
 
Dear Telstar Middle School Families,
 
As you may be aware, recently passed legislation is now
requiring Maine school districts to conduct lead testing in all of
their buildings. If heightened levels of lead are present in the
water, schools are required to notify families and then work on
mitigation plans to address any elevated counts. It is anticipated
that these heightened counts are likely to be prevalent in many
Maine schools. We just received the results for the middle
school section of Telstar and there are locations in the building
that have been identified as surpassing the limit. The good news
is that all of the recently added water bottle stations that we have
added appear to be fine and those are the locations that our
students use to hydrate. As the first step in this process, we have
stopped using any of the identified faucets, which are primarily
found in some classrooms and we have “bagged” them to
prevent use, while we address the next steps that will need to be
taken.
 
This is the first set of results that we have received in the school
district but I expect that the results in the high school areas and
perhaps even in the newer elementary schools may also indicate
areas in those schools that will need to be addressed. These
results and those of all of our school buildings will be posted on
our website as soon as they are received.
 
I wanted to be sure to convey this information to you in a timely
manner. The next step that we need to complete is to submit
some additional, follow-up samples, the results of which may
help to determine what those mitigations steps will need to be.
Please be assured that we will keep you posted on any
mitigation efforts that will be put in place to address these
elevated levels.
 
Sincerely,
Dave Murphy, MSAD 44 Superintendent of Schools


