
DACL

Developing Assessment Capable Learners



Assessment Capable Learners Defined

❑ Term invented by New Zealand department of education to emphasize student 

involvement.

❑ Goal: Students feel deeply accountable for their own progress and become motivated, 

effective, self-regulating learners.

❑“Assessment capable” does not focus on how well students perform on tests. Rather, it means 
that students are able to gauge their own learning.
❑It means that students understand if they have met a learning target and in what areas they 

need extra help. 
❑According to John Hattie (2012), it is important for students to know where they are going, how 

they are going to get there, and where to focus their learning next to close the gap.



❑ What it looks like for students:

❑ Understand what they are 

supposed to learn

❑ Monitor their own progress

❑ Set goals

❑ Reflect on their learning 



Questions Students Need to Answer

Where am I going?

1.I know what I am supposed to be 

learning and it makes sense to me.

2.I know what quality work looks like.



Where am I now?

3.It is clear to me what I am doing well and what I need to do next.

4.I self-assess and set my own learning goals.

Questions Students Need to Answer



How can I close the gap?
5.I know what the next step is for my learning.

6.I rework, refine, and revise my work to reach my learning target.

7.I reflect on my work and keep track of my progress in order to share 

my learning with others

Questions Students Need to Answer



Strategies and practices in our 

classrooms produce different effect 

sizes (effectiveness) in learning.

A typical year’s growth would be an effect 

size of 0.40

DACL, done well, demonstrates an effect 

size of 1.33!  More than three times a 

typical year’s growth!


