Searcy High School Cafeteria

Information
Welcome to our cafeteria!  We have several meal options to offer and would love to serve you each and every day of the school year.  
MEAL PAYMENTS

All of the Searcy Schools use a computerized cafeteria program.  We have found this to be a convenience for both parents and students.  It also increases the accuracy of our student meal records to best meet government requirements.  Below are listed several procedures that help make this program a success:

· Students may pay daily for meals in the cafeteria with cash or check, or they may make deposits on a weekly or monthly basis into their individual “account”.  When making a deposit, the student will be asked to initial the amount on a deposit form at the cash register, for documentation of the amount received.   

· Cafeteria deposits may also be made online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week using the MyPaymentsPlus program (www.mypaymentsplus.com).  All student account activity can be viewed on this website as well.  Parents may wish to set up e-mail notifications on this site to let them know when the account has reached a designated balance level. NOTE:  There is a small processing fee when making online deposits, charged by MyPaymentsPlus, but no charge for setting up an account and getting balance notifications.
· When students eat a school meal, he/she will enter a 5-digit “PIN” number into a pad next to the cafeteria check-out computer.   After the PIN is entered, the meal is counted and the money for the lunch is deducted from the account. New students will be assigned a PIN number upon enrollment.  PIN numbers remain the same throughout the student’s enrollment in Searcy Public Schools, so no need to learn a new number every year!

· If, by chance, a student uses up all of the funds in his/her account, the student will still be allowed to eat meals for a short period of time (see “Student Meal Charges” policy/procedures in the student handbook).

· Parents are encouraged to fill out an application for Free or Reduced Price meals.  This may be done online at https://searcy.strataapps.com or by paper application (found in the student handbook and school office). The computer system has been set up to recognize the payment status of each student.  For instance, if your children receive free meals, they will still use their PIN so the meal can be counted (like everyone else), but there is no cost deducted for those meals.

Breakfast

7:30 – 7:55 a.m. Daily

	Meal Option
	“Free” Student Price
	“Reduced” Student Price
	“Paying” Student Price
	“Adult” / Teacher Price

	“Main Line”/District Menu:

     Posted on the district website/mobile app and printed in The 

     Daily Citizen.  A GREAT Value!

NOTE:  Various menu item “choices” are available as well.
	$ .00
	$ .30
	$1.00
	$ 2.15


Lunch

(Check schedule for lunch period)

	 Meal Option
	“Free” Student Price
	“Reduced”

Student

Price
	“Paying” Student Price
	“Adult” / Teacher Price

	“Main Line”/District Menu:

      Posted in the cafeteria and on the district website/mobile app,

      printed in The Daily Citizen and the the “Update” 

      newsletter.  At least 3 meal components must be

      chosen for this to be considered a “meal”, one of

      which MUST be ½ cup or more fruit or vegetable.

     (Ex: Spaghetti with Meat Balls—bread and meat—plus salad 

      would count.)
	$ .00
	$ .40
	$ 2.00
	$ 3.65

	 Salad / Hot Food Bar:

      A “serve yourself” option with some limitations.

      Maximum of one plate and 2 bowls of food items

      offered, limit of one entrée item such as sandwiches and
      casseroles. There is an extra charge for additional items.
      Numbers of packages of crackers or dressings may be
      limited to meet USDA calorie restrictions.
      As with the main line, 3 food components must be chosen

      to qualify as a “meal”.  (Example:  A plate with an entrée

      plus some fruit would count, but a  plate of lettuce with a

      little cheese would not.)  A la carte pricing will be used if

      too few food items are chosen.
	  $ .00
	$ .40
	$ 2.00
	$ 3.65

	 “Meal Deal”:

      Consists of one a la carte entrée (see list below),

      at least 2 different vegetable items daily (1 potato + 

      1 other), two fruits or juices, and milk. At least 3 food

      components must be chosen to qualify as a “full” meal,

      one of which MUST be at least ½ cup fruit or 

      vegetable. 
     (Example: Chicken Sandwich—meat and

      bread—plus a baked potato--would qualify, but an

      order of tator tots plus fruit would not.)  Cup drinks

      cost extra and may NOT be substituted for the milk.  

NOTE: If you have questions about what would “count” just ask the cashier.
	$ .00
	$ .40
	$ 3.00
	$ 3.65

	 A la Carte Items Available (VARIETY VARIES DAILY)

      These items are price individually as shown unless

      combined in a “meal deal” as described above.

      Entrees (include Whole Grain Rich items):

      Chicken Strip Sandwich   
      Cheese-Filled Bread Sticks (2)

      Chicken Nuggets or Sticks

      Chicken, Popcorn/Asian/Wings w/Roll or Bread Stick
      Chicken Sandwich (regular, grilled, or spicy)
      Cheeseburger

      Corn Dogs, Mini

      Crispito with Cheese Dip & Mexican Rice
      Croissant Sandwich, Meatball & Cheese

      Hamburger

      Nachos with Cheese (and/or Fajita Chicken)

      Pizza (all types, including “Marcos”, all with whole grain crust)

      Pizza Cheese Crunchers

      Shrimp, Popcorn
      Yogurt (8 oz) with Granola
      Vegetable Sides:

      Baked Potato

      French Fries (all types, baked)
      Tator Tots

      Sweet Potato with Cinnamon & Brown Sugar
      Mashed Potatoes with/without Gravy (large serving)

      Tossed Salad w/Romaine Lettuce
      Pinto/Refried/Green Beans or Glazed Carrots, Seasoned

      Fruit Sides

      Various canned/fresh fruits offered Daily on Meal Deal

      Miscellaneous:
      Bottled Beverages (Gatorade G-2, Juices, V-8 Fusion)
      Bottled Iced Tea

      Bottled Water      
      Canned Beverages (Sparkling Juices)
      Cereal Bars & Other Whole Grain Packaged Snacks
      Chips/Popcorn/Crackers/Sunflower Kernels,  small bag
      Clif Bars
      Cookies (individually wrapped)

      Cupcakes (individually wrapped)

      Fruit Roll-ups or Fruit Snacks      
      Ice or Water (in 12 oz cup)

      Jack Links, Turkey

      Juice, 4 oz

      Milk, half-pint (carton) 
      Rice Krispies Treats, Regular/Chocolate Chip

      Vegetables, “extra” from Main Line
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Food Service Pre-Payment / Meal Charges

It is the policy of the Searcy Special School District to allow students to charge meals only on occasion when money is unavailable and the student would have to miss meal service.  This is a courtesy extended to the student and should not occur on a regular basis.
PROCEDURES

All  Schools:

1. At the beginning of each school year, each student will be provided a printed copy of the district’s meal charge policy as well as printed information regarding the procedures and various options for meal payment at their particular school site, one of which is an online option.  All students will also be provided with an application for free and reduced price meals. These documents may be included as part of the student handbook or in a separate information packet, to be determined by the administration at each school site.  

2. Once per week, automated phone calls will be made to the parent/guardian of each student who owes meal charges in any amount.

3. Shortly before the end of the school year, printed notices will be mailed to parent/guardian of each student who owes meal charges in any amount.  Follow-up calls will be made approximately two weeks after printed notices are mailed for those students who still owe $10.00 or more.

4. All unpaid meal charges at the end of each school year will “roll up” with the student to the next grade level, and attempts to collect the charges will continue as above.  These charges are considered “delinquent debt” since the possibility of collection still exists as long as the student is active in the district.  Records of all student account balances will be printed and filed in the office of the Child Nutrition Director at the end of each fiscal year.

5. Refunds of positive account balances may be processed at the end of each school year or upon student withdrawal from the district.  A written or e-mailed request must be submitted to the Child Nutrition department for any refunds.  Unclaimed funds for students leaving the district must be requested within 30 calendar days after the end of the school year during which the student left.  Unclaimed funds will then become the property of the Searcy Public Schools Child Nutrition Program.

6. Meal charge collection will be included in the office checklist for any student who transfers out of the district or graduates, and request for payment of outstanding meal charges will be made at the time of withdrawal. 

Elementary Schools & Southwest Middle School:

1. Once per month, on a day chosen by the individual school’s Child Nutrition Manager in conjunction with office personnel, meal charge notices will be printed and sent home with all students who owe more than or equal to $10.00.

Junior High and High Schools:

1. Meal charge notices will be printed and made available to parents at parent/teacher conferences (once per semester) for students who owe $10.00 or more.  

2. Students will be allowed to charge any reimbursable meal (Main Line, Chef Salad/Salad Bar, Meal Deal) up to a value of $20.00.  When meal charges reach $10.00, a phone call will be made to the student’s parent/guardian to notify the parent of the situation and the alternate meal policy (see below).

3. If meal charges exceed the $20.00 limit, an alternate meal consisting of a cold sandwich, vegetables, fruit, and milk will be offered to the student.  Another call to the student’s parent/guardian will be made on the day prior to the alternate meal being offered.  This alternate meal will be billed to a separate administrative account.  If the student refused the alternate meal, he or she will be asked to sign a statement to that effect. 

4. The only exceptions to the $20.00 cut-off with alternate meal offered are:  (1) For the first two weeks of the school year when applications for free and reduced-price meals are being processed, students may charge any reimbursable meal with the $20.00  cut-off taking effect the following week. (2) For students who have documented special dietary needs, certified as disabled and/or have an individualized health care plan addressing this topic (such as a diabetic or hypoglycemic student),  meals will be provided according to the medical documentation.

Charging of individual/a la carte items such as bottled beverages, packaged snacks and other “extra” items will not be permitted in any situation.. A la carte or other food and beverage items may be purchased by either providing payment or the items at the time of receipt or by having a prepaid account with sufficient funds with the District that may be charged for the items.
