
Daniel “Chris” Kaneff 
 
     Chris was born in Missoula MT on Jan 26, 1970 at St Patrick’s hospital (babies were born at St 
Pat’s way back then).  At age 18 he enlisted in the Marine Corps and after completing 2 tours 
from 1988 to 1995, he returned to Missoula MT.  That year he registered for the University of 
Montana and joined the MT Army National Guard.  1999 was a year that changed Chris’ life 
forever as his first child, Sydney Marie was born.  In 2000 he hired on with the Missoula Police 
Dept as a Patrol Officer where he served his community for 21 years.  Garrison Michael was 
born in 2002, growing the Kaneff clan even larger.  Chris Graduated from the University of 
Montana in May of 2002 and received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration.  
In 2003 Chris accepted a Commission with the MT Army National Guard and served two more 
combat tours in Iraq as an Infantry Officer, earning the Combat Infantry Badge, Army 
Commendation Medal, and Bronze Star.  On May 12th, 2004 Chris Kaneff and Heidi Schussler 
were married in Missoula MT. In November of 2006 Heidi and Chris were blessed with the 
addition of Jacob Albert to their family.  In 2012 Chris retired from the MT Army National Guard 
and received his final DD214 and Honorable Discharge.  2015 was a good year for the Kaneff 
family as they fulfilled a longtime dream of moving to Frenchtown, for rural living and an 
excellent school system.  In 2021 Chris retired from the Missoula Police Dept, and worked for a 
short time at Scheels when they opened their doors in Missoula.  Chris took a job with the 
Missoula County Sheriff’s Office as a Special Deputy in March of 2022 where he currently 
labors, part time, as needed by the Sheriff.  Jacob has attended Frenchtown Elementary school, 
Frenchtown Junior High, and is currently a freshman at Frenchtown HS.  Chris is an active 
member of the VFW Post 209 in Missoula and is continually looking for ways to improve the 
community.   


