://www.wisheights.k12.wi.us/2018/11/13/community-survey-results/
mailto:jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us


 

 

Another month has come and gone! The first trimester for the Preschool-5th grade will come to a close on  

Friday, November 30th. There are only 3 full weeks of school in December, and if November is any indication 

as to how quickly months can pass by, this month will be no different! 

 

WHPTO Santa Shop at BE 

Each year students from BE and Mazo will be given the opportunity to buy items for family members from the 

WHPTO Santa Shop which will be open from December 5-7. Please contact the elementary school office if 

you’d like more information. 
 

Cold weather 

The cold weather is here! It is important that despite the cold temperatures, students go outside each day.  

Please make sure that your child is dressed for the weather. Even though there is no snow on the ground, snow 

pants help keep your child warm! You can help avoid items being lost by labeling coats, snow pants, mittens, 

and hats for easy identification should they become lost. 

Also, just a reminder that school starts at 7:45 AM and students can be dropped off between 7:30 and 7:45 AM. 

There are no staff members available to watch children until 7:30. With the temperatures getting cooler in the 

mornings, we want to keep students safe and not be left unattended. 
 

Adult Lunches 

If you or any other adult comes to eat lunch with your child the cost for an adult lunch is $4.30.  Adult lunches 

can be deducted from student lunch accounts. Lunchtimes are: Kindergarten - 10:50am, 1st - 11:25am,  

2nd - 11:05am. 
 

Borrowed Clothing 

Students need to borrow clothing from the office for a variety of reasons. If your child comes home with  

different clothes, please wash and return them as soon as possible. It may be beneficial for every student to 

have their own set of clothing here at the school just in case! They are more than welcomed to keep the  

clothing in their lockers. 

Black Earth Elementary News 
SCOTT MOORE, Black Ear th Pr incipal 

December Elementary Events: 

Tuesday, December 4th—Santa Shop at BE | 9:00 AM -2:00 PM & 5:30-7:00 PM 

 Brass Arts Music Class Visits at MZ | 9:15-10:40 AM 

Wednesday, December 5th— Santa Shop at BE | 9:00 AM -2:00 PM & 2:45-4:30 PM 

Thursday, December 6th—Report Cards Sent Home 

 Santa Shop at BE | 9:00 AM -2:00 PM & 5:30-7:30 PM 

 WHPTO Meeting at BE | 6:30 PM       

 WHHS Jazz Tour | 8:20-BE, 9:30-MZ 

Friday, December 7th—MOO Science Club at MZ | 3:00 PM—4:30 PM 

Thursday, December 13th—2nd Grade Mini Musical at BE | 1:45 PM in the gym 

Thursday, December 20th—Preschool Extravaganza at BE | 9:45 AM & 2:00 PM 

Monday, December 24th-Tuesday, January 1st—No School - Winter Break 

Elementary Dates to Remember 



 

 

Food Drive 

With the colder weather and snow soon to come, please remember to send your child to school with the  

appropriate winter clothing, such as mittens, scarves, extra socks, snow pants and snow boots.  Also, as we  

prepare for winter weather, please review your family plans if school gets called off or students get out early. 

You can always check the district website, www.wisheights.k12.wi.us for the most up-to-date closing  

schedule.  This site, along with radio and television stations, will post closings and delays as they are  

determined.  In the past, principals have sent parent emails regarding school closings/delays.  This year, Skylert 

Messenger will be used instead. See “Reminder on Skylert Messaging” section of this newsletter to make sure 

you’re signed up. 
 

Report cards will be sent home in backpacks with elementary students on Thursday, December 6th. 

 

Just a reminder that our school day begins at 7:45 a.m. and morning activities are an important part in setting the 

stage for the day.  With hectic morning routines, it is easy for families to get in the habit of running a little late. 

Most of our homerooms begin their day with reading or math, and missing out on the first part of these key  

academic areas can have an impact.  We continue to emphasize the importance of student attendance.  There is a 

definite relationship between the amount of time spent in school and a student’s academic performance.  Thank 

you for making it a priority to get your children to school every day and on time. It makes a big difference! 

 

A special thank you to our WHPTO for organizing so many of our events throughout the year and the volunteer 

support they provide our students and staff.  We would like to encourage parents to become involved with the 

WHPTO group. They are always in need of volunteers and would welcome any newcomers. We would be  

happy to point you in the right direction if you have any questions or would like to become involved.  We hope 

to see you at future WHPTO meetings! 

 

The elementary staff would like to wish everyone a safe and joyous holiday season! 

Black Earth Elementary students participated in a food drive for Heights  

Unlimited a few weeks ago in preparation for Thanksgiving. We were blown away by 

the fact that our students were able to collect 961 pounds of food! Ms. Nilles and her 

first-grade students collected the most and were awarded the opportunity to get an escort 

around town from the Black Earth Fire Department! 

 

 

Mazomanie Elementary students participated in a food drive for Mazomanie Food  

Pantry a few weeks ago in preparation for Thanksgiving.  The students were able to  

collect 1005 pounds of donations!   What an amazing and thoughtful  

accomplishment!  Thank you to all! 

 

 

 

MS/HS students—Student council did a food drive prior to Thanksgiving. Several teachers 

agreed to a challenge that if their classroom donated enough food to stack as high as a sheet 

of door-sized paper, they earned a fun day/study hall for that teacher’s classes all day on 

Tuesday, November 20th.  Donations weighed in over 300 pounds!  

Mazomanie Elementary News 
DALE GREEN, Mazomanie Pr incipal 

http://www.wisheights.k12.wi.us


 

 

Middle/High School News 
ELIZABETH DOSTAL, MS/HS Principal  

Recently, four high school students and I met to discuss student recommendations to improve student  

opportunities and to increase students’ learning. One particular idea we discussed was to bring in adults to  

discuss their careers. This idea has become reality and I am requesting your assistance to bring a “Speaker 

Series” to our high school students. 

 

According to the US Department of Labor, “Career-focused mentoring provides young people the opportunity to 

get a glimpse of the world of work that may not otherwise be available to them.”  

(https://www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/fact/cfm.htm ). A significant concept in career development is the idea of the 

“possible self”. The possible self occurs when a student learns about a career pathway from an adult employed 

in the field and consequently is able to “see” herself or himself in that career or that field. If, together, we can 

expose students to the wide variety of careers available in our region we are opening doors for all of our stu-

dents. 

 

There are sixteen career clusters: 

 

 Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 

 Architecture & Construction 

 Arts, A/V Technology & Communications 

 Business Management & Administration 

 Education & Training 

 Finance 

 Government & Public Administration 

 Health Science 

 Hospitality & Tourism 

 Human Services 

 Information Technology 

 Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security 

 Manufacturing 

 Marketing 

 Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics 

 Transportation, Distribution & Logistics 

 

We are seeking adults in all of these career clusters to share their career pathway. These are the key 

details: 

 

Wanted: Adults willing to have a conversation about their career pathway. 

When:  January to May 2019, day of week determined by speaker 

Time:   12:07 to 12:43 PM (HS lunch hour) 

Topic:   How you chose your career? What training or education did you pursue? 

What:  What opportunities and setbacks have you experienced? What is your typical day? 

Contact:  Liz Dostal at edostal@wisheights.k12.wi.us to volunteer one hour of your time and  

https://www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/fact/cfm.htm
mailto:edostal@wisheights.k12.wi.us


 

 

Elementary Counseling Department 
AUBRIE PREMO, Elementary Counselor  

Welcome to December! Our social/emotional lessons ended last month by talking about the difference between 

tattling and Telling. Our K-2 students used the book A Bad Case of Tattle Tongue by Julia Cook to help guide 

our discussion. We used the four tattle rules to help us play a game at the end of the lesson. Our 3-5 students 

watched a short video about tattling vs. telling, which helped us make some decisions on common scenarios of 

tattling. 

 

We have moved into school safety and have been using the book I’m Not Scared… I’m Prepared! Because I 

know All About ALICE by Julia Cook. As a school district we are talking more about school safety and working 

with our students to prepare them for the possibility of a dangerous person coming into our buildings. This story 

walks through the steps of staying safe nicely and is helping us to guide our discussion with our students as we 

prepare for our new ALICE safety drills. Look for a letter to come home with the main points of the story.  

 

As we move into the holiday season, our lessons will begin to focus on family. We will look at the differences 

within families, who makes up families, and how each of our family may look different from one another. I 

wish all of you a safe, healthy and happy holiday season!!   

 

 

Upcoming Events:  

“Start with Hello” school-wide activity: Switch It Up At Lunch 

(December 7th, 2018) 

 

Students will eat lunch with students from other grades and other 

classes. Conversation starters will be provided to spark discussion 

between new friends!  

Reminder on Skylert Messaging 

Our school district will be utilizing the School Messenger system (Skylert), an automated message system, to 

contact parents in the event of school closings/delays, safety issues and more.   

 

Your notifications for Skylert are through your Family Access account. Log into your Family Access account, 

under the General Information Bar (located on the left hand side), select Skylert.  You will be able to change 

your notifications for your child(ren). When you have finished, click save.  Your notifications settings have been 

changed. 

 

If you do not have a Family Access account set up, please contact Tammy Shaffer at 767-2586 ext. 3005 or 

tshaffer@wisheights.k12.wi.us. 



 

 

Senior Scholarship Opportunities 

Please check the binder in the guidance office for scholarship opportunities and application deadlines. Currently 

we have a variety of random scholarships in the binder. The vast majority of local scholarships, however, won’t 

be available to apply for until later in February. I will make a presentation to all seniors in early February  

explaining the WHEF and Independent scholarships that are run through our school.  

 

Seniors should be working on their college applications. 

 

Admissions officials look at: 

 High school rank in class and GPA (grade point average) and the strength of a student’s courses over all 

four high school years 

 ACT and/or SAT scores 

 School and community activities 

 Teacher recommendations, if required 

 Student essays, if required 

 Overall quality of student effort in preparing the application – following directions, proper spelling, typing 

or neat handwriting, etc. 

 

UW Universities/Colleges  - Application pr ior ity dates and deadlines vary from campus to campus and 

sometimes among different programs at one campus. It is to your advantage to apply early!  If you have any 

questions, please contact Mr. Wong or the institution to which you are applying. 

 

The UW System has an enrollment management policy that limits the number of students each campus can  

accommodate. Specific programs may also have enrollment limits. Even applicants who meet minimum  

admission requirements may not be admitted. 

 

You may use the UW System Application for Undergraduate Admission to apply to any UW campus. Whether 

you apply online or use the paper application, several items must be submitted to complete your application file. 

 A $60 application fee must be paid to each campus to which you apply. In cases of exceptional need, the 

application fee may be waived. Contact your counselor for details. 

 An official copy of your high school transcript. If you have completed any college course work, you must 

also have an official transcript sent from each college or university attended. 

 ACT or SAT test scores. Some admission offices require an official score report directly from the testing 

agency before evaluating an application. 

 

Visit https://apply.wisconsin.edu and use the UW System online application for admission. Features of the 

online eApplication include an easy ability to apply to multiple campuses and optional Visa or MasterCard  

payment of the application fee. 

 

The Admission Decision – High school seniors notified of admission before finishing their senior year are  

expected to graduate, successfully complete course work in progress at the time they applied, and maintain the 

class rank required for admission. UW System institutions reserve the right to rescind admission if a student 

fails to meet conditions on which admission was based. 

 

MATC will start processing applications as soon as they receive them. You will need to look up the specific 

programs you are applying to because prerequisites vary. You will also be able to find out if there is a waiting 

list or not. From the Madison College homepage http://madisoncollege.edu/ click on Apply for Admission  

button. 

 

 

Guidance Department 
KURT WONG, Guidance Counselor  

https://apply.wisconsin.edu/C:/Users/bwhalen/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://madisoncollege.edu/C:/Users/bwhalen/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates


 

 

Elementary Music Programs 

Janet Dahl 

Black Earth Elementary 

Second Grade—Thursday, December 13, 2018 at 1:45 in the gym 

First Grade—Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 1:45 in the gym 

Kindergarten— 

Ms. Crede’s class, Wednesday, May 1, 2019 at 1:45 in the music room 

Ms. Elliott’s class, Thursday, May 2, 2019 at 1:45 in the music room 

Ms. Bernien’s class, Friday, May 3, 2019 at 1:45 in the music room 

 

Mazomanie Elementary 

All school—Thursday, April 11, 2019 at 1:30 and 6:30 in the gym 

Madison College’s online application is secure and easy to use: 

 Save your work and come back to it later. 

 Receive immediate notification of receipt via e-mail. 

 No delay – application processing starts right away. 

 

Some programs may have unique or early admission requirements such as assessment test scores, course  

requirements, or early admission deadlines. From the Madison College homepage, click on the link to “Programs 

of Study” and find your program to check for any additional requirements. 

 

Transcripts 

Students must fill out a Transcript Request Form in order to have a transcript sent to any school they are  

applying to. This form may be picked up outside the Guidance Office. At the present time there is no charge to 

have a transcript sent. Once the request is received it will be mailed out by the Guidance Office. 

 

Juniors and Seniors 

All juniors will be taking the ACT at the high school on February 20, 2019. There is no registration necessary this 

will all be taken care of by the school. For those interested, ACT is now offering a free online test prep. This can 

be accessed at https://act.org/. For those interested in doing a retake you can register online for the ACT 

www.actstudent.org . The SAT can be accessed at http://www.collegeboard.com/student/. You can find out test 

dates and deadlines using these sites also. 

 

8th Grade Parents’ Night 

Stay tuned for more information on an informational night for parents which will help to explain many of the 

questions you may have about the transition to high school. It is tentatively scheduled for some time in early 

December. You will be able to ask any questions that you have about scheduling or the general transition to high 

school. Besides learning about this transition, you will become familiarized with Wisconsin Heights High School 

graduation requirements and the coursework that will prepare students for post-secondary options. 

Guidance Department continued 
KURT WONG, Guidance Counselor  

https://www.act.org/
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
https://www.collegeboard.org/?student=


 

 

Congratulations… 

On Thursday, November 8th, these students represented  

Wisconsin Heights in the Capitol Conference High School  

Honors Band at New Glarus High School: Jared Mickelson,  

Matthew Trager, Luke Haugen, Brennan Zander, Jack Haugen, 

Braydan Cymbalak, Cassidy DeWitt, Emma Barsness, Kassidy 

Frame, Sophie Reader, Jenna Wendt 

 

Special thanks…thank you to everyone that supported the Music 

Boosters’ Food Line and Bake Sale at the Craft Fair last month. It 

was a big success! 

 

Upcoming Events in December: 

 TBA-select musicians perform at Heartland Country Village 

 1st—Iron Horse Cornet Band &amp; Community Choir Holiday Concert 7:00 PM 

 2nd—HS Choirs singing at Black Earth Historical Society from 2-4pm (select students) 

 3rd—HS Band/Choir Concert 7:00 PM 

 4th—Brass Arts performance at Mazomanie Elementary (during school day) 

 6th—Elementary Schools Jazz Tour (MS/HS Jazz and HS Choir, during school day) 

 13th—Black Earth Elementary 2nd Grade Music Performance 

 14th at 7:00 PM; 15th at 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM; 16th at 2:00 PM—HS Musical “Beauty and the Beast” 

 18th—Middle/High School Pep Band Night 6:15PM (Gr. 7-12 Band) 

 Jan. 7th—First Music Boosters Meeting of 2019, 6:30 PM 

 

Do you play piano? We are looking for accompanists for Solo & Ensemble on February 23rd . Contact Aniela 

Haas or Gina Ademino, 767-2586 if interested. 

 

 

 

 

Middle/High School Choir members and WHHS Choir alumni “Deck the 

Gyms” with Holiday music at the Heights’ Craft Fair Nov. 10th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Heights 5th Grade Band at their “First Performance” 

Nov. 6th . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHMS Band members participated in the WYBDA Youth Honors Band 

on Nov. 10 th in Slinger, WI: Amber Thomson, Cara Boebel, Abigail Walz, 

Johana Thuesen, Mason Muschitz, Kaden Wagner, Jack Balch 

 Notes from the Music Department 
ANIELA HAAS & GINA ADEMINO 



 

 



 

 

Black Earth Library 

Winter Break Wii Games & Minecraft 
Friday, December 28 from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Come to the library during Winter Break for Wii Games & Minecraft. Snacks and drinks will be provided. All 

ages are welcome. 
  
Crafternoon – Perler Beads 
Friday, January 18 from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Craft the day away with Perler Beads on your day off of school! Best for students in 2nd grade and up, but all 

ages are welcome. 

Help the Community Sharing Tree 

Soon it will be time for the Holidays and the Wisconsin Heights Community Sharing Tree could use your help.  

Last year, 37 families, with over 105 children, came to get gifts and have a nicer Holiday Season at their 

house.  The Peoples Community Bank in Mazomanie and the Cross Plains Bank in Black Earth have gift ideas 

for different age children, or if you are shopping for your children, grandchildren or neighbors, just buy an  

extra gift that you know a child would like.  Some general gift ideas are:  gloves for playing in the snow…

sizes 8,10,12,14 boys and girls; gift cards from Best Buy, Wal-Mart, Target, Shopko, Kwik-Trip, iTunes for 

$10.00 to $30.00;  packages of kids/teen socks; kids games; and sweatshirts with logos on them.   Unwrapped 

gifts may be left at the banks, the Wisconsin Heights Schools, or New Heights Lutheran Church in Black 

Earth. These gifts are for families in our community that do not have family support and need help to have a 

brighter Christmas season at their home.  Please think about others less fortunate by purchasing a new toy or 

clothes for children 0-16.   

Items should be dropped off by Wednesday, December 13, 2017. 

Church groups or other organizations may also contribute cash donations to help ‘Santa’s Elves’ do shopping 

for the Sharing Tree.  These checks should be made out to the Community Sharing Tree and sent to Dianne 

Roelke, 8780 Frame Road, Blue Mounds, WI. 53517.   Any questions may be directed to Dianne Roelke at 

608-332-8757 

 

Community Sharing Tree 

The Wisconsin Heights Community Sharing Tree is sponsored by 

New Heights Lutheran Church and the people of the Wisconsin 

Heights communities. We know that not all families have family 

support available and at times need some help. We have collected 

gifts that we believe our area children would like. Parents (please no 

children) are invited to come and pick gifts that match the needs of 

their children ages 0-16. This will be held on Saturday, December 

15, from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM at New Heights Lutheran Church, 

1705 Center Street, Black Earth, WI. Families with last names  

beginning with the letters Q-Z may arrive between 9:00 and 9:45,  

A-H arrive between 10:00 and 10:45 and I-P between 10:45 and 

11:30. This helps things run smoothly and gives us time to ‘restock’ 

in between. If you are unable to make this date or have questions, 

please call Dianne Roelke at 608-332-8757 before December 12. Let 

the generosity of your Wisconsin Heights communities make your 

Christmas Season a little brighter this year for your children and 

family in Wisconsin Heights School District! 

Community Sharing Tree 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

2019-2020 School Calendar Approved 



 

 

Schedules subject to change. For  

current up to date information go to  

http://

www.capitolconferencesouth.org/

public/genie/487/school/1/ 

WISCONSIN HEIGHTS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

10173 US Highway 14 
Mazomanie, WI 53560 
 
Phone: (608) 767-2595 
Fax: (608) 767-3579 
Email: jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

“Every Child...Every Class...Every Day” 

 

The following must be turned in to the office before a student is allowed to participate in extra-curricular activities: Current  physical or 2nd 

year card, Concussion Form, Emergency Contact Form, Fees Paid 

October Athletic Events—ANDREW PICKETT, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL & ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/
http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/
http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/

