
Incoming 9th Grade Student Placement Process
and Considerations

Grayslake Community High School District 127 works carefully and diligently to make course
recommendations for incoming freshmen that will support a successful transition to high school.
Recommendations are made after considering a variety of factors, including test scores,
8th-grade coursework and grades, 8th-grade teacher recommendations, and high school course
load.  The approximate timeline and information about the process are outlined below.

Placement Procedures and Timeline

October of the 8th-grade year:
Students entering Grayslake Central or Grayslake North High School are invited to take a PSAT
exam in the early fall of their 8th-grade year.  Barring extenuating or unique circumstances, this
exam is required for incoming 9th graders as this assessment informs placement decisions, and
helps us identify appropriate support systems for our incoming students.  In addition, the PSAT
is the first of a suite of assessments used by the high school and the State of Illinois to measure
student growth across the first three years of high school.  You can learn more about the SAT
suite of assessments at the College Board’s website, www.collegeboard.org.

November:
Recommendation Forms are shared with sender schools for 8th-grade teachers to populate
confidential placement recommendations for freshman year.   This document will not be shared
with any outside stakeholders. The input of the 8th-grade teachers is a very valuable component
of the placement process as they can provide not just grade and course information, but
important insights into student strengths that can help us make the best determination for
placement. It is important to note that the high school makes the final course recommendation
based on our understanding of our programming, requisite skills, and the entirety of a student’s
schedule.  Parents should direct any questions about high school placement to the high school,
not to 8th-grade teachers.

December:
PSAT scores arrive at the high school.  Taken in concert with other quantitative and qualitative
data, high school department chairpersons will collaborate on the thoughtful placement of each
and every incoming 9th grader.  When making recommendations, department chairs consider all
available information as well as the overall health and well-being of the student.  It is unusual for
an incoming student to be recommended for all honors and AP coursework.  Instead, we
typically challenge students in subjects of strength and recommend college-prep level courses
in other areas.  Our goal is to provide each student with a schedule that offers balance,
challenge, and the greatest likelihood of success.

http://www.collegeboard.org


Early January:
All incoming freshmen and their families are invited to the 8th-grade Welcome Night.  Details
about this evening will be shared by each high school in the fall.  This exciting orientation event
provides essential information about the high school experience, gives students a chance to
learn about available extracurricular activities and stock up on some new school swag.  In
addition, each family will receive a folder that contains the student’s PSAT scores and course
recommendations. Department Chairs will be available during the evening for any high-level
questions about coursework.   Individual questions about placement should be reserved for
counselor visits to the middle school or discussed through private correspondence with
department chairs in the coming days or weeks. We strongly encourage all 8th-grade families to
attend Welcome Night.

Early-Mid January:
High School Counselors will visit each sender school on the dates published and shared on the
8th-grade night.  During these visits, each student will be scheduled to meet with the high
school counselor to finalize course selection, including desired elective courses for which no
specific high school recommendation was made.  Parents are welcome at these brief meetings.
If a family decides they’d like a student to take a course at a level other than what was
recommended, the student can take a level change form home with them from the visit.
Directions for how to complete and submit the form are written on it and submission of the form
will trigger a series of conversations about a possible level change.  Upon receipt of such a
form, the department chairperson will contact the family about the desired change.  Final
decisions about course enrollment are ultimately up to the family.  If the family’s decision is in
opposition to the strong recommendation of the school, it will be noted on the form which is
placed in the student’s temporary file.  Later shifts to the student’s schedule may or may not be
possible.

July:
This month includes an important residency event at your respective high school.  It during this
event when parents will prove district residency if not already done online through Infosnap, pay
fees, and pick up materials including books and final copies of student schedules.  Counselors,
transportation, and business office representatives are all available for parent questions and
concerns.

August:
Welcome Freshmen!  Incoming freshmen are invited to attend a day of Freshman Orientation
where students are introduced to one another and to high school. School starts just a few short
days later.  Welcome to District 127!


