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VISITORS

The Somerville Board of Education welcomes visits to school by parents/guardians,
board members, other adult residents of the community and interested educators, when
they fit into the classroom or school routine. In order for the educational program to
continue undisturbed when visitors are present, and to prevent the intrusion of
disruptive persons into the schools, the superintendent shall devise regulations
addressing visitors’ access to the schools.

All visitors shall be required to report to the main office upon entering the building.

A "visitor" is anyone other than a student enrolled in or a staff member employed in the
particular school.

Visitors may not speak with the teaching staff or students during class time without the
principal's permission.

When the parental rights of a parent have been terminated by a court of appropriate
jurisdiction, the legal guardian must inform the school so that the administration may
apply appropriate regulations.  The principal shall seek confirmation of legal
custodianship where necessary.

No one may visit the school during school hours for the purpose of recommending or
exhibiting books, maps, etc.  No person shall be allowed to deliver any address or
lecture on any subject unless authorized by the superintendent or designee.

All visitors to the schools must obey regulations prohibiting smoking and any other
regulations designed to ensure orderly operation of the school.  All persons violating this
policy shall be considered "disorderly persons" and subject to appropriate action.

Visitor Procedures for Contagion Prevention
In order to prevent the spread of disease during pandemic recovery and to protect the
health and safety of students and staff against infection, no visitors shall be permitted in
the schools until pandemic restrictions are lifted. The principal may admit a visitor if he
or she determines that it is necessary. In all such cases, the visitor shall submit to the
screening procedure (e.g., temperature and exposure questionnaire) and shall be
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required to wear a face mask while in the school building. The face mask shall be
required in all cases. However, an accommodation may be made where the visitor can
demonstrate that wearing a face mask is detrimental to the visitor’s health. A child under
two years of age shall not be required to wear a face mask.
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