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Moving Forward with Promise

APRIL 2022

Dear Comet Families,

Choices ~ life is full of them. The Delavan-Darien School District is adding one more choice
for high school students as they consider their life choice - What to do after high school?
We have created a charter school, DD Tech, that focuses on career pathways, employability 
skills, on the job training, stackable credentials, and potentially earning a technical diploma 
and/or an associates degree.

As students enter into high school, they will follow the Academic and Career Planning 
process by working closely with our counselors, Career and Technical Education 
Coordinator, and with you. Based on a child’s academic and career desires, they will enroll 
in either DDHS or DD Tech. The career pathways that are supported by DD Tech will include 
relevant coursework, skill development, and business / industry connections in order to aid 
each student in achieving their career and life goals.

Through career related coursework, students will be required to complete job shadows to 
assist them with their Academic and Career Planning. Enrolling in DD Tech allows students 
to have flexible/modified scheduling as part of their Senior year to allow for additional on-
the-job training through the Youth Apprenticeship or Internship program. Furthermore, they 
can take advantage of advanced courses and credentials from Gateway Technical College.

Here is a short video outlining the importance of choosing the right career path.
Here is also a slideshow that outlines our DD Tech Charter School.

Through DD Tech, your child still experiences all that he/she wants out of their four years in high 
school. He/She is still a part of DDSD and can participate in athletics, clubs, dances, etc. He/She 
will be working and taking courses side by side with students that are enrolled in DDHS.

You may be asking yourself - Why a Charter School?
The Department of Public Instruction requires a charter school if the school’s calendar, 
graduation requirements, or the way you offer courses is different from your current 
school(s). Establishing a charter school allows us to expand the career awareness, 
exploration, and preparation opportunities offered to your child.

If your child is an incoming high school student or is already in high school, it is not too late to 
learn more and be a part of DD Tech.

We are excited to offer this opportunity to our students, our community, and our business/
industry partners. We are open to your input. Please reach out to Mike Rick, our CTE 
Coordinator and the DD Tech Administrator at mrick@ddschools.org with your questions or 
concerns. Coming Soon: To learn more about a future choice for your child, please visit the 
DD Tech website at www.ddtechschool.org. 

Comet Proud,
Jill Sorbie, EdD, District Administrator
jsorbie@ddschools.org

District Calendar Events:

April 15, 2022  
Holiday / No School

April 18, 2022  
Inservice / No School 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0dyV9yzKGc
https://5il.co/17ziy
mailto:mrick%40ddschools.org?subject=
http://www.ddtechschool.org
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A Message from Delavan-Darien High School 

Parents/Guardian of DDHS students, we have experienced several 
students being dropped off at DDHS after 7:30 AM.  State law requires 
all students to be in school, in their classes, by 7:30 AM or they are 
marked tardy/truant from their class.  Please help us educate our 
students, your children, by making sure they arrive at school on time 
and can be in their classrooms by the time class begins, at 7:30 AM.

Our juniors have taken the ACT, and the Wisconsin Forward has 
been completed by our sophomores.  We’re preparing for our final 
standardized assessment, the ACT Aspire, given to our freshmen and 
sophomores.  The Aspire will be given to all freshmen and sophomores 
on Tuesday, April 12.  Please encourage your freshman or sophomore 
student to get plenty of sleep and be to school on-time for their 
assessment on April 12, and everyday.

The end of the 3rd quarter is Friday, 
April 8.  Please support your child(ren) 
by making sure their work is caught 
up no later than that date.  We 
look forward to celebrating our 
National Honor Society inductees on 
Wednesday, April 6 (6 PM), in the 
auditorium at DDHS.  Finally, we will 
also be celebrating our future Gateway 
Technical College attendees as they 
participate in the National Signing Day on Thursday, April 14.

As the third quarter and the 2021-22 school year draw to a close, we 
remind parents and guardians to remain aware of their child’s grades, 
attendance, and behavior through Infinite Campus. We also encourage 
parents and guardians to keep in touch with their child’s counselors 
and administration as we open the DD Technical School alongside the 
Delavan-Darien High School for the 2022-23 academic year.  If your child 
is considering a career in the technical industry, we encourage you to 
explore enrolling them into the DD Technical School versus the Delavan-
Darien High School for the 2022-23 academic year.  Both schools will 
exist within the walls of DDHS, however, the programming will be the 
difference!  Students in both “schools” will be able to take some of the 
same courses, but the major difference will be in the work experience 
and eventual job placement as a youth apprentice as a senior.

THE JUNIOR CLASS IS EXCITED TO HOST AN ENCHANTED 
FOREST PROM AT LAKE LAWN RESORT ON SATURDAY, APRIL 23! 
Preparations are underway to make it a magical night to remember!  
Doors will open at 7:00 PM with the Grand March and crowning of 
the King and Queen at 7:30 PM. Dancing ends at 11:00 PM. Tickets 
are $30 per student and will be sold before and after school in the  
Athletic Office April 11-14 and 19-20. Guest passes will be available  

in the Athletic Office starting March 28.

PROM is Coming

DDHS Students Travel to Europe

I call my 
students ‘my kids’ 

because in our year 
together, they aren’t 

just kids on my  
class list, they  
become part of  

my heart.THIS SPRING BREAK 16 DDHS STUDENTS 
HAD THE AMAZING OPPORTUNITY TO 

TRAVEL TO LONDON, PARIS, AND ROME. 
The trip was a long time coming, having been 
postponed due to Covid, but it was definitely 
worth the wait. In London, they saw the Tower 

Bridge, Buckingham Palace, and Big Ben. 
Some students took a ride on the London Eye, 

and had the opportunity to see the musical 
Wicked. In Paris they saw the Eiffel Tower, the 
Arc de Triomphe, toured the Louvre, and had 

a river cruise of Paris at night.  We ate our 
way through Rome, enjoying pizza and gelato 
while seeing Vatican City, the Coliseum, Trevi 
fountain, along with so many other amazing 

sights.  The high school offers a Europe 
trip every other year.  If you’re interested in 
sending your student on the next trip keep 

your eyes open for the announcements!
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A Message from Phoenix Middle School

WIABE Writing Contest 
Students at Phoenix Middle 
School in the dual language 
program participated in the 
WIABE (Wisconsin Association 
of Bilingual Education) statewide 
writing contest.  We are so proud 
of their work.  One student from 
Phoenix Middle School, Alison 
Archila Guerrero, was announced as 
a winner of the statewide writing 
contest.  She will be recognized at 
a special luncheon in April at the 

WIABE Annual Conference at the Kalahari Resort in the Wisconsin Dells.  We 
are so proud of Alison’s accomplishments.  

PHOENIX MIDDLE SCHOOL STAFF 
MEMBERS CAN NOMINATE STUDENTS  
IN THE BUILDING TO BE IDENTIFIED  

AS A “CARING COMET.”  This is an 
opportunity to recognize our students 

for being caring and kind to their peers, 
staff, and anyone who may be in need.  

We want to make sure our students know 
what we see when they are doing the 
right thing, and we want to recognize 

them for their kindness. A special 
luncheon is planned with the students 
where it is announced why they were 

nominated as a “Caring Comet” and who 
nominated them. Congratulations to our 

“Caring Comets” for trimester 2! 

Caring Comet Award Winners

Wax Museum will take place April 19 & 21
5TH GRADE STUDENTS HAVE BEEN WORKING HARD ON 
PREPARING FOR OUR WAX MUSEUM. The Wax Museum 

will be held on two separate evenings. Please join us 
on Tuesday, April 19th and/or Thursday, April 21st from 

5:30-6:30.  Come see your favorite historical figure come 
to life as you wander the halls of Phoenix Middle School!  
Characters will come to life upon the donation of loose 
change. Since you will have the opportunity to see a lot 

of students, feel free to bring lots of spare coins!  

Students will be 
taking the Forward 

exam during the month  
of April. Students need 
a charged chromebook  

and a pair of headphones 
for testing days! 

Teen Subscription Boxes 
Phoenix Middle School 5th grade students 
put even more emphasis on reading in 
class this month.  With help from Delavan’s 
Aram Public Library - Subscription Box 
Program - every 5th grade student received 
a special delivery to the school.  Aram Public 
Library had all 5th grade students fill out 
a specific form that extensively flushed 
out each student’s reading interests from 
different genres to favorite authors to even 
some old-time classic book titles.  The 
“Subscription Boxes” were then filled with 
a number of handpicked books that were 
assembled specifically for each individual 
student. Besides these chosen books, their 
box included a few crafts and activities 
and even a light snack!  We would like to 
sincerely thank the Aram Public Library for 
their partnership.  Lastly, a huge shout out to 
Patrick Wrubble (5th grade ELA teacher) for 
organizing this event and partnership!  
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A Message from Darien Elementary

STUDENTS AND STAFF 
STARTED MARCH OFF BY 
CELEBRATING DR. SEUSS’ 

BIRTHDAY AND  READ 
ACROSS AMERICA WEEK. 
Students engaged in lots 
of literacy activities such 
as reading by flashlight, 

reading around the school, 
dropping everything 

and reading and partner 
reading.  Dress up days 

added to the fun as well. 
These included dressing 
like their favorite book 
character, in pajamas, 
sports jerseys or their 
class color. Students 

added a sticker to the 
United States map to 

signify where their story 
took place throughout 
the week. Thank you to 

Mrs. Chelminiak and Mrs. 
Scheff and others for 
organizing such a fun 
week for our students!

 Read Across 
America Week 

Celebrated at Darien

Fourth grade mathematicians have been starting to explore fractions. 
Things they have been working on include adding and subtracting 
fractions, changing an improper fraction to a mixed number, and adding 
and subtracting mixed numbers. In ELA they are working on opinion  
writing. The students had to write a commercial for their favorite food 
and then create a flipgrid video of their commercial. This month we are 
also working on practicing for the Text Dependent Analysis portion of the 

Forward Exam assessment. Students have been reading a passage and then writing about 
it using text evidence. In science, 4th graders are learning about weathering, erosion and 
deposition.  In social studies, we are just beginning to learn about the Midwest region. 

Our students got to see Cinderella performed by the cast 
from Opera for the Young®. This organization brings live, 
professional opera to elementary school audiences. Sixteen 
Darien students and two staff members appeared onstage 
in chorus and cameo roles, performing for their peers right 
alongside OFTY’s professional artists. 

In third grade math, the students just wrapped up unit 
fractions and are starting area, perimeter and equivalent 
fractions. In social studies, students continue to learn about 
communities. Staff and students have discussed how people 
affect their land, natural resources, manmade and natural 
waterways, and how communities meet challenges they 
 face. In Science, third graders have been learning about 
Inherited Traits with students creating a Monster Offspring.  
In ELA students are having fun working in our Teamwork 
Module of our curriculum. 

 

Fourteen of the Darien 3rd and 4th grade students from the dual language program are 
participating in the WIABE (Wisconsin Association of Bilingual Education) statewide 
writing contest. Winners will be recognized at a special luncheon in April at the WIABE 
Annual Conference at Kalahari Resort in Wisconsin Dells. Students have been working hard  
and submitted their writing for this contest recently. Wish them luck!.  

STUDENT ARTWORK FROM ACROSS THE 
DISTRICT WAS ON DISPLAY at the Darien 
Public Library and the Aram Public library 
for the month of March. Several pieces of 

art work were picked from each class based 
on craftsmanship and attention to detail. 
We are so proud of our student artists!

March-Youth Art Month 

Students  
will take the  

Forward Exam after 
spring break. A good 

night’s sleep, breakfast, 
and encouragement  

to do their best  
is needed!
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A Message from Turtle Creek Elementary

OUR 4K STUDENTS ARE SHOWING US THEIR 
“SUPER POWERS” while they are learning! They 

decided that they wanted to be Super Heroes 
during the school day. The students used fine 

motor skills to create a mask and then had special 
Super Hero Tasks in different learning stations to 
share their knowledge. We love their creativity 

and excitement for learning!

Super Learners

The month 
of March 
highlighted the 
love of reading 
at Turtle Creek 
Elementary. 
Our students 
and staff participated in spirit days to spotlight different genres. 
Throughout the month, we engaged in reading, writing, and exploring 
a variety of stories! The importance of learning to read so we can 
read to learn will continue to be our shared message. Thank you to 
our families for helping to support reading at home!

First Grade - Animal Research Project
Our First Graders spent time 
researching animals during the 
month of March. Students then 
wrote and illustrated a book about 
their animal. They extended their 
learning with our Kindergarten and 

2nd Grade friends by visiting their classes and reading their books 
to their buddies in these classes! The students took their books 
home to share with their families! 

First Grade Dual - Folktales
Our First Grade Dual Students learned 
about Folktales. Part of their unit 
included the students being writers 
of their own Folktale. The students 
shared their Folktales with their 
classmates while coming together in 
front of the fire and enjoying a snack 
during the story sharing experience. 

Second Grade Dual - Story Writing  
in English and Spanish
Our Second Grade Dual Students 
used their creative writing skills 
to create their own stories. They 
wrote their stories in English and 

Spanish. After writing their stories, they recorded themselves reading 
the story to others. We are proud of our dual students for using their 
language skills to write, read, and tell stories to others!

ALL OF OUR 2ND GRADE STUDENTS WERE INVITED TO 
A SPECIAL PERFORMANCE OF CINDERELLA at Delavan-

Darien High School. Our high school students put together an 
outstanding show! We were thrilled to be invited to watch the 

amazing talent of our very own Delavan-Darien students.  
These connections between all levels of our school community  

is part of what makes our district so special! 

The more that  
you read, the more 

things you will 
know. The more that 
you learn, the more 

places you’ll go. 
-Dr. Seuss

Kindergarten - Green Eggs and Ham
One Class! Two Classes! Green Eggs and Ham! Two 
of our Kindergarten classes celebrated Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday, along with Read Across America Week, 
with many fun activities. Our special guests, Mr. and 
Mrs. Dahl, read the story Green Eggs and Ham to 
our students. After the story, they had each of our 
students help them prepare a special meal of green 
eggs and ham. We are so appreciative of the special 
things that Mr. and Mrs. Dahl do to support our school!

Carriage (Bus) Ride to watch our HS Comets
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A Message from Phoenix & Delavan-Darien High School 
Athletics, Clubs & Activities

AFTER A SHORT ABSENCE, DELAVAN-DARIEN HAS 
REINSTITUTED A CHEER TEAM lead by Coaches Renae Schwind 

and Jenny Pflieger. This year’s squad was composed of more 
than 20 girls and boys that performed at the Homecoming 

Football game at Perkins Stadium in Whitewater and Boys and 
Girls Basketball home games.  The team performs dances, cheers, 

stunts and tumbling activities into their performances and is 
expanding into Cheer competitions next year, including the 

Southern Lakes Conference Meet.

DID YOU KNOW - DDHS has a Cheer Team?

High School spring sports are up and running.  Boys Baseball, Girls Softball, 
Boys Tennis, Girls Soccer, Golf and Track have events scheduled for the next 
two months, running up until the end of the school year.  

Varsity Baseball will play at Veterans Park in Delavan, while the JV1 Baseball 
Team will host games at West Park in Darien.  Varsity Softball will also play 
their games in Darien.  

The Boys Tennis Teams are anxious to 
practice and host their home meets on the 
newly complete tennis courts at DDHS.  

Girls Soccer will be the first team to host 
events at Borg Stadium on the new turf.  
Unfortunately, the Track Teams will have 
to wait until next spring to host any track 
meets due to no rubber on the track yet.  

The Golf Team will continue to practice 
and host events at Delbrook Golf Course.

Don’t be  
afraid of failure.  
This is the way  

to succeed.
—LeBron  

James

PHOENIX MIDDLE SCHOOL HAS BOYS 
AND GIRLS TRACK running until mid  

May and will coordinate practices  
with the High School Track Teams  

at Borg Stadium. 

Middle School Track


