
Alton Elementary PBS Behavior  
Definitions 

Minor Behaviors 
Teacher/Classroom Managed Behaviors 

Behavior Definition 
Not Following Rules Disregard to school-wide expectations.  Examples: running in 

the halls, inappropriate voice, not taking turns, etc. 

Off task Student does not take an active role in learning; disconnected. 

Out of Seat Student is continually out of seat and distracts himself and/or 
others. 

Speaking out/Disruptive 
Conduct 

Student engages in low-intensity, but inappropriate disruption 
such as noises, rocking chair, tapping pencil, blurting out, etc. 
and/or engages in low-intensity instance of inappropriate 
language. 

Physical Contact 

Student engages in non-serious, but inappropriate physical 
contact such as not keeping hands to self, playing roughly on 
playground, picking up others, etc. 

Disrespect Student engages in brief or low-intensity verbal or non-verbal 
display of rudeness or discourtesy. Example: arguing, tone of 
voice, eye rolling, etc. 

Defiant/Non-compliant Student engages in brief or low-intensity failure to respond to 
adult requests. Example: when asked to do something, student 
says "No, I don't want to." 

Property/Technology Misuse Student engages in low-intensity misuse of property such as 
writing on books, destroying school supplies or property, using 
playground equipment improperly – including computers and 
other technology devices. 

Cheating Using dishonest methods to gain academic advantage.  
Willingly copying another's work or answers or letting someone 
copy your work or answers.  

Lying Student delivers message that is untrue. 

Stealing (MINOR) Student engages in minor acts of stealing.  Example: takes 
pencils from another student. 

Inappropriate items at school Student brings items that are not allowed at school such as 
electronics, toys, and/or other items that are not dangerous to 
others. 

Harassment Student continually annoys another student knowing the 
actions are unwanted.  

Late/Incomplete 
Work 

Student repeatedly does not turn in assignments or complete 
class work or homework within allotted time.   



Major Behaviors 
Office Managed Behaviors 

Behavior Definition 
Profanity/Cussing Student exhibits verbal and/or nonverbal forms of swearing 

Fighting/ 
Assault 

Actions involving serious physical contact where injury may occur 
(hitting, hitting with an object, punching, kicking, hair pulling, 
scratching, etc.) Assault is when one student or group of students 
may be inflicting bodily harm to another student or staff member. 

Stealing/Theft Student is in possession of, having passed on, or being responsible 
for removing someone else’s property or school property. 

Forgery Student has signed a person’s name without the person’s 
permission. 

Threats of Harm – 
Verbal and Written 

Student delivers a message (verbal or written) of possible threats to 
other students and/or staff members. 

Bullying Student repeatedly teases, picks on, threatens, or hurts another 
student physically or mentally.   

Inappropriate 
Touching/Indecent 
Exposure 

Student engages in inappropriate, verbal and/or physical 
gestures/contact of a sexual nature to another student adult. 

Destruction of 
Property 

Student participates in an activity that results in substantial 
destruction or disfigurement of property.  

Weapons/Lighters/
Matches 

Student is in possession of knives or guns (real or look alike), or 
other objects readily capable of causing bodily harm.  

Controlled 
Substances/Drugs 

Student uses/possesses controlled substance; violates medicine 
policy (OTC or prescription). 

Chronic Minor Student repeatedly commits minor behaviors despite redirection, 
verbal warning and reteaching appropriate behavior.
  

Infractions




