
 

 

Every Child…..Every Class…..Every Day 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9  

MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR / JORDAN SINZ 

The first three months of the school year have flown by incredibly fast. Students and staff have done a phenomenal 

job, achieving remarkable things inside and outside of the classroom. As we approach the end of the calendar year, 

there are a few important items to share with all community members: 

 In preparation for winter weather, I have established communication lines with neighboring school districts, Go 

Riteway transportation services, and county employees. The decision to delay, cancel, or excuse school early due 

to weather conditions is a difficult process involving communication with all of these groups. If the decision is 

made to cancel school, we will communicate immediately through our Skylert messaging system. Parents will 

receive a text, email, or phone call based on the preferences they selected during the registration process. We will 

also communicate with local media (TV and radio), and information will be placed on the district website and 

Facebook page. We will use all available information to make the best decision possible. However, I fully 

acknowledge “snow days” take on very different meanings depending on who you are. Some individuals cannot 

help but be excited, while others are left scrambling to make arrangements for their families. Careful thought will 

be put into this decision-making process as challenging winter weather arrives. 

 Our district has been working through the process of long-range facilities planning this fall. The process has  

included: 

 Site visits from architects and construction managers 

 Administrative meetings with representatives from these groups 

 Staff survey to get feedback regarding district facilities 

 Information sharing and discussion with school board members at two regular meetings 

 Staff listening session is planned for December 12th 

This deep-dive into operations has been undertaken with a few goals in mind – most notably, how can we provide 

the best learning environment for our students, while at the same time optimizing our district  operations. The  

Wisconsin Heights School District will be sending a community survey this winter for your feedback regarding our 

facilities. 

 All of us serve as ambassadors of the Wisconsin Heights School District. As our collective story is being told, it 

is with great pride that we celebrate some important accomplishments:  

 Our Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) report card for the 2018-19 school year score of 

78.5 (Exceeds Expectations), was our school district’s highest score since the inception of the report in 

2011-12. 

 Our student count from the fall of 2019 represents our highest total since 2010-11. After over a decade of 

declining enrollment, our trends are showing slow growth on a yearly basis. 

 Our district property tax mill-rate hit a seven-year low this fall. 

 

Happy Holidays and enjoy the winter break. I wish you and your family a blessed end to 2019 and a positive start to 

2020! Students will be off school from December 21 through January 1. School will be back in session on January 2, 

2020. Together, we are on the journey of providing an educational experience of distinct quality! If you have any 

questions, feel free to contact me at 608-767-2595 (office), 608-370-3997 (cell) or jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us. 

mailto:jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us


 

 

Another month has come and gone! The first trimester for the Preschool-5th grade will come to a close on 

Tuesday, November 26th. There are only 3 full weeks of school in December and if November is any  

indication as to how quickly months can pass by, this month will be no different! Just a reminder that we 

will have Winter Break from Monday, December 23rd - Wednesday, January 1st. School will resume on 

Thursday, January 2nd, 2020. 

 

WHPTO Santa Shop at BE 

Each year students from BE and Mazo will be given the opportunity to buy items for family members from 

the WHPTO Santa Shop which will be open from December 3rd-5th. There will be both school hours and 

evening hours! Please contact the elementary school office if you’d like more information. 

 

Food Drive 

Black Earth Elementary Students participated in a food drive for Heights Unlimited the week of November 

18th-22nd in preparation for Thanksgiving. Our students were able to donate over 800 items weighing in at 

1,148 pounds this year! Ms. Nilles and her first-grade students once again collected the most items and will 

be awarded with a pizza lunch at the Black Earth Children’s Museum! 

 

Cold weather 

The cold weather is here! It is important that despite the colder temperatures, students go outside each day. 

Please make sure that your child is dressed for the weather. Even though there is no snow on the ground, 

snow pants help keep your child warm! You can help avoid items being lost by labeling coats, snow pants, 

mittens, and hats for easy identification should they become lost. 

Also, just a reminder that school starts at 7:50 AM and students can be dropped off between 7:30 and 7:45 

AM. There are no staff members available to watch children until 7:30. With the temperatures getting cooler 

in the mornings, we want to keep students safe and not be left unattended. 

 

Adult Lunches 

If you or any other adult come to eat lunch with your child the cost for an adult lunch is $4.30 and needs to 

be paid in the office prior to lunch. Adult lunches cannot be deducted from student lunch accounts. 

Lunchtimes are: Kindergarten - 11:00 am, 1st - 11:20 am, 2nd - 11:40 am. 
 

Borrowed Clothing 

Students need to borrow clothing from the office for a variety of reasons. If your child comes home with  

different clothes, please wash and return them as soon as possible. It may be beneficial for every student to 

have their own set of clothing here at the school just in case! They are more than welcomed to keep the 

clothing in their lockers. 

Black Earth 
SCOTT MOORE, Black Ear th Pr incipal, 

Happy Holidays 



 

 

Tuesday, December 3rd: WHPTO Santa Shop-BE only-9:00-2:00 & 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday. December 4th: WHPTO Santa Shop-BE only-9:00-2:00 & 2:45-4:30 

Thursday, December 5th: WHPTO Santa Shop BE only-9:00-2:00 & 5:30-7:30 p.m.  

Thursday, December 5th: WHPTO Meeting - 6:30-BE 

Tuesday, December 10th: Elementary Report Cards Home in Backpacks 

Wednesday, December 11th: 5th Grade to Overture Center 

Thursday, December 12th: WHHS Jazz Tour 8:20-BE, 9:30-MZ 

Saturday, December 14th: Community Christmas Program with Mazomanie Vanguard Choir MS/HS North 

Gym-7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 18th: Updike Preschool Extravaganza at 9:45 AM & 2:00 PM 

Thursday, December 19th: Kurtz Preschool Extravaganza at 9:45-10:20 

Friday, December 20th: PBIS Assembly-BE only 

Monday, December 23rd - Wednesday, January 1st: No School - Winter Break 

Elementary Dates to Remember 

With the colder weather and snow soon to come, please remember to send your child to school with the  

appropriate winter clothing, such as mittens, scarves, extra socks, snow pants and snow boots.  As we prepare 

for winter weather, please review your family plans if school gets called off or students get out early. You can 

always check the district website, www.wisheights.k12.wi.us for the most up-to-date closing schedule.  Our 

school district utilizes the School Messenger system (Skylert), an automated message system, that will be used 

to contact parents in the event of school closings/delays, safety issues and more (see below). 

Report cards will be sent home in backpacks with elementary students on Tuesday, December 10th.   

Just a reminder that our school day begins at 7:45 a.m. and morning activities are an important part of setting 

the stage for the day.  With hectic morning routines, it is easy for families to get in the habit of running a little 

late. Most of our homerooms begin their day with reading or math, and missing out on the first part of these 

key academic areas can have an impact.  We continue to emphasize the importance of student attendance. 

There is a definite relationship between the amount of time spent in school and a student’s academic  

performance. Thank you for making it a priority to get your children to school every day and on time.  It 

makes a big difference! 

  

A special thank you to our WHPTO for organizing so many of our events throughout the year and the  

volunteer support they provide our students and staff.  We would like to encourage parents to become involved 

with the WHPTO group. They are always in need of volunteers and would welcome any newcomers. We 

would be happy to point you in the right direction if you have any questions or would like to become  

involved.  We hope to see you at future WHPTO meetings! 

  

The elementary staff would like to wish everyone a safe and joyous holiday season! 

Mazomanie Elementary News 
DALE GREEN, Mazomanie Pr incipal 

http://www.wisheights.k12.wi.us


 

 

Middle/High School News 
ELIZABETH DOSTAL, MS/HS Principal  

Have you ever posed the question “What did you do today?” to your child only to be met with a grunt, a 

blank stare, or a muttered “Nothing” as he or she is looking at the phone. Does that truly mean your student 

learned nothing? 

 

When we query students about school, it is not unusual that students are drawing on their episodic memory. 

They remember events rather than specific content ideas. These memories are formed in context, and they 

fade quickly. This is why when teachers ask students to remember when they learned fractions we are often 

met with a blank stare. They do not remember when they learned fractions because they do not remember 

the episode. 

 

How then do we know students are learning? We want students to add knowledge to their semantic memory. 

Semantic memory results from working with a concept over time, taking notes, studying and encoding  

information, the work of being a student. Semantic memories are not limited by context but can be applied 

to different situations and used to solve problems. Semantic memory gives students the ability to apply  

knowledge in novel ways through critical thinking and problem-solving. Using the fraction example from 

above, if the teacher asks “What do you remember about fractions?” and uses a quick refresher to help  

students retrieve this knowledge, we know students have mastery. This is the learning that occurs in school. 

 

In a recent article in Education Next, Clare Sealy, a British educator, notes that the “hum-drum memories 

are the most important takeaways from school.” Citing Daniel Willingham, a cognitive psychologist, who 

declares “memory is the residue of thought”, Sealy contends that it is not the “fun” activities that provide 

students the opportunity to acquire knowledge, but it is the careful teaching of the concept, the explicit  

instruction that triggers semantic memory that allows students to use that knowledge in application. 

 

Using knowledge in an application is the measure of learning that occurs during schooling. Sealy states: 

It’s common for people to say they don’t remember anything they learned in school – but this simply 

means they don’t have an episodic memory of specific lessons. 

That’s not a bad thing because if we remembered everything, our brains would explode. But if we 

were taught well, we know lots of deeper stuff, triangles and oxygen, Anne Boleyn and paragraphs, 

square numbers and oxbow lakes, color- mixing, and Lady Macbeth… That’s the beauty of semantic 

memory. It isn’t and doesn’t need to be, tied up with episodic clutter. Those deeper memories, 

formed by good teaching, serve as a foundation for further learning and all sorts of creative  

endeavors – even if we don’t remember learning them. 

 

Well-schooled people are knowledge-privileged: You have been given opportunities to think hard 

about stuff you didn’t know and, therefore, have a vast repository of semantic memory on hand, 

readily available whenever you want it. Yet it is all too easy to overlook this privilege and vastly  

underestimate how much we do know and how much our schooling benefited us. Because we don’t 

remember learning what we know, we don’t remember the effort that went into teaching it. 

 

Your student is learning, even if sometimes your questions go unanswered. But then, maybe we should pose 

our questions differently. Perhaps “Tell me what you are studying in math (or insert other course title here)” 

may yield a different answer. 

 

References cited: 

“The Best Way to Help Children Remember Things? Not ‘Memorable Experiences’” by Clare Sealy 

in Education Next, September 26, 2019, https://bit.ly/2XsBfjy 



 

 

For current up to date information go to  http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/ 

Athletic Events 
ANDREW PICKETT, MS/HS Assistant Pr incipal/Athletic Director  

EVENT DAY DATE TIME VERSUS LOCATION 

Basketball:  Boys JV2   Tue 12/03/2019 6:00pm Platteville Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Fri 12/06/2019 5:45pm Aquinas Aquinas HS 

 Tue 12/10/2019 6:00pm Lakeside Lutheran Lakeside Lutheran High School 

 Fri 12/13/2019 6:00pm Dodgeville Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Mon 12/16/2019 6:00pm Lodi Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Sat 12/21/2019 4:30pm Poynette Poynette High School 

Basketball:  Boys JV   Tue 12/03/2019 6:00pm Platteville Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Fri 12/06/2019 5:45pm Aquinas Aquinas HS 

 Tue 12/10/2019 6:00pm Lakeside Lutheran Lakeside Lutheran High School 

 Fri 12/13/2019 6:00pm Dodgeville Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Mon 12/16/2019 6:00pm Lodi Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Sat 12/21/2019 6:00pm Poynette Poynette High School 

Basketball:  Boys Varsity   Tue 12/03/2019 7:30pm Platteville Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Fri 12/06/2019 7:15pm Aquinas Aquinas HS 

 Tue 12/10/2019 7:30pm Lakeside Lutheran Lakeside Lutheran High School 

 Fri 12/13/2019 7:30pm Dodgeville Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Mon 12/16/2019 7:30pm Lodi Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Sat 12/21/2019 7:30pm Poynette Poynette High School 

Basketball:  Girls JV   Thu 12/05/2019 6:00pm Johnson Creek Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Tue 12/10/2019 6:00pm Riverdale Riverdale REMS 

 Mon 12/16/2019 6:00pm Platteville Platteville High School 

 Thu 12/19/2019 6:00pm Lodi Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Sat 12/21/2019 4:30pm Poynette Poynette High School 

Basketball:  Girls Varsity   Thu 12/05/2019 7:30pm Johnson Creek Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Tue 12/10/2019 7:30pm Riverdale Riverdale REMS 

 Mon 12/16/2019 7:30pm Platteville Platteville High School 

 Thu 12/19/2019 7:30pm Lodi Wisconsin Heights High School 

 Sat 12/21/2019 5:30pm Poynette Poynette High School 

Swimming:  Boys Varsity   Tue 12/03/2019 6:00pm Sauk/Heights vs. McFarland Sauk Prairie High School 

 Sat 12/07/2019 10:00am Sauk/Heights vs.  Sun Prairie High School 

 Tue 12/10/2019 6:00pm Sauk/Heights vs.  Baraboo Middle School 

 Sat 12/14/2019 10:00am Sauk/Heights vs.  Fort Atkinson High School 

 Fri 12/20/2019 6:00pm Sauk/Heights vs. Sauk Prairie Sauk Prairie High School 

 Sat 12/28/2019 1:00pm Sauk/Heights vs.  Sauk Prairie High School 

Ice Hockey:  Boys Varsity   Fri 12/06/2019 7:30pm Sauk/Heights vs. Viroqua Viroqua Community Arena 

 Sat 12/07/2019 7:15pm Sauk/Heights vs. Milton Stoughton - Mandt Hockey Arena 

 Fri 12/13/2019 7:00pm Sauk/Heights vs. Reedsburg SPARC 

 Tue 12/17/2019 7:00pm Sauk/Heights vs. Baraboo SPARC 

 Thu 12/19/2019 7:00pm Sauk/Heights vs. Beaver Dam Beaver Dam Family Ice Center 

http://www.capitolconferencesouth.org/public/genie/487/school/1/


 

 

Elementary Counseling Department 
AUBRIE PREMO, Elementary Counselor  

Thank you so much to our amazing school community for donating to our annual Food Drive! 

 

This year was a huge success with Mazomanie Elementary donating over 800 items, for a total of 752 

pounds to the Mazomanie Community Food Pantry. Black Earth elementary donating over 800 items as well, 

for a total of 1,148 pounds to the Heights Unlimited Food Pantry. We are so proud of our students for  

showing such  generosity and thoughtfulness during the holiday season!  

 

As we move into December, our Second Step lessons will continue to focus on feelings. We will be working 

on identifying feelings within ourselves and others by looking at faces, body language, words and situations 

for clues. Being able to show respect, empathy and compassion for others helps us to be better friends,  

students, siblings and sons/daughters. We are also working on understanding how others feelings may be  

different than ours and how we can still show respect in those situations.   

 

Enjoy the remainder of 2019 and we look forward to many exciting times in 2020!!  

 

Happy Holidays! 

A few students from Mrs. Nilles’s 1st grade class! A few students from Mr. Boatman’s 4th grade class! 



 

 

It’s that time of year again — flu season. So far, flu levels have been low in our area but as family and friends 

are gathering for the holidays, flu activity will likely increase. Get a flu vaccine now if you have not gotten 

vaccinated yet this season. 

 

There are many reasons to get a flu vaccine. Flu vaccination can reduce your risk of flu illness, doctor visits, 

and missed work and school due to flu. Even if you are vaccinated and still get sick, flu vaccine can reduce the 

severity of your illness. Flu vaccination also can help protect women during and after pregnancy and protect 

the baby born to a vaccinated mom for several months after birth. Flu vaccine also has been shown to save 

children’s lives, prevent serious events associated with chronic lung disease, diabetes and heart disease, and 

prevent flu-related hospitalization among working age adults and older adults. Getting vaccinated isn’t just 

about keeping you healthy; it’s also about helping to protect others around you who may be vulnerable to  

becoming very sick, such as babies, older adults, and pregnant women. 

 

It’s not too late to get a flu vaccine to protect yourself and your loved ones this flu season! Find a place near 

you to get a flu vaccine with the HealthMap Vaccine Finder (https://vaccinefinder.org/).  

Notes from the Nurse 
KATY HOWE 

Our school district will be utilizing the School Messenger system (Skylert), an automated message system, to 

contact parents in the event of school closings/delays, safety issues and more.  

 

Your notifications for Skylert are through your Family Access account. Log into your Family Access account, 

under the General Information Bar (located on the left hand side), select Skylert. You will be able to change 

your notifications for your child(ren). When you have finished, click save. Your notifications settings have 

been changed.  

 

If you do not have a Family Access account set up, please contact Tammy Shaffer at 767-2586 ext. 3005 

or tshaffer@wisheights.k12.wi.us.   

Reminder on Skylert Messaging 

https://vaccinefinder.org/
mailto:tshaffer@wisheights.k12.wi.us


 

 

MS/HS Counseling Department  
KURT WONG, School Counselor  

Seniors 

College Financial Aid Night Presentation 

*If you missed the presentation given by Edgewood College’s Financial Aid Advisor I can email you a copy 

of the PowerPoint presentation.  Contact me at kwong@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

 

Seniors should be working on their college applications.  Admissions officials look at: 

 High school rank in class and GPA (grade point average) and the strength of a student’s courses 

over all four high school years 

 ACT and/or SAT scores 

 School and community activities 

 Teacher recommendations, if required 

 Student essays, if required 

 Overall quality of student effort in preparing the application – following directions, proper 

spelling, typing or neat handwriting, etc. 

 

UW Universities/colleges Application priority dates and deadlines vary from campus to campus and  

sometimes among different programs at one campus. It is to your advantage to apply early! UW-Madison has 

the earliest priority acceptance deadline which is November 1. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. 

Wong or the institution to which you are applying. 

 

The UW System has an enrollment management policy that limits the number of students each campus can 

accommodate. Specific programs may also have enrollment limits. Even applicants who meet minimum  

admission requirements may not be admitted. 

 

You may use the UW System Application for Undergraduate Admission to apply to any UW campus. 

Whether you apply online or use the paper application, several items must be submitted to complete your 

application file. 

 A $60 application fee must be paid to each campus to which you apply. In cases of exceptional need, the 

application fee may be waived. Contact your counselor for details. 

 An official copy of your high school transcript. If you have completed any college course work, you must 

also have an official transcript sent from each college or university attended. 

 ACT or SAT test scores. Some admission offices require an official score report directly from the testing 

agency before evaluating an application. 

 

Visit https://apply.wisconsin.edu and use the UW System online application for admission. Features of the 

online eApplication include easy ability to apply to multiple campuses and optional Visa or MasterCard  

payment of the application fee. 

 

mailto:kwong@wisheights.k12.wi.us
https://apply.wisconsin.edu


 

 

MS/HS Counseling Department continued... 
KURT WONG, School Counselor  

The Admission Decision – High school seniors notified of admission before finishing their senior year are 

expected to graduate, successfully complete course work in progress at the time they applied and maintain 

the class rank required for admission. UW System institutions reserve the right to rescind admission if a  

student fails to meet conditions on which admission was based. 

 

MATC will start processing applications as soon as they receive them. You will need to look up the specific 

programs you are applying to because prerequisites vary. You will also be able to find out if there is a  

waiting list or not. From the Madison College homepage http://madisoncollege.edu/ click on Apply for  

Admission button. 

Madison College’s online application is secure and easy to use: 

 Save your work and come back to it later. 

 Receive immediate notification of receipt via e-mail. 

 No delay – application processing starts right away. 

Some programs may have unique admission requirements or early such as assessment test scores, course 

requirements, or early admission deadlines. From the Madison College homepage, click on the link to  

Programs of Study” and find your program to check for any additional requirements. 

College Applications 

Students must fill out a Transcript Request Form in order to have a transcript sent to any school they are  

applying to. This form may be picked up in the Guidance Office. At the present time there is no charge to 

have a transcript sent. Once the request is received, the Guidance Department will mail the transcript out. 

Get applications in as soon as possible. 

 

Juniors and Seniors 

All juniors will be taking the ACT at the high school on March 3, 2020. There is no registration necessary 

this will all be taken care of by the school. For those interested ACT is now offering a free online test prep. 

This can be accessed at https://academy.act.org/ . For those interested in doing a retake you can register 

online for the ACT www.actstudent.org. The SAT can be accessed at http://www.collegeboard.com/student/

index.html?student. You can find out test dates and deadlines using these sites also. 

8th Grade Parents’ Night 

Stay tuned for more information on an informational night for parents which will help to explain many of 

the questions you may have about the transition to high school. It is tentatively scheduled for some time in 

early December. You will be able to ask any questions that you have about scheduling or the general  

transition to high school. Besides learning about this transition, you will become familiarized with  

Wisconsin Heights High School graduation requirements and the coursework that will prepare students for 

post-secondary options. 

http://madisoncollege.edu/
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?student


 

 

“MENTAL HEALTH CHECK-UP AND SUPPORT” 

 

Be on alert of Stress in Children and Teens  

 

Everyone experiences stress. Stress is how the body handles life’s challenges—chemicals are released to  

increase certain bodily processes and decrease others so we can react quickly and actively during dangerous 

or high-pressure situations. Sometimes being under stress can lead to good results for your child or teen, 

even if it makes them uncomfortable at the moment. For instance, cramming for a test can be stressful, but 

lead to a better grade. Or the stress of being down a few goals in a soccer game can cause a surge in  

performance to score more points. These stress reactions usually don’t last long, and your child or teen’s 

body can return to normal relatively quickly. But if stress doesn’t let up, then the body doesn’t get the break 

it needs – and mental and physical health can be affected. Some stress may seem just a part of growing up, 

but there are also children and teens who are dealing with more serious stressors. 

 
SOURCES 

_Kessler, R. C., Chiu, W. T., Demler, O., Merikangas, K. R., & Walters, E. E. (2005). Prevalence, severity, and comorbidity of 12-month DSM-

IV disorders in the National Comorbidity Survey Replication. Archives of general psychiatry, 62(6), 617–627. doi:10.1001/archpsyc.62.6.617 

Psychologist 
DR. JULIE HORNER, School Psychologist 



 

 

 In Your Libraries 
MARY JANE EDERER 

The Media Centers have been busy places this month!    

 

At Black Earth there were giggles galore as Kindergarten and First Grade wrapped up the month of October 

reading Creepy Pair of Underwear! by Aaron Reynolds.  My apologies if any of our young designers creeped 

you out when their creations made it home! 

 

Students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades have been working with spreadsheets this month.  They created a grocery 

list and calculated the cost for Thanksgiving dinner using formulas in Google Sheets.    

 

The Middle School and High School libraries sponsored a Follett Book Stand at the craft fair in  

November.  Thank you to everyone who stopped by to browse or shop! We earned approximately $500.00 in 

books for the libraries!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s hard to be a gatekeeper in a world with no fences. We are unable to hear all conversations or see everything 

our kids create and share with others. Since we cannot watch their every move or monitor their every post, we 

need to teach them how to behave responsibly in the digital world.  

 

According to Common Sense Media, digital life is both public and permanent. Everything we do online creates 

digital footprints that follow us forever.  Something that happens on the spur of the moment - a funny picture, 

an angry post - can resurface years later. And if we aren't careful, our reputations can be harmed. 

 

In addition, a bad digital footprint can affect our future. Colleges now are checking the social media postings of 

potential students, and employers are doing the same for applicants.  This article, Harmful Digital Footprint Im-

pacts That Parents Should Know About, lists several impacts of a digital footprint.   

 

By encouraging students to self-reflect before they self-reveal, they will consider how what they share online 

can impact themselves and others. 

 

Here are some tips that both children and adults can use to maintain their digital footprint: 

 Think long term. What seems fun today could have long-term consequences. 

 Keep personal information private. 

 Use privacy settings on your social network pages. Don't use public posting. 

 Protect your friends' privacy as well as your own. 

 Use the Golden Rule online - treat others the way you want to be treated.  

 

Use this tool to help you and your child check their digital footprint. https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-

parenting/clean-your-digital-footprint/  

  

https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/digital-footprint-and-reputation
https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/harmful-digital-footprint-impacts-teens/
https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/harmful-digital-footprint-impacts-teens/
https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/clean-your-digital-footprint/
https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/clean-your-digital-footprint/


 

 

 
Notes from the MS/HS Music Department 
ANIELA HAAS & GINA ADEMINO 

Conference Middle School Honors Band 

On Thursday, November 9th, these students represented Wisconsin Heights in the 

Capitol Conference Middle School Honors Band at Waterloo Middle School:  

Mya Henne-flute, McKindsey Cymbalak-clarinet, Alyssa Parrell-trumpet,  

Violet Bollenbach-alto saxophone, Felicity Crowe-trumpet,  

Cora Hanson-euphonium, Emma Mickelson-bari saxophone.  

Kudos to all involved on a great performance! 

 

 

Music Boosters Craft Fair Fundraiser 

On behalf of the Music Boosters’ Food Line and Bake Sale committee, 

thank you for supporting the music students of Wisconsin Heights!  

Thank you to our committee chairs: Joanie Haugen, Cathy Phillips, and 

Leona Schaefer and to Taher Food Service.  

We appreciate your support! 

 

 

 

WYSO 

Sophie Reader, a sophomore member of the WHHS Band, is an oboist in the Concert Orchestra as part of 

the Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestra (WYSO) this school year. Sophie auditioned this spring. She has 

rehearsals on Saturday mornings on the UW-Madison Campus. Congratulations to Sophie! 

 

Middle/High School Choir members and 

WHHS Choir alumni  sing  

holiday music at the Heights’ Craft Fair 

Nov. 9th . 



 

 

Upcoming Events in December: 

 TBA—select musicians perform at Heartland Country Village 

 5—MS/HS Pep Band Night 6:15 p.m. (Gr.6-12 Band) 

 9—HS Band/Choir Concert 7:00 p.m. 

 12—Elementary Schools Music Tour (select MS/HS students during school day) 

 14—Iron Horse Cornet Band & Community Choir Holiday Concert 7:00 p.m. 

 20/21/22— HS Musical “Hello, Dolly” 20th @ 7:00 p.m., 21st @ 2:00 & 7:00 p.m.,  

22nd @ 2:00 p.m. (poster later in newsletter) 

 Jan. 6—First Music Boosters Meeting of 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Alumni Update 

Cassidy DeWitt, a 2019 graduate and member of the Wisconsin FFA chapter, was selected as a member of the 

National FFA Band to be on stage and in the spotlight Oct. 30-Nov. 2 during the 2019 National FFA  

Convention & Expo in Indianapolis, IN. She submitted an audition tape and was selected to help bring full  

instrumental balance to the band from a pool of applicants from across the country. Cassidy played in the  

percussion section and joined fellow band members in Indianapolis three days before the event for rehearsals. 

The National FFA Band performed 7-8 times during the National Convention and Expo. Congratulations from 

Kim Houser, WHHS FFA advisor, Aniela Haas, WHHS Band Director, and everyone at the Wisconsin 

Heights School District!   

 

Notes from the MS/HS Music Department continued…. 



 

 

Wii Games and Minecraft 

Friday, December 27 from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Join us during Winter Break for Wii Games and Minecraft at the library. Snacks and drinks will be provided 

and all ages are welcome. 

  

BP Supports Wisconsin Heights Endowment Fund 

BP in Black Earth has designated one of their gas pumps as a Vanguard 

Team Pump. 

 

When you fill up at that specific pump, BP will donate 2 cents per  

gallon to Wisconsin Heights Endowment Fund. 

 

So, when you need gas, fill up at the BP using the Vanguard Team Pump 

and support the school district! 

 

Doesn't get much easier than that! 

 

Thank you, BP, for your generous support! 

Black Earth Library 



 

 



 

 

Soon it will be time for the holidays and the Wisconsin Heights Community Sharing Tree could use your help!  

Last year 43 families with over 116 children came to get gifts and have a nicer holiday season. The Peoples 

Community Bank in Mazomanie and the State Bank of Cross Plains in Black Earth have gift ideas for different 

age children or if you are shopping for your children, grandchildren or neighbors, you could  buy an extra gift 

that you know a child would like. Some general gift ideas are: gloves for playing in the snow, sizes 8,10,12,14 

boys and girls clothing, packages of kids/teen socks, sweatshirts with logos on them, kids games, gift cards 

from Best Buy, Wal-Mart, Target, Kwik-Trip, I-Tunes for $10.00 to $30.00. These gifts are for families in our 

community that do not have family support and need help to have a brighter holiday season. Please think about 

others less fortunate by purchasing a new toy or clothing item for children 0-16. Unwrapped gifts may be left 

at the banks, the Wisconsin Heights Schools, or New Heights Lutheran Church in Black Earth. Items should be 

dropped off by Wednesday, December 11, 2019. 

 

Church groups or other organizations may also contribute cash donations to help purchase additional items for 

the Sharing Tree. These checks should be made out to the Community Sharing Tree and sent to Dianne 

Roelke, 8780 Frame Road, Blue Mounds, WI. 53517. Any questions may be directed to Dianne Roelke at  

608-332-8757 

 

Families in Need 

The Wisconsin Heights Community Sharing Tree is hosted by New Heights Lutheran Church and the people 

of the Wisconsin Heights communities. We know that not everyone  

has family support available and at times need some help. We are 

collecting gifts that we believe our area children would like.  

 

Parents (please no children) are invited to come and pick gifts that 

match the needs of their  children ages 0-16 on Saturday, December 

14, from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM at New Heights Lutheran Church,  

1705 Center Street, Black Earth, WI. 

 

Families with last names beginning with the letters A-H may arrive 

from 9:00 to 9:45, I-P from 10:00 to 10:45 and Q-Z from 10:45 to 

11:30. This helps things run smoothly and gives us time to ‘restock’ 

in between. If you are unable to make this date or have questions 

please call Dianne Roelke at 608-332-8757 before December 10.  

Let the generosity of your Wisconsin Heights communities make 

your holiday season a little brighter this year! 

Community Sharing Tree—Donations Needed 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

WISCONSIN HEIGHTS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

10173 US Highway 14 
Mazomanie, WI 53560 
 
Phone: (608) 767-2595 
Fax: (608) 767-3579 
Email: jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

“Every Child...Every Class...Every Day” 


