
 

 

Every Child…..Every Class…..Every Day 
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MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR / JORDAN SINZ 

We want to thank you for participating in the fall planning survey. As an administrative team, we have listened to the voices of 
our families and staff and want to share with you our fall plan. 
 

What we heard from staff and parents: With over 85% of our parents and guardians completing the Parent/Guardian survey, 
and with 132 staff returning the Staff survey, we believe this data, along with further staff engagement in the last two weeks, has 
provided clear feedback for fall planning. The number one concern of parents and staff was keeping all people in the schools 
safe and healthy (Survey data, July 2020). 
 

This feedback coincides with our number one commitment as a school district – we want students and staff to be safe and to feel 

safe. The feedback from parents and staff, in addition to the Public Health Madison & Dane County school reopening  

requirements, would guide our decision.  

 

The following plan was presented to the School Board on July 27: 

• First Quarter instruction during the 2020-21 School Year will be delivered via an Enhanced Online Environment  

      (September 1 - November 4). 

• Staff will complete between eight and sixteen hours of additional learning on the Learning Management System,  

       Schoology, between now and August 23. 

• Staff will start on August 24 and work through August 27 on-site to prepare for enhanced online learning. We anticipate 

that on-site work will be a critical component of the plan for student learning this fall. The administrative team will be   

meeting to establish expectations for staff related to enhanced online learning for the first quarter of the 2020-21 school 

year. Updated guidance and expectations will be shared as soon as feasibly possible.  

• Students will begin Enhanced Online Learning on Tuesday, September 1, 2020. Please see below for details about the  

       student learning schedule. 

• We will continue to work with Public Health Madison & Dane County to monitor countywide health metrics and to engage 

with staff and parents to determine our best option for the second quarter and second semester. We anticipate that small 

groups of students will begin accessing in-person learning as soon as it is safe to do so, and we commit to bringing all  

       students back onsite when we feel that is a responsible and safe decision. 

• Students receiving special education services will have individualized plans. The special education teacher will work with 

families to determine the best plan given the child’s needs. 

• We will prepare and present a monthly report for the School Board, updating them and our community on the decision-

making process for the second quarter.  

 

We recognize that distance learning this spring was designed in response to a national crisis. We are thoughtfully planning for a 

robust student learning structure for fall. 

 

Student Learning Schedule: 

• Student learning will take place Monday-Friday, following the existing 2020-21 school calendar: Schedules for whole 

group/small group synchronous learning will be created for staff/students. 

 

The Mission of the Wisconsin Heights School District captures our promise of providing relevant, engaging, and innovative 

learning experiences. As we apply what we learned from our first endeavor of district-wide distance learning from last spring, 

we are working on systems for a greater focus on peer-to-peer connections and student/staff relationships. 

 

This decision was made in an effort to prepare to deliver mission-grounded instruction to every student, every day. Indeed, our 

students deserve our best and most collaborative work this fall. As always, if you have any questions, contact me at 

jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us. I wish you the very best during these summer days, and I look forward to our work this fall.  



 

 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! Planning for this year has been different from other years, to say the 
least! As you are probably aware, we will be starting our year online through at least November 4, 2020. Our 
hope is that circumstances in the county change and we are able to provide a hybrid model of instruction for the 
2nd quarter. Staff have been working hard to create a more robust online learning environment! Schoology will 
be used K-12 for communication and as our online instructional platform. More information on how to access 
Schoology will be coming in the near future. 
 
We will be planning an opportunity for parents to connect with their child's teacher prior to the start of the 
school year.  Our traditional, “Back to School Night/Open House” is on the calendar for Thursday, August 27th, 
but we know we will need to provide an alternative for parents to connect with the teachers.  There will be more 
information coming once we have a plan in place.  
  
We did some hiring this spring and want to extend a hearty “Welcome” to the following new elementary staff 
members; Brian Ripp (BE Day Custodian), Lindsey Martin (Elementary School Counselor), Sydney Clark  
(1st Grade Teacher), and Ciara Baier (5th Grade Teacher)! Please be sure to introduce yourself to these  
wonderful folks if you have the chance. 
 
5th Grade Band: Mouthpiece fittings that were originally planned to be held this fall will be postponed until 
we can do them safely.  In the meantime, please visit this website for more information about joining band:  
(This information was also sent home with report cards at the end of last school year.)  Please contact Gina 
Ademino with any questions gademino@wisheights.k12.wi.us  
 
Please take a look at the 2020-2021 school calendar for your family and school plans. The calendar is available 
on the district website. {WHSD website →Calendar→2020/2021 School Year} 
 
The 2020-2021 classroom supply lists are also available on the district web page on Black Earth or  
Mazomanie  Elementary home page.  
 
 

Black Earth & Mazomanie Elementary News 
SCOTT MOORE, Black Earth Principal  |  DALE GREEN, Mazomanie Principal 

Tuesday, September 1st | First Day of Online Classes for Students 
Thursday, September 3rd | WHPTO Meeting at Mazo Elementary | 6:30 PM 
Wednesday, September 16th | Inservice: Early Release Day    
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Dale Green at 608-767-2737 x-5012 or 
dgreen@wisheights.k12.wi.us and Scott Moore at 608-767-2251 x-4104 or smoore@wisheights.k12.wi.us.  
 
We are looking forward to another great school year! 

Elementary Dates to Remember 

https://www.bepartofthemusic.org/group/index.php?id=3435


 

 

Middle/High School News 
ELIZABETH DOSTAL, MS/HS Principal  
 

It has been a summer of reading for me, more so than usual.  As a former English teacher and HS counselor, I 
love to read an eclectic mix of fiction and nonfiction.  As a leader, I read constantly about both theory and  
practice.  And every so often, I stumble upon a book that provides insight into every corner of life. 
 
Recently, I read Viktor Frankl’s seminal work, Man’s Search for Meaning.  Viktor Frankl was an Austrian  
psychiatrist who was imprisoned in a series of concentration camps during World War II.  He survived  
deprivation, torture, and typhus and emerged to recover his health, his profession.  In this book, he shares not 
only his experiences and insights from surviving physically and spiritually but also how any person can find 
meaning in suffering and move forward with life. 
 
Given the worldwide pandemic we find ourselves navigating, the economic instability we are experiencing, the 
disappointments we are coping with, it is easy to fall into a spiral of negativity, bitterness and resentment.  
These are all natural reactions.  But I would urge you to consider a central idea that Frankl presents:  “ Human 
life, under any circumstances, never ceases to have meaning, and that the meaning of life includes suffering ...”   
(Frankl, page 83) and “Everything may be taken away from a person but one thing:  the last of human freedoms 
– to choose one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one’s own way.” (Frankl, page 66). 
 
The suffering we are enduring from the COVID epidemic is uncomfortable, challenging and in some cases, life 
altering.  But life still has meaning, even when it is not what we expected.  And each person chooses how to 
cope and respond to these challenges.  Some will choose to rant, rave and rail.  Some will choose sadness, grief 
and anger.  And some will choose to make meaning of this time and find a way forward.  This is the most  
difficult choice because it acknowledges that with freedom comes responsibility.  We chose how we respond to 
any given situation and within that choice, we are responsible for the consequences. 
 
The decision this week to begin the 2020-21 school year online comes with both loss and opportunity.  Loss in 
that we, the school community, cannot begin the year in a traditional manner, that some activities and traditions 
will look different or not occur this year.  Mr. Pickett and I spent most of June and early July maximizing  
classroom spaces for social distancing, fully intent on making it possible to start in-person.  Now, circumstances 
beyond our control, have made us set those plans aside for online learning.  But we choose to make the best of 
the situation.  We choose to design on an Enhanced Online learning model that incorporates lessons from the 
Spring, experiences from the summer, to ensure that student learning advances this year.  We will listen to the 
feedback, we will adjust and makes changes as needed to support our students and teachers.  This year will have 
meaning in spite of the circumstances that surround us because we choose to make it so.  Frankl writes “it did 
not really matter what we (fellow prisoners in the concentration camp) expected from life, but rather what life 
expected from us” (page 77).  Life expects us, all of us, to find the answers to the problems, to deal with the 
challenges that lie before us. 



 

 

September Athletic Events 
ANDREW PICKETT, MS/HS Assistant Principal/Athletic Director 

New for the 2020-21 school year, Wisconsin Heights Athletics will be introducing a one stop shop paperless 
webpage. Families will set up an account that can include all athletes in middle school and high school. 
 
Within the website, parents and athletes can upload all necessary paperwork for the school year such as  
physicals, complete the school code of conduct, concussion, and travel forms. Once completed everything is 
sent directly to the athletic department and coaches. 
 
We plan to launch this website in early August. Please stay tuned for more information.  



 

 

Notes from the Nurse 
KATY HOWE, School Nurse 

It’s that time of year again! Time to start preparing for the start of the school year. 
 
Although the start of this year is going to look a little different, we still need to have a lot of the health pieces 
in place. Working on this now and getting everything in place will allow us to be ready when school can be 
open for in person classes. 
 
One of the major pieces for the beginning of the year is immunizations. If you have an incoming 
Kindergartener or 6th grader, they have required immunizations for the school year. Nothing has changed when 
it comes to immunization requirements for the school year. These requirements are state law so they cannot 
easily be waived for the year. With that in mind, please check with your doctor and try to get your child in for 
any immunizations that are not up to date. If you are still unsure if your child is needing immunizations after 
speaking with your doctor, please contact me. 
 
The other major piece for the beginning of the school year is medication consent forms and updated health 
plans. If your child typically takes medications at school, please turn in a completed medication form or have 
your doctor fax one to the school. I will be sending out more information to update health plans but if your  
student’s health plan usually needs orders from their physician, please reach out to get those now. 
 
I am excited to announce that we were selected to participate in the FLUency program through Kinsa again 
this year! This year ALL elementary families who have not already received a Kinsa thermometer will be  
eligible to get one. The FLUency program is a great program that allows all of us to be able to see what types 
of illness is going around each school. It might be especially helpful this year. The thermometer connects to an 
app that reports anonymous data for each school. Staff and parents can see if students have been ill and what 
their symptoms have been. It’s a great tool to be able to see if an illness is going around your child’s school or 
class.  
 
If you have participated in the FLUency program before, please log back into the app and continue to track 
your child’s illnesses. The more participation we have, the more helpful this app is to myself and families in 
the district. Sign up for the thermometers will happen in September and October. I am hoping the  
thermometers will be ready to go out by the end of October or early November. I will share more information 
with you when I receive it. 
 
As we have all seen, COVID-19 cases have been on the rise again and have reached high levels. This trend has 
been concerning but many new safety measures have also been put in place locally and throughout the state. I 
am hopeful that these measures will help to reduce the disease burden we are seeing. There is a lot of  
information circulating about COVID-19. If you are feeling overwhelmed or have questions, please contact me 
at khowe@wisheightslk12.wi.us. I am happy to help in any way that I can.  
 
Stay safe and healthy. We will get through this together. 

https://www.wisheights.k12.wi.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Medication-Permission-Form-2017-filliable.pdf


 

 

Notes from the Music Department 
ANIELA HAAS & GINA ADEMINO 

Calendar Raffle: Thank you to everyone that supported our “31 Days of Jazzy Prizes” Calendar Raffle! 
Winners will be announced on the High School Band Facebook page each day and via email. 
 
Summer Band: Middle School Band members have started their virtual “training camp” and are working hard 
to prepare for the upcoming school year.  Band members are meeting through Zoom to practice together.   

IN YOUR LIBRARIES 
MARY JANE EDERER 

Welcome back! 
 
We’ve been working in the libraries this summer to reorganize spaces and to gather more resources for the  
upcoming school year!   
 
As we move forward, please know that the libraries are available to support you and your child.  Please contact 
us if you have questions or concerns. 
 
Mary Jane Ederer 
mederer@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1709024822455099


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

WISCONSIN HEIGHTS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

10173 US Highway 14 
Mazomanie, WI 53560 
 
Phone: (608) 767-2595 
Fax: (608) 767-3579 
Email: jsinz@wisheights.k12.wi.us 

“Every Child...Every Class...Every Day” 


