August — September 2018

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15TH
6:00 –8:00 P.M.

Mandatory Technology Meeting for parents and students
4th-6th grades-6:30 p.m. in Heese Event Center
7th-12th grades-7:15 p.m. in Heese Event Center

First Day of School—8:15 a.m.
Breakfast @ 7:30 a.m.
Thursday, August 16th
1:00 p.m. Dismissal—No Preschool
Preschool begins on August 20

Greetings from Jason Dolliver
Superintendent
July 30, 2018
Dear Parents, Students, and District Stakeholders,
It is almost time for one of the most exciting times of the year … the start of a new school year!! As of this
writing, school will officially begin for students in 17 days, and staff members will report in 13 days. While the summer seems to have yet again disappeared, I hope you were able to enjoy it. If not, there is still a little time left! As is
always the case, I look forward to the 18-19 school year and all of the wonderful things that will happen during it. I
am confident 18-19 will be another great school year for PPS! I wanted to share a few pieces of important information with all of you in this newsletter. There is a lot to tell everyone, so included in this portion of the newsletter will
simply be a few of the highlights.
The first day of school for K-12 students is August 16, and preschool students begin August 20. Staff members will be ready because they begin the school year on August 13. Students, their parents, and family members
should also note the Open House that will take place on August 15 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. The annual Open
House is a great opportunity for everyone to get acquainted or re-acquainted with each other, the building, and new
information for the upcoming school year. I encourage all students and their family members to attend, because it is
a fantastic way to kick off the year.
While there will be mostly familiar faces in the building when the 18-19 school year begins, there will be a
few new ones, too. PPS hired 4 teachers and 2 paraprofessionals to fill open positions created by retirement, resignation, or increased enrollment. In no particular order, the new teachers are Brianna Gaer (3rd Grade), Brittany Wolfgram (1st Grade), Cody Volk (Secondary Social Studies), and Kelly Schrunk (4, 5, 6 Social Studies). On the paraprofessional side, Jessica Brichacek and Stephanie Wegner will be joining the PPS team as well. All 6 of these individuals
bring a plethora of positives to the table, and I am confident they will do an excellent job. I would encourage all students and their family members to help welcome these new staff members to the district.
I should mention that Doug Schrieber is somewhat new to the district as well. Doug started working at PPS in
April. He was hired to serve on the Maintenance / Housekeeping crew to replace Bob Simonsen who retired at the
end of the 2017-18 school year. Doug was an excellent addition to the team.
Early in the 18-19 school year, PPS will be taking a major step forward in the area of student safety. On August 31, a reunification drill will be conducted. The plan is to simulate an event that would require all students and
staff members to evacuate the building. After evacuating the building, the drill will require all students and staff
members to make their way to a reunification site. All students will then be dismissed from the reunification site in a
manner that is consistent with PPS’s newly developed reunification protocols. The drill will occur near the end of the
day, and school will be dismissed at the conclusion of the drill. All of the details for this drill will be shared with staff
members, students, and family members very soon. The intent of mentioning this drill in this newsletter article is for
planning purposes. This drill will take a lot of communication, patience, and cooperation on everyone’s part. It is
being done, however, for a very important reason … student safety. As I already mentioned, details will be shared
with everyone very soon, so stay tuned!
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Anyone visiting the building when the new school year begins will likely notice a difference in the landscape to
the north of the building. PPS was able to acquire property north of the building and construct parking lots that will
significantly improve the parking situation at PPS. I’m not sure that all of the problems associated with parking will be
eliminated, but I do know significant steps forward have been taken. There will be protocols in place for parking, and
all of those protocols will be communicated as effectively and as soon as possible. For now, just know PPS is making
efforts to be as accommodating as we can be for anyone visiting the school and community.
2018-19 is a bit of a monumental year for PPS with respect to technology. In 17-18, PPS expanded its 1:1 initiative from students in grades 7-12 to students in grades 4-12. The District’s 1:1 initiative is being expanded again in 1819 and will now include all students in grades K-12. Students in grades 9-12 will continue to be issued MacBook Airs for
use inside and outside of the building. Junior high students, grades 7-8, will again be issued Chromebooks, which they
will be allowed to use inside and outside of the building as well. Students in grades 2-6 will be issued Chromebooks,
but they are only for use at school. Finally, students in grades K-1 will be issued iPads, and they are to be used only at
school as well. There may be times when students in grades K-6 are allowed to use their device outside of the building,
but the year will begin with use only at the school. This is an extremely exciting initiative for PPS students. They will
now have an educational resource at the tips of their fingers that will allow them be educated in a way that meets their
21st century learning needs.
As is always the case, the upcoming school year will be full of successes and challenges. We can minimize challenges and maximize successes by working together as a cohesive unit. My challenge to students, parents, family
members, and district patrons is to simply support the efforts of the school. It is my expectation for the school to do
everything possible to support students, parents, family members, and district patrons. If we can work together
throughout the school year, the upcoming school year will be a fantastic one. I look forward to seeing everyone work
together to make the 2018-2019 school year nothing short of fantastic!!

See you all soon and GO PENDRAGONS!!!

Dr. Jason Dolliver, Superintendent

Greetings from Eric Miller
High School Principal

August 2018,
Welcome Back Pendragons! Wow did this summer fly by!!!! It is hard to believe that it is this
time of year again but let’s get rolling! I am happy that school will be starting up shortly and
truly can’t wait to get this year under way. I always look forward to the first day of school
and bringing back familiar faces and welcoming in new people to our Legion of Pendragons!
Speaking of new Pendragons, we want to welcome Mr. Cody Volk to the secondary school.
Mr. Volk will be stepping in to teach Social Studies to the Junior High and High School. He
will also be taking the reins as our head wrestling coach and will assist in coaching football
and JH track. Mr. Volk has previously worked in law enforcement and brings a wife and 4
children with him to the community. He grew up in Battle Creek and was an offensive lineman for the Huskers in his college days. Please welcome the Volk family to Pender when
you have the chance. We also have at least 9 new secondary students that we will be adding to our family. Please do what you can to make them all feel welcome in our school and
in our community.
The summer maintenance staff has again done a wonderful job of cleaning and renovating
parts of the school. You will find new carpet and paint in several areas of the building and
other small updates to make this a great place to be. Most noticeable will be the addition
of new parking lots directly north of the main gym entrance! We are excited to add some,
MUCH NEEDED, parking to this campus. If you use this parking for events, please note that
the entrance off of Whitney Street is ‘Entrance Only!’ Please exit the parking lots through the
alley or on McCabe Street.
There are some minor changes in the student hand books for the kids when they return to
school. Everything will be covered in detail in the first few days. Large backpacks still need
to be kept in the lockers, water bottles are allowed but need to be clear, and cell phones
are allowed but need to be silenced and teachers may require them to be put in a special
area upon the student entering class. Computers will again be used in all classes and will be
closely monitored for any misuse. The upgrades we have made in technology over the last
7 years are something that our school and community should be proud of. We will continue
to teach students responsibility from our end and expect our parents and community members to do the same.
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As always, I will be asking teachers to challenge students in each and every class they take.
High academic standards are the keys to success when the students leave this building. Our
teachers are here to help students and pushing students to be their best and not settling for
anything less is what I expect of them. We are fortunate this year to be able to add 2 new
classes that can be taken in High School. Mrs. Carda will be offering a Sociology class and a
Criminal Justice class. Both are semester courses and will be open to Juniors and Seniors.
Mr. King will continue to teach College Algebra, Statistics, and Technical Math for college
credit and he has added College Trigonometry to his class schedule as well. Mr. Haymart
will teach 2 college level courses in English and Mrs. Davis will teach College Biology. Students may also take online dual credit classes from a local college or university if it fits into
their schedules. Our Pathway’s to Tomorrow consortium has now grown to 8 schools and offers classes in Beemer that focus on Career Readiness. We started the program with Computer Programing and added classes in Health Sciences, Education, and Construction this
last school year. We expect this program to continue to expand and offer more opportunities to our students in the years to come.
Athletic practices for Pender students will start on August 6th! Just a few notes about fall activities for our fans. The fall Musical will be August 17, 18 and 19. Students have been working
all summer to be ready to present Charlie and the Chocolate Factory on stage! The girls
competing in the softball coop with Wisner-Pilger now have a new name and mascot for
the 2018 fall season. With Pender and BRLD now involved the 4-school coop will be called
the Northeast Nebraska (NEN) Vipers. Home games will be played in Wisner and Pender.
Please look at the activities calendar to see the dates. Girls golf continues to work with BRLD
and Volleyball and Football will both kick off their seasons at home! With all activities starting we hope to see you in attendance. Please check out the activities calendar and plan
to come and support our Pendragons as they take the field, court, stage, and course this
fall!

Eric Miller
Secondary Principal

Greetings from Kelly Ballinger
Elementary Principal
Hello Pendragon Families!
I hope this newsletter finds you all enjoying your last days of a wonderful summer vacation!
School is just around the corner, so get out there and make the most of it! The next few
weeks promise to keep us all hopping as we sneak in a few more summer activities and prepare for the upcoming school year. This is always such an exciting time!
Please make plans to join us for the Back-2-School Open House on Wednesday, August 15th
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Elementary students and parents will have the opportunity to drop off
supplies, meet their teachers, see their classrooms, and review the grade level curriculum. 4
-5-6 graders and their parents will be required to attend a digital citizenship workshop at
6:30 that evening so they are ready to take responsibility for their Chrome Books! J Be sure
check out all the work done in the building over the summer as well. As a reminder, K-6 students will start school on Thursday, Aug. 16th. Preschool parents may choose to send school
supplies with their children on the night of the open house or wait until the first day of preschool on Monday, August 20th. All school supply lists can be found in this newsletter, on the
schools Facebook/Twitter page and on the school’s website at www.penderschools.org.
Pender Elementary has several wonderful programs available to parents/students this
school year. The K-6 Beyond The Bell Afterschool Program sign up is now available. This program will follow a format very similar to last school year and will begin on Monday, August
20th, 2018. The Backpack Food Program is available to all PPS students once again this year.
Enrollment forms will come home with students after the first day of school. Food bags will
begin coming home on Friday, August 31st, 2018. The Pender TeamMates Mentor Program is
up and running for year number four! If you are interested in being a mentor or your child is
interested in having a mentor, additional information will come home with students.
The elementary school day will have an 8:15 a.m. start time for the 2018-2019 school year.
Breakfast begins at 7:30 a.m. for those eating at school. Students choosing not to eat at
school should arrive at 8:00 a.m. All students should enter the building through door # 4. K-3
students will be dismissed from the south side of the building at 3:30p.m. and 4-6 students at
3:40p.m. (Preschool drop off and pick up procedures are available in the preschool packets
given out by Mrs. Goodman).
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Dismissal procedures will also remain the same. Students walking home will be dismissed
through the lunchroom door to the playground where they will be lined up by the west
playground gate. Students will be escorted across the alley and will walk west to the corner where they will be allowed to disseminate. Students riding the bus will report to the
playground area upon dismissal, and will be supervised until the busses arrive. Parents
and/or guardians who are picking up elementary students should use Maple Street on
the south side of the building. We will continue to have a designated pick-up area near
the playground. Please see the elementary school day procedures page elsewhere in
this newsletter for additional information. Please remind your children of these procedures.
We are pleased to welcome back our PK-6 staff this year! We have a few new additions
to our staff that I would like to make you aware of. Brittany Wolfgram will be teaching 1st
grade. Brittany is a native of Laurel, Ne. Brianna Gaer will be teaching 3rd grade.
Brianna and her family reside in Pender. Kelly Schrunk will be teaching 4-5-6 Social Studies. Kelly is a PPS grad and resides in Pender with her family. We have also added two
new paraprofessionals to our staff. Steph Wegner and Jessica Brichacek will be joining
our SPED department when school starts.

Additional information to keep an eye out for are the Elementary eNews electronic
weekly newsletter, Thursday Folders, the K-6 Pendragon After-School Program, and information about upcoming PTO meetings. We have a lot of exciting things happening at
Pender Elementary School! If you ever have any questions or concerns please feel free
to give me a call or stop in and visit. I look forward to seeing all of you!
It’s a GREAT day to be a Pendragon!

Kelly Ballinger

Sports Physicals
7th-12th grade students participating in
any athletic competition or flames MUST
have a physical before being able to
participate.
Pender Medical Clinic has physical forms
or you may pick one up at the school
office.
Physical Examinations
Nebraska School Law states that all out-of-state
transfer students, kindergartners, seventh grade students and all athletic participants, must have a physical within the last 6 months before starting school or
practice. The cost is the individual family’s responsibility. NSAA states all athletic participants must have
a physical after May 1st for the following school year

Sports Practice
Practice for all 9th-12th grade sports will begin on Monday, August 6th. Athletes must
have physical form turned in before the start of practice. You can pick up a physical
form in the office, in the weight room or at the Pender Medical Clinic.

Student//-Parent Information
Bus Information

Right of Privacy Notification

Families utilizing the bus
route will be receiving information by mail regarding their child’s route and
times.

Pender Public Schools plan to continue their
policy of routinely releasing to the news media,
the schools web pages etc. information regarding
students attending the school. The release may
include such items as the student’s name,
parents’ name, age, chronological class
placement, athletic teams (including heights and
weights), music, drama/speech, honor roll,
scholastic honors, and other similar pertinent
data.
Parents who DO NOT wish to have such
information disseminated involving their
students are requested to attach a letter to the
handbook signature page.

PreK-6th Grade
Thursday, August 30
7th-12th Grade
Friday, August 31

Picture Day

Tuesday
August 28th
All Students

Hearing Screening

As a parent, you have the right to: 1) inspect and
review your child’s education record and ask for
an explanation of any item in the record: 2) be
informed of the types and location of records
being collected or used by the school; 3) ask for
an amendment of any record you feel is
inaccurate, 4)give or withhold consent to disclose
your child’s records, 5) be told to whom
information has been disclosed; and 6) to be
informed before information in your child’s file is
destroyed. As a parent you have the further
right to consent or deny permission for your child
to be evaluated and possibly placed in Special
Education Programs or to have the child’s
current Special Education Program amended.

Child Find Notice
Any parent, medical office, or other person in the
Pender Public School District who knows of any
resident child under the age of 21 who may have
a handicapping condition that has not yet been
identified, please contact Kelly Ballinger at the
Pender Public School at 402.385.3244 ext. 2150

Breakfast
$1.70
$1.70
$1.70
$2.20

PreK
K-6
7-12
Adults

Lunch
$2.10
$2.35
$2.60
$3.60

Breakfast Offered Daily
Includes: main or poptart or yogurt, cereal, toast
and 2 drinks

Extra Milk or Juice - $.45
Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or poptart - $.75
Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.50
Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.25
Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits, or
salad bar) - $.75

Lunch Offered Daily
Includes: main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink

August Lunch
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10

11

17

18

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16
Breakfast Bites
Hot Dog Bar
Chips
Baked Beans
Pineapple

19

20

21
Omelet
Taco
Spanish Rice
Pears
Brownie

26

27
Dutch Waffle
Chicken Fried St.
Mashed Pot
Green Beans
Fruit Cocktail

22

French Toast
Chicken Alfredo
Broccoli
Mandarin Oranges
Breadstick

28

Breakfast Pizza
Turkey Club
Chips
California Blend
Peaches

29

Breakfast Burrito
Tavern
Tater Tots
Broccoli
Pears

Breakfast Sand.
Chicken Patty
French Fries
Corn
Mandarin Oranges

23

Biscuits/Gravy
Cheeseburger
French Fries
Corn Fruit Cocktail

30
Pancake/Sausage
Spaghetti
Lettuce Salad
Peaches
Garlic Bread
Ice Cream
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25

24

Breakfast Stick
BBQ Rib/Bun
Potato Wedges
Green Bean Cass.
Applesauce

Biscuits/Gravy
Saucy Sub
Peas
Pineapple
Pudding Cup

31
Biscuits/Gravy
Pizza
California Blend
Applesauce

Breakfast
$1.70
$1.70
$1.70
$2.20

PreK
K-6
7-12
Adults

Breakfast Offered Daily
Includes: main or pop art or yogurt, cereal, toast
and 2 drinks

Lunch
$2.10
$2.35
$2.60
$3.60

Lunch Offered Daily
Includes: main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink

Extra Milk or Juice - $.45
Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or pop tart - $.75
Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.50
Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.25
Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits, or
salad bar) - $.75

September Lunch
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4
NO
SCHOOL

9

10

5

11
French Toast
Cheeseburger
French Fries
Broccoli
Peaches

16

17
Breakfast Pizza
Taco
Spanish Rice
Mandarin Oranges

23

24
Breakfast Sand.
Chicken Patty
Mac & Cheese
Peas
Pears

6

Donut
Chicken Strips
Mac & Cheese
Peas

Breakfast Bites
Taco Boat
Spanish Rice
Fruit Cocktail
Rice Crispy Bar

12
Coffee Cake
Turkey Club
Chips
Corn
Applesauce

18

13

Omelet
Chix & Noodles
Peas
Pineapple
Bun

19

25

Goulash
Broccoli
Applesauce
Bun

26

Pancake/Sausage
Spaghetti
Lettuce Salad
Mandarin Oranges
Breadstick

Scrambled Eggs
Hot Dog Bar
Chips
Baked Beans
Peaches

8
Biscuits/Gravy
BBQ Meatballs
Chy Hashbrowns
Green Beans
Mandarin Oranges

14

Muffin
Mini corn dogs
Potato Wedges
California Blend
Fruit Cocktail

20
Dutch Waffle

Breakfast Stick
Ch Fried Steak
Mashed Potato
Green Beans
Peaches

7

Scrambled Eggs
Hot Ham /Cheese
Tater Tots
Corn Casserole
Pears

Breakfast Burrito
Pizza
Corn
Pineapple
Cookie

27
Breakfast Bites
Chicken Alfredo
Broccoli
Applesauce
Garlic Bread

30
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15
Biscuits/Gravy
Saucy Sub
Peas
Pears
Pudding Cup

21

22

Biscuits/Gravy
Tavern
Tater Tots
California Blend
Fruit Cocktail

28
Biscuits/Gravy
BBQ Rib
Potato Wedges
Green Bean Cass.
Pineapple

29

LUNCH/BREAKFAST PROGRAM
INFORMATION

PreK
K-6
7-12
Adults

Breakfast
$1.70
$1.70
$1.70
$2.20

Lunch
$2.10
$2.35
$2.60
$3.60

Extra Milk or Juice $.45
Extra Breakfast Main $.75
Extra Breakfast Side $.50
Extra Lunch Main $1.25
Extra Lunch Side $.75

Elementary Milk Break
Milk break prices for grades K-3 are by
the semester only, at a cost of $35.00
per semester. The milk fee must be paid
at the beginning of each semester. For
Preschool milk prices, please contact
Andrea Hansen at 385-3244 ext. 2100

Please make separate checks for:
♦

Lunch payments

♦

Preschool-3rd grade milk break

♦

Computer insurance

♦

Activity Fees

In order to avoid a negative lunch balance, please
make sure you give the District Office a current
email address. Our lunch program is set up to
automatically send weekly
statements and texts. You may also, update your
email address or phone number to receive texts
by calling 385-3244 or email Lisa Johnson at
lijohns1@penderschools.org

**All students will be charged for seconds.
**Free and reduced students under the federal
guidelines will only receive 1 free or reduced lunch.
They will be charged the full amount for seconds.
If your child does not eat hot lunch and would like milk with
their meal the cost is $.45 per carton.
The student’s lunch money should be turned in to the office
before or after school. Lunch bills will be sent home with
the oldest student in each family on a weekly basis.
Application forms for free and reduced meals are in this
newsletter. Please fill out and return before school begins.
A new form must be returned for the 2018-2019 school
year. If a new form is not received the computer will
automatically switch you to paid status in September. If
you are not sure whether you will qualify it does not hurt to
complete the application. If your household income
changes feel free to contact the school at anytime to
complete a free/reduced lunch form.
The lunch program at Pender Public Schools will offer a
daily main entrée, yogurt or a salad.
The federal hot lunch guidelines state that students need to
have 3 food groups on their tray to make it a reimbursable
tray. They do not need to eat those three things, they just
need to have them on their tray. If you have any questions
about the lunch program, you can contact Pam Buchholz at
385-3244.

As mandated by the Nebraska Department of
Nutrition Services, if you would like to provide
lunch/breakfast for your child than what is being
offered by Pender Public Schools, it must be for
your child/children ONLY. You are NOT allowed
to bring lunch/breakfast into the school for any
other student. If you have any questions regarding these guidelines/policies, please contact the
school office at 385-3244.

If you fill out application for free/reduced meals..please fill out this form as well and return to
the school office. Thanks

Sharing Information with Other Programs - Optional

Dear Parent/Guardian:
To save you time and effort, the information you gave on your Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application may be
shared with other programs for which your children may qualify.

For the following programs, we must have your permission to share your information. Sending in this form will
not change whether your children get free or reduced price meals.

Yes! I DO want school officials to share information from my Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application
with extra curricular activities.
Yes! I DO want school officials to share information from my Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application
with vocal and instrumental music honors.
Yes! I DO want school officials to share information from my Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application
with special scholarships.

If you checked ì yesî to any or all of the boxes above, complete the following form to ensure that your information is shared for the child(ren) listed below. Your information will be shared only with the programs you
checked.
Childís Name:

School:

Childís Name:

School:

Childís Name:

School:

Childís Name:

School:

Signature of Par-

Date:

Printed Name:
Address:
For more information, you may call Lisa Johnson at 402.385.3244 or
email at lijohns1@penderschools.org
Return this form to: Pender Public Schools, 609 Whitney Street, Pender, NE 68047

Important Dates
August 15– Open House 6:00-8:00 p.m.
August 16-1st Day of School Kdg-12th Grades 1:00 p.m. Dismissal
August 17-18-School Musical 7:00 p.m.
August 20– 1st Day of School for Preschool
August 28-Hearing Screening
August 30-School Pictures Prek-6th Grades
August 31-School Pictures Prek & 7th-12th Grades
September 3-No School
September 12-Wednesday 2:30 Dismissal begins for Kdg-12th grades
September 21-Homecoming

The school calendar changes daily.
You can find the most current calendar as well as detailed information about events at
www.penderschools.org.

Interested in Pendragon clothing?
Contact school office for more
details.
Pender gear is available for most
sports at beginning of each sport
season.
402.385.3244

How to Contact Us
District Office
402-385-3244
On the Web at
www.penderschools.org
On Facebook
Pender Public Schools
On Twitter
@pendragonupdate

Take a second and think about the
mentor in your life. Were they a
good listener? Were they there for
you? How would your life be
different without them?
The TeamMates Mentoring program is looking for enthusiastic, positive role models to make a difference in the lives of
young people in our community. Matches in TeamMates
meet once a week at school to play board games, work on
projects, or talk. Pay your mentoring experience forward and
join the team. One visit a week can make a life-long impact.
Go to Teammates.org to learn how or contact Andrea Hansen
at 402.9385.3244 ext. 2100.

Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school
office. Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we
collect back to Pender Public School.
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