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Self-paced Training –How it 
works…Let’s Go. 

1. Make sure you registered at https://www.maconpiattroe.org/ for this online 
training.  Go to Sign up for Professional Development on QUICK LINKS –I think 
you have all signed up, only new staff should register. 

2. When you complete each module training, send your TASK ANSWERS to me 
prestonb@roe39.org I will send feedback for each one to you.  

3. I will then send back an email that you completed the training with an 
evaluation to fill out. After sending the evaluation in, another email will be 
sent with your Professional Learning Hours.  

4. Please go through the power point, viewing each slide and video. 
5. Tasks will be in RED and they need to be completed and sent to me.  Please 

send when training is completed. 
6. Next slides will tell you how to information for sending task answers. 
7. Please contact me if you are having any trouble with the training.  Email is 

above and phone or text 217-855-8531.  
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Example of how to send Tasks 

Title of Training  __________________

Tasks 1, 2, 3 ………

Please send tasks through a Word Doc or PPT 
slides.  I cannot open GOOGLE DOCS.

Send the task answers altogether when the 
module is completed.  



Color Writing –Why?????
Years ago, I went to a conference where a school district took each part of the writing into a 
certain color. 
So, I began to use it with my 5th graders to get them ready for writing essays.  
It was so successful, that my IEP students were passing state tests.  Some colleagues heard about 
it and began to visit my class when I held writing.
Then my district offered me a position to work in everyone’s classroom for one hour a week at 
both of our elementary schools.   If teachers stayed in the room while I worked with students, 
they received 32 CPDU’s at the end of the year.
I brought best practices in reading and Color Writing to every classroom Pre-K to 6th grade.  
The results were:

– 27% increase is test scores in ELA
– Common Vocabulary to all students K-6
– Common Modeling for students and teachers 
– Reading and Writing had to be together in order for students to have some background knowledge 
– Writing an essay about what you read, is different than writing a creative narrative about what you 

have experienced.  

The most important take away from two years doing this in my district, was how much students 
grow from one year to the next.  The vertical alignment of curriculum is vastly important for 
students to master the concepts they need to move from grade level to grade level.  That is a 
whole other training, though.  
I then began to present at conferences and was hired to teach teachers at our Regional Office of 
Education. 

That is my story on how Color Writing started.  
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TASK ONE- Pre and Post Test 
Color Writing, Common Core, and IAR 
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The following statements related to the targets of this training session.  
Please indicate your comfort level with the following: 
4 = I am confident in my knowledge 
3 = I am on the right track 
2 = I am not sure I am doing it right or with the right amount of consistency
1 = I need more information in this area 

Writing with CCSS and IAR Statements Pre Post

I understand the Common Core Standards in Writing.  Narrative, 
Informative/Explanatory, and Opinion/Argument Writing.   In my classroom, students 
produce routine writing daily in content areas and long term writing regularly.   

I can identify my classroom materials that support my efforts in teaching these types of 
writing.  

I can identify students who are deficient in each of the types of writing and give 
feedback that supports their ability to improve. 

I can locate resources to assist students who need more support in the area of writing.

I know how to construct a writing task that mimics the Literary Analysis Task on IAR, the 
Narrative Task on IAR, and the Research Simulation Task on IAR.  



Color Identification for Color Writing 

Red- Topic
Blue - support of the topic
Green- details that tell more about the support
Red-Conclusion 
Purple or Black –Transitions

Colored Pencils, Visa Visa Pens, Crayons, Colored ink gel pens can be used for the 
colors.  
When I started this, I used Visa Visa 4 pack pens and overhead projector with 
overhead plastic sheets that students cleaned off after class.  
So if you still  have an overhead projector and plastic sheets, students can still use 
them when you use the Gradual Release of Responsibility with students. 
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The next slides will show ANCHOR 
Standards

• These standards are the over reaching 
standards for all grade level standards. 

• These are the goals we want to achieve by the 
time students leave high school.

• This is why setting up mastery goals at each 
grade level that builds year after year is 
important. 

• They are colored according to Topic, Support, 
Details, and Conclusion 
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Anchor Standards in Writing
W.CCR.1-Write arguments to support claims in an 

analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.CCR.2-Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. 

W.CCR.3-Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences.

They all need conclusions even though it is not stated here on this slide 8



Audience

How do writers’ assumptions about audience affect production of a text?
1. How much to elaborate based on what they anticipate readers know

2. How much to tailor the development of claims

3. How much to care, since writers’ concerns are bigger when audience matters

4. How to accommodate audiences if writers don't identify with them

In argument writing: “Considering the audience, therefore, is not simply a 
matter of selecting the information that readers need to understand the 
argument. Instead, writers must anticipate objections and questions and 
develop persuasive appeals, including building on common ground, 
refuting opposing claims, offering an acceptable reader-writer 
relationship, and presuming upon appropriate beliefs and values."

~Miller & Charney
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The next slide 

•Shows a grade 
level standard in 
color.  
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5th Grade Goals K-5 How to get there
What does each grade level master?

W.5.1-Opinion pieces supporting a point of view 
with reasons and information 
 W.5.1a-Introduce a topic clearly, state an opinion, and 

create an organizational structure in which ideas are 
logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose 

 W.5.1b-Provide logically ordered reasons that are 
supported by facts and details

 W.5.1c-Logically ordered reasons using words, 
phrases, and clauses (consequently, specifically)

 W.5.1d-Provide a concluding statement or section 
related to the opinion presented.
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Argument Comprehension Writing 
Introduce the Claim Reasons and Evidence from the text 

Add some personal reflections-Back them 
with statistics and facts from the text

Concluding Statement that follows the 
argument presented. 
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Task Two –Read this essay.  What is it missing from the 4 square on slide 12 (last slide)?

Dear Mr. Sandler,
Did you know that every cigarette a person smokes takes seven minutes off their life? I

mentioned this because I just watched the movie, Benchwarmers, and I noticed that Carlos 
smoked. Why did you feel the need to have one of the characters smoke? Did you think that would 
make him look cool? Did you think that would make him look older? It did neither of those things. 
As a matter of fact, I think it made him look stupid and not very cool. Especially when he put out a 
cigarette on his tongue.

If I were producing a movie, I would want my characters to be strong, healthy and smart. I would 
not have any smokers in my movies for many reasons. The first reason is it sets a bad example for 
children. An estimated 450,000 Americans die each year from tobacco related disease. In fact, 
tobacco use causes many different types of cancers such as lung, throat, mouth, and tongue. 
Another reason not to promote smoking is it ages and wrinkles your skin. Who wants to look 75 if 
you are only 60? It turns your teeth yellow and may lead to gum disease and tooth decay. Finally, 
smoking is a very expensive habit. A heavy smoker spends thousands of dollars a year on 
cigarettes. I can think of better things to spend money on.

So Mr. Sandler, I urge you to take smoking out of all future movies you produce. Instead of having 
your characters smoke have them do healthy things. That will set a positive influence for children 
instead of poisoning their minds. Thanks for reading my letter. I hope you agree with my opinion.
Sincerely, __________
P.S. I love your Chanukah song.

Example from Appendix C pg. 36 Gr. 6 Argument Writing. 13



IAR Writing Tasks are Different.
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If you said it is missing EVIDENCE you would be right.  

Every Writing Task on IAR Test is based on providing evidence from what the student
reads, views, hears.  When they write, they are providing what the task asks of them 
with evidence from the content provided.  

So, on the last slide with the essay Dr. Mr. Sandler, this could be a task inside a classroom
but it would not match what the IAR test needs.

The student who wrote the essay is not providing any facts that have support or evidence
behind them.  They are good opinions and yes, they are facts that we have heard, but
the writer needs to provide the facts from the content in the test. 

Example of a writing to an author about a movie and their opinion on smoking, 
but has no evidence to prove the facts they put in this.  An IAR task would have students 
read or view something and then ask to give their opinion with evidence from what they 
viewed. So the student would have to say “Did you know that the statistics in US Today 2021 
said that every cigarette a person smokes……….”   

So to prepare students for the IAR, students must interact with some content to provide
evidence to the Writing Task.  



Standards are on the next slides
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Even though these are the standards we are teaching, no where do they 
say to provide evidence from the content to support their writing.  

So during the year, maybe once a month, you should provide students with

a cold read, video, audio, quote, picture, caption, cartoon etc., and have 

them write a Writing Task like the IAR asks them to do.  

The Dear Mr. Sandler is a good prompt for meeting the standards, but it could
be made into a IAR Writing Task (Research Simulation Task) if a student read
an article about smoking and watched a video of the results of smoking and then 
wrote to the author of the movie and provided the evidence to support the facts.

Example of a Research Simulation Writing Task on The IAR Test:
You have read an article by John Smith on Smoking and Health and viewed a video
by the Lung Association on the Effects of Smoking.  After watching the movie 
Benchwarmers, write an essay telling the author how you feel about characters smoking  in 
a movie.  
Make sure you use evidence from both sources to support your opinion of smoking.   



W.5.2-Write Informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly
 W.5.2a-Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general 

observation and focus, and group related 
information logically; including formatting 
(headings), illustrations, and multimedia when 
useful comprehension.

 W.5.2b-Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the topic

 W.5.2c-Link ideas within and across categories of 
information using words phrases, and clauses(in 
contrast, especially)
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 W.5.2d-Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic

 W.5.2e-Provide a concluding statement or section 
related to the information or explanation 
presented.

17



Informative/Explanatory 
Comprehension Writing 

Introduce the topic Support

Details –Facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotes, other information from 
the text

Conclusion 
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Task Three -Let’s LOOK  
Provided is an informative/explanatory writing from Appendix C.  My Big Book 
Gr. 1 -Informative 
Please use the colors on your computer to rewrite the Spain is in Europe 
essay on slides 21-23.    Use Red for the Topic from the example, Blue for the 
Support, Green for the Details and then Red again for the Conclusion. 

Topic in Red
Support in Blue
Details in Green
Conclusion in Red 

I have given a partial example on the next slide. You can finish 
it out and send it to me.   On slide 21 are some questions to 
answer from what you learned rewriting the essay.  Please 
send colored essay and the answers to the questions on slide 
21 to me. 
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Example of the Task 

Spain is a country in Europe. Spain is located in the 
south western tip of Europe.  Europe is a far away 
place from here.  Spain has a lot of fiestas. In some 
of the fiestas they make masks and special food 
too.  Spain has bullfights and I want to see one.  I 
think Spain looks like a upside down hat.  In your 
Europe at the fiestas the people are loud.  Some of 
the fiestas even beautiful and colorful.  Spain has a 
lot of different people.  In the bull fights they make 
the bull tired and make them fall down.  Spain is 
very colorful even if you go there you will see I am 
right.  Spain has 5 neighbors. 
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Topic Is it clear?
Supplies some facts about the topic Are they supported w/details? 
Gives details found in the text Are the details organized with the supports?

Provides closure-Is it a good closure? 
Command of some of the conventions

What did the color coding help you find out about this student and his/her writing?
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What you should have found?
Organization was the problem with this writing.  
Support was there, but not organized with the details.  
Using colors sometimes can help a student see this.
Graphic organizers will help too.  
This is how the essay should be organized.  

Spain Topic
Support in Western Europe
Details Upside down hat 
Support –Fiestas
Details –Masks, special food, colorful, people loud  
Support-Bull fights
Details –Make the bull fall, tired, I want to see one
Support- Neighbors
Details- France, Andora, Algeria, Portugual, Morocco
Closing –One day I am going there  
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Graphic Organizer –Can add to it. 
Can be adjusted for grade levels

Name topic:

Support

Details WITH EVIDENCE FROM THE READING OR TOPIC:(reasons with facts and details)

Support

Details WITH EVIDENCE FROM THE READING OR TOPIC:(reasons with facts and details)

Closing 
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Nonfiction Comprehension Writing 
Main Idea-Topic Important Facts-Details from the 

text

Questions I have that I may need to 

look up.  Where specifically can I 

look for the answers to my 

questions.

Things I learned-Conclusion
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Cause and Effect-Comprehension 

Sept. 11th Describe the Event or 

Issue 

Causes- Details from the text 

Effects- Details from the text What should be learned from this?
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Inference/Making Predictions/Drawing Conclusions

Title or chapter or section from the 

text 

Inferences or connections- Details 

from the text that demonstrate the 

connection 

Predictions –Details from the text 

that prove your prediction

Conclusions I draw from this:



Narrative Standards 5th grade 

W.5.3-Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective  technique , descriptive details, and clear 
event sequence

W.5.3a-Orient the reader by establishing a situation and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally.

W.5. 3b- Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, 
and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the 
responses of characters to situations

W.5.3e – Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events. 
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Color Writing-Narrative 
RED 
• Narrative Establish a Situation -
• skillfully engages and orients the reader by establishing a context, a point of view, 

and, when appropriate, introducing a narrator and/or characters 
• skillfully develops real or imagined experiences or events using relevant descriptive 

details 

Blue 
• introducing a narrator and/or characters or story elements -effectively organizes 

complex ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories and supports the 
writing task 

Green 
• skillfully uses narrative techniques (such as dialogue, pacing, description and 

reflection) to develop experiences, events, and/or characters 
• skillfully uses precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and 

sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events 
Red -
• skillfully provides a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or 

events 

Narrative samples in Appendix C do not follow well with the colors.  However,
teaching with the colors does work.   These words are straight from Delaware Rubrics30
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Narrative Comprehension Writing 

Establishing a situation Character, Setting-

Details 

Problem-Details Conclusion 

Words are taken from Appendix C Annotations  and CCSS 



Short ppt. on 
Narrative Elements, if you need it.  

• http://www.slideshare.net/smitka/narrative-
elements
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Task Four -Let’s see if you can code with colors- Assignment was:  You just read Haunted.  In 

the story , Anthony was a nonbeliever of paranormal activity.  Use what you know about the 
character Anthony from the  story and make yourself go into a fictional haunted house  taking on 
the point of view of a nonbeliever, just like Anthony.  Use colors to color code this narrative.  You 
can just add color or underline it in color and then send it to me.   

“Haunted houses, no such thing!”  I thought as I opened the door to the old Malley house.  The 
story Haunted in  literature today kind of spooked me.  The story was all about paranormal 
activity in a house the Smith family just moved into.   The son, Anthony was a nonbeliever, even 
though he had experienced weird happenings right before his eyes.  I am still a nonbeliever.  

I made my way carefully up the stairs, just like the character Anthony did in the story,   one 
step at a time.  My feelings were just as Anthony had described his, creeped out. 

Even though I wore my soft shoes, the boards creaked. In the silence of the empty house, the 
sound seemed explosive. At the top of the stairs, I paused. A bedroom door swung open. A dark 
shadow shifted.  Dust shimmered. A draft of cold air touched my face.

“Get a grip,” I thought.  “Be strong like Anthony.  Carry on.”  But the door swung back again, 
too quickly, and I knew that someone had to be there. I could feel my heart thudding as I tightly 
gripped the poker I picked up by the fireplace.  I stepped forwards. 

“Got ya!” yelled my brother Mike.  You always have to prove you’re right.  But I got you good 
bro’!”  

We walked down the creaky stairs.  There was the same draft of cold air.  It touched my face 
again, and Mike swept his hand across his face too.  I walked a little faster and thought about how 
Anthony felt as he was leaving the house for the last time.  Anthony proved his theory.  He was 
still a nonbeliever.    My brother, Mike followed.  We hit the front door with a thud.  Outside.  
Finally.  We looked at each other and headed home.  

“Haunted houses,” I whispered.  I didn’t look back.     
33



Let’s see how you did with colors- Assignment was:  You just read Haunted.  In the story , 
Anthony was a nonbeliever of paranormal activity.  Use what you know about the character 
Anthony from the  story and make yourself go into a fictional haunted house  taking on the point 
of view of a nonbeliever, just like Anthony.  

“Haunted houses, no such thing!”  I thought as I opened the door to the old Malley house.  
The story Haunted in  literature today kind of spooked me.  The story was all about paranormal 
activity in a house the Smith family just moved into.   The son, Anthony, was a nonbeliever, 
even though he had experienced weird happenings right before his eyes.  I am still a 
nonbeliever.  

I made my way carefully up the stairs, just like the character Anthony did in the story,   one 
step at a time. My feelings were just as Anthony had described his, creeped out. 

Even though I wore my soft shoes, the boards creaked. In the silence of the empty house, 
the sound seemed explosive. At the top of the stairs, I paused. A bedroom door swung open. 
A dark shadow shifted.  Dust shimmered. A draft of cold air touched my face.

“Get a grip,” I thought.  “Be strong like Anthony.  Carry on.”  But the door swung back again, 
too quickly, and I knew that someone had to be there. I could feel my heart thudding as I 
tightly gripped the poker I picked up by the fireplace.  I stepped forwards. 

“Got ya!” yelled my brother Mike.  You always have to prove you’re right. But I got you 
good bro’!”  

We walked down the creaky stairs.  There was the same draft of cold air.  It touched my 
face again, and Mike swept his hand across his face too.  I walked a little faster and thought 
about how Anthony felt as he was leaving the house for the last time.  Anthony proved his 
theory. He was still a nonbeliever.    My brother, Mike followed.  We hit the front door with a 
thud.  Outside.  Finally.  We looked at each other and headed home.  

“Haunted houses,” I whispered.  I didn’t look back.   34



Color Writing-Narrative 
RED 
• Narrative Establish a Situation -
• skillfully engages and orients the reader by establishing a context, a point of view, 

and, when appropriate, introducing a narrator and/or characters 
• skillfully develops real or imagined experiences or events using relevant descriptive 

details 

Blue 
• introducing a narrator and/or characters or story elements -effectively organizes 

complex ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories and supports the 
writing task 

Green 
• skillfully uses narrative techniques (such as dialogue, pacing, description and 

reflection) to develop experiences, events, and/or characters 
• skillfully uses precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and 

sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events 
Red -
• skillfully provides a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or 

events 

?

PURPLE TRANSITIONS 
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Task Five Let’s Try One-Narrative 

– Establish a situation and a narrator in Red

– Sequential Events in Blue

– Details about the events and sensory words in Green

– Concluding Section in Red 

Please look at the essay on slide 37 (next slide) and put 
it into colors.  Don’t look at slide 38 until you have either 
underlined the text with the colors or rewritten it in 
colors.  Check yours against mine on slide 38.  
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Task Five  -Yellow Mama:  Late Elementary Example   Score of 5   Narrative 

When I was one year old we moved to a ranch about seven miles from the highway. After we arrived 
and were fairly well settled we found out there were some cats living on the ranch too. Yellow Mama 
was one of them. She was a yellow cat with a white bib. 

Yellow Mama was a gentle cat, in the years that followed she had at least five batches of kittens. She 
cared for them all, they usually looked like her, but not always. Sometimes she had six kittens in one 
batch! 

When I was seven years old Yellow Mama was still with us. During the summer, Kirk, my brother who 
was nine, and I decided we wanted to climb a big rock on the hillside near our house. We were 
almost to the rock when I saw poor Yellow Mama lying near a brush, dead. I told Kirk to come see 
what had happened. 

We were both very sad, we had loved her very much. We decided not to climb the rock, I was crying. 
When we were running back to the house, mom heard me crying and came out to see if I was hurt. 
We told her what had happened and then went into the house. 

When dad came home we told him. The next day he buried Yellow Mama. Said it looked like a snake 
or something had bitten her neck. 

I will never forget Yellow Mama. I am eleven years old and still think about how nice and kind she 
was, she had been a good cat.
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See how you did?  Yellow Mama:  Late Elementary Example   Score of 5   Narrative 

When I was one year old we moved to a ranch about seven miles from the highway. After 
we arrived and were fairly well settled we found out there were some cats living on the 
ranch too. Yellow Mama was one of them. She was a yellow cat with a white bib. 

Yellow Mama was a gentle cat, in the years that followed she had at least five batches of 
kittens. She cared for them all, they usually looked like her, but not always. Sometimes she 
had six kittens in one batch! 

When I was seven years old Yellow Mama was still with us. During the summer, Kirk, my 
brother who was nine, and I decided we wanted to climb a big rock on the hillside near our 
house. We were almost to the rock when I saw poor Yellow Mama lying near a brush, dead. 
I told Kirk to come see what had happened. 

We were both very sad, we had loved her very much. We decided not to climb the rock, I 
was crying. When we were running back to the house, mom heard me crying and came out 
to see if I was hurt. We told her what had happened and then went into the house. 

When dad came home we told him. The next day he buried Yellow Mama. Said it looked 
like a snake or something had bitten her neck. 

I will never forget Yellow Mama. I am eleven years old and still think about how nice and 
kind she was, she had been a good cat.

Transitions can be black or purple.  I like to color code them at first because students tend 
to use the same ones over and over.  It just highlights that they need something different to 
show organization. 
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Essential Elements of Narrative Essays

• The focus of a narrative essay is the plot, which 
is told using enough details to build to a climax. 
Here's how:

• It is usually told chronologically.
• It usually has a purpose, which is usually stated in 

the opening sentence.
• It may use dialogue.
• It is written with sensory details and vivid 

descriptions to involve the reader. All these 
details relate in some way to the main point the 
writer is making.

• Need a closure 
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Colors can sometimes help support 
students in writing

Red=Establish a Situation or Topic

Blue=Begin, Mid, End (sequence) or Support of 
the Topic

Green=Details

Red=Conclusion 

Purple or Black=Transitions words or linking 
words 
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The Literature Task plays an 
important role in honing 
students’ ability to read 
complex text closely, a skill 
that research reveals as the 
most significant factor 
differentiating college-ready 
from non-college-ready 
readers. This task will ask 
students to carefully consider 
literature worthy of close 
study and compose an 
analytic essay.

The Narrative Task broadens 
the way in which students may 
use this type of writing. 
Narrative writing can be used 
to convey experiences or 
events, real or imaginary. In 
this task, students may be 
asked to write a story, detail a 
scientific process, write a 
historical account of 
important figures, or to 
describe an account of events, 
scenes or objects, for 
example.

The Research Simulation Task 
is an assessment component 
worthy of student preparation 
because it asks students to 
exercise the career- and 
college- readiness skills of 
observation, deduction, and 
proper use and evaluation of 
evidence across text types.
In this task, students will 
analyze an informational topic 
presented through several 
articles or multimedia stimuli, 
the first text being an anchor 
text that introduces the 
topic. Students will engage 
with the texts by answering a 
series of questions and 
synthesizing information from 
multiple sources in order 

Kinds of  tasks on the IAR TEST 
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5th Grade IAR Narrative Task in colors 

• You have read a passage from "The Growin' of 
Paul Bunyan." Think about how the story 
would be different if it were told from 
Johnny’s point of view.

• Write a narrative story retelling the story 
from the point of view of Johnny. Be sure to 
use supporting details from the passage.

• It will need a red conclusion.
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Narrative IAR Task 7th Grade in colors  

• In the passage, the author developed a strong 
character named Miyax. Think about Miyax
and the details the author used to create that 
character. The passage ends with Miyax
waiting for the black wolf to look at her.

• Write an original story to continue where the 
passage ended. In your story, be sure to use 
what you have learned about the character 
Miyax as you tell what happens to her next. 
(story elements from the text) 

• The details about what happens in each story 
element (evidence from the text)  should be 
the Green

• The conclusion in red 
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7th IAR Gr. Narrative Task 
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4th Gr. Example of IAR
Literary Analysis Task 

45



Task Six -7th Grade PCR

• You have read a passage from the Count of 
Monte Cristo and a scene from Blessings.  Think 
about the similarities and differences in how the 
two authors develop theme.  

• Write an essay in which you identify the theme 
from each text and analyze how the theme is 
developed.  Include specific evidence from both 
selections.

Why are these questions literary analysis 
prompts?
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3rd Grade Research Simulation Task
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8th Gr. Research Simulation Task 
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Actual IAR Writing Tasks  



These are IAR tasks that have been released to use with students.  

Literary Analysis Task – provides students an opportunity to show their 
understanding of literature. It asks students to read two literary texts, answer six 
multiple-choice questions about the texts, and write an extended response that 
analyzes key ideas (development of theme, interaction of literary elements, 
structure’s relationship to meaning, effects of point of view, etc.) in the texts. 
Grade 8 PARCC Practice Test 
• In “Confetti Girl” and “Tortilla Sun,” the narrators have points of view different 

from those of their parents. Write an essay analyzing how these differences 
in points of view create tension in both stories. Remember to use details 
from both texts to support your ideas. 

Research Simulation Task – mirrors the research process by presenting two or 
three texts on a given topic. Students answer nine multiple-choice questions 
about the texts and then write an extended response about some aspect of the 
related texts (the purpose, the use of illustrations, the relationship of ideas, the 
argument presented, etc.) 
Grade 7 PARCC Practice Test 
• You have learned about electricity by reading three articles, “Energy Story,” 

“Short Circuit,” and “Conducting Solutions.” In an essay, analyze how each 
source uses explanations, examples, and/or descriptions to help accomplish 
its purpose. Support your response with evidence from each source. 

Narrative Writing Task – asks students to read a literary text, answer five 
multiple-choice questions about the text, and then create a narrative related to 
the text (finish the story, retell the story in another narrative form, or from a 
different point of view, etc.) 
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Let’s Try One  Last Task SEVEN 

HERE IS YOUR IAR TASK:  Research Simulation Task 
1. You will read one informational text below: 
https://www.successconsciousness.com/blog/happiness-fun/tips-for-
happiness/ This article has so many ads, sorry.  Just keep scrolling to read it. 
2.  Then watch the video below:  
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiASBYvvldU 2.37 min.  Yale Course 

on Happiness and What happened 

• The IAR TASK IS:  You have read an article 15 Tips for Happiness in Daily Life
By Remez Sasson and viewed a video  about a Happiness Course at Yale 
University.  
Use both of these resources to answer this question:
How can you find happiness?  
Remember to use evidence from each source in your answer.  Send your essay to 

me in colors.  
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Color Writing Supported my Students 

• Thank you for spending time on this training.

If you try this in your classroom, please let me 
know how it went. 

Send Pre/Post test to me and all your tasks 
numbered to prestonb@roe39.org
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