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WHAT IS CLASSROOM COURIER? 

By Abby Carter 
What is Classroom Courier? Classroom Courier is about getting information for you. 
Otherwise, we are basically a school newspaper group. We inform you about recent and 
upcoming sports events, weather, and of course, make your you have fun. We are trying to 
make our newspapers filled with information, and fun. There is a puzzle Colum by Abby 
Carter, there is math Colum by Jacob Baji. Classroom Courier is responsible for making 
the Information station, by the nurse’s office. We are currently working on getting 
newspapers out to you. We hope to at least get out two newspapers this year. 

 

Scholastic Bowl 
By Abby Davidson 

 Scholastic Bowl is an exciting winter club. Scholastic Bowl is a game where two teams 
with five players compete to quickly buzz in and try to correctly answer “tossup” 
questions about many different topics. If one team answers a tossup question correctly, 
they have a bonus question which is usually a question among various topics with 4 four 
answers if the team who won the toss up don’t know the answer the other team can answer. 
I The coach for JV team is Mr. Pitcher, and Mr. Spear is the Varsity coach. Unlike last 
year, parents can attend home matches. On February 7, 2022, Scholastic Bowl had their 
first match, JV lost against St. Anthony and T-Town while varsity also lost both matches. 
Their first home match was February 22, and JV won against St. Anthony but lost against 
T-Town. Varsity won against T-Town and St. Anthony. 

School Dance 

By Amanda Staggs and Abby Carter 
The school dance was March 25 from 6-8 pm. The dance was on Friday evening for two hours. 
It was a Saddie Hawkins, and it was supposed to be a winter wonderland dance. A Sadie 
Hawkins day dance is where the girls ask out the boys which means girls get the chance to 
ask out the guys. There will be food and drinks. Many students enjoyed a photo in front 
of a balloon arch, pizza, candy, and of course, lots of dancing! Splendid work to the 
Student Council!  

Band 

By: Catharine Staggs 
Do you have a love for music or playing an instrument? Well, then you should join band. 
We practice new songs; we also play at assemblies. You can play any instrument of your 
choice. Instruments range in size anywhere from as small as the flute, to an instrument 
as big as a tuba. We have concerts, and we have a band night. You may ask, “What is band 
night?” Well, I can tell you what band night is. Band night is where we join the high 
school and Jefferson 6th graders, and we play a song in front of all the football fans 
who come to watch the football games. We had a concert on December 9th. It was our 
Christmas concert. We had a second concert on March 8th. We have another concert near the 
end of the year. 

CMS Musical  
By Amanda Staggs 

The CMS students performed the musical Legally Blonde, starring Elle Woods 
(Mia Tribble). Performances were held Friday March 5th and Saturday March 6th. 
It was full of comedy and some romance. In the play, Elle Woods faces an 
awful breakup with her boyfriend Warren (Brock Hanner) and finds out he is 
dating a law student named Vivienne (Ally Gonzolez). She soon meets a man 
named Emmet (Danner Vanhise). Check out some Musical pictures throughout the 
newspaper.  
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The Batman Movie Review 

By: Jacob Baji 
If you are looking for a Batman movie with more detective work but still a 
lot of action, then you are in luck. The new Batman movie that came out on 
March 4th is the second-best Batman movie after The Dark Knight. The villain 
of the Riddler was great for the 1st Batman film. The movie is more of a 

coming-of-age movie with Batman learning new tricks and discovering 
mysteries. Overall, this movie was 9/10 and if you like Batman or mystery 

movies, it is definitely a must-watch. 

2022 Winter Olympics 

By: Hunter Grabiec 
The Winter Olympics started February 4th, 2022, in Beijing, China, it was the 
24th winter Olympics. This year, there were 109 events with six new 
competitions added. There were 95 countries competing, including the USA! 
Russia, Brazil, and South Africa. New events were the Womens Mono bobsled, 
men's and women's big air freestyle skiing, mixed team cross snowboarding, 
mixed team aerials, mixed team short track relay, and mixed team ski jumping. 
This year's winter Olympics has lots of interesting and unique things 
happening. This year’s 24th Olympiad is the first to happen during covid. 

In other news, the NHL will be pulled from the Olympics because of covid 
concerns. According to MSN News, U.S. officials will have no high-level 
official spectators. They will also no longer be having any diplomatic or 
official representation, due to China’s on-going genocide and abuse of human 
rights. USA will be sending athletes and US citizen spectators. You can tune 
in at 6:30 p.m. on February 4th on NBC. 

This year's Winter Olympics ended with a momentous year. The US won 25 Gold 
medals with eight gold. The next Winter Olympics is in 2026. 

2022 Super Bowl 

By: Hunter Grabiec 
This year's 2022 super bowl is around the corner! It will be held on February 
13th, which is a Sunday; it is being held at the SoFI stadium. It is the 52nd 
super bowl. Dr. Dre, Snoop Dogg, Eminem, Mary J. Blige, and Kendrick Lamar 
will be performing at the halftime show this year. There will be various 
streaming and cable services where you can watch the game, they are AT&T TV, 
Hulu Live TV, CBS sports app, NFL website, YouTube TV, Fudu TV, and Sling TV. 
The Cincinnati Bengles will be facing the Kansas City Chiefs. The winner of 
that game will face the winner of the 49ers vs. Rams game. Those games will 
be on Jan. 30th at 2:00pm and 5:30 pm. This year's season ended with a 
surprise for most with the Bengals beating the Chiefs and playing a great 
game against the rams but inevitably losing. Hopefully for all you Bengals 
fans, they will win next year's super bowl. 

Tips for Studying 

By Abby Carter 
Many people use many methods of studying. I am going over different methods. 
Step One; go somewhere you cannot be distracted. If you are easily 
distracted, study in a place where you will not be distracted. Step two; when 
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I study, I look over the papers I’m studying a few times every few hours. By 
doing that, it builds up memory instead of studying for a long time once a 
day. Step three; be in an environment that is relaxing and make sure to be 
comfortable. Being uncomfortable during studying can be a distraction. 

Snow Days 101 

By Sabrina White 
With the weather being the way that it’s been we’ve been getting E-learning 
days and snow days. I’m here to give you some tips on how to enjoy these snow 
days and E-learning days. For snow days you could go outside and have a 
snowball fight with your family or a friend or just throw snowballs at your 
house or at a tree (if you’re THAT bored). Another thing you can do is build 
a snowman to make your snowman happy, sad, or angry. Moving from outside 
activities, you could cover up with a blanket and some hot chocolate while 
watching a movie or reading a book. Playing a boardgame would either make 
time fly by or slow it down (depending on if it’s monopoly or not). Now E-
learning days… I know that a lot of you don’t like to do your work on E-
learning days or you forget but, E-learning days are still school days. To 
make things a bit more fun try taking breaks in between assignments or 
doodling on your paper if you have or need paper. Well, that’s all the advice 
I have to give about snow days and E-learning days. I hope you enjoyed these 
tips. 

 

CMS Action Shots 
Photos provided by Classroom Courier staff 
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Atrocities 
By Alex Schuetz 

Before you start hating me, this is in no way targeted towards people named 
Randy. I just used the name to be catchy, ok? People, just… people. Can’t 
live with them, can’t live without them. Some are better than others. Today, 
you and whoever happens to be reading this, have been blessed with my 
opinions on certain groups of people. Hopefully, you can agree with me, and 
won’t hiss at me like a bunch of upset cats. Without further ado, let’s talk 
about what really “grinds my gears.” Shall we? 

Zodiac Maniacs 

Nothing is worse than meeting someone new, getting to know them, and 
suddenly, the unimaginable happens. The end up embarrassing you in the worse 
way humanly possible, and they say, “Oh my gosh, I’m such a Scorpio!” At that 
point, you’re upset, you’re mad, you want to hurt this person. And I would 
agree with you, even though I shouldn’t. I’m going to help you kids learn to 
understand these people, and how you can hinder their stupidity. There are 
two known kinds of zodiac maniacs. The first type are the ones who blame 
their awful, pitiful, sad excuses of personality on their astrological signs. 
Types ones usually have plenty of crazy friends that are just like them. 
(Usually isn’t many because no one likes them) You can easily avoid them by 
asking them what their zodiac sign is. Should this person continue to 
blabber, simply say that you can’t be friends anymore. Simple. 

Reckless Randy’s 
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Let’s imagine that you’re just minding your own business in class, and the 
teacher must exit the room temporarily. Your immediate response is to quietly 
await your educator’s return (I hope). As you lie dormant in your classroom, 
a classmate of yours stands on their desk and starts breakdancing. Some kids 
laugh, while others scoff at their obnoxiousness. (You happen to be one of 
them) You can’t really avoid these kinds of people, as they usually look for 
people to be their equally reckless friends. These people come in many shapes 
and sizes. Whether they are bad with relationships, have deplorable academic 
skills, or just simply like to talk back. It’s best to keep a low profile 
around sketchy looking folks. You never know what they are capable of. 

Hypocrite Harold’s 

Imagine you hanging out with a new friend. You’re having a great time talking 
to them about life. Suddenly, they turn to some random kid and start ranting 
about their appearance. They then proceed to talk about how wonderful their 
mom looked this morning. (Side note: please do not confuse these people with 
narcissists, another different thing) This puts you in a state of confusion, 
anger, and pity for that poor kid who tried to look his best. To avoid these 
kinds of idiots, engage in an average conversation regarding opinions, mainly 
looks. If they have a biased opinion and start generalizing groups of people 
for looking different, simply tell them nothing. You can now walk away and 
continue with your life. 

Thanks for joining me on this emotional rollercoaster, I hope you enjoy, or 
have enjoyed your day. 

*DISCLAMER: these names are NOT REAL NAMES OF STUDENTS. DO NOT start coming at me for 
targeting so and so for being stupid, ok? This was made for the sole purpose of 
entertainment. 

Economy Reset 

By Sabrina White 
Due to Covid-19, the government used a lot of money that went into research 
and funding for the vaccine. This caused the prices of gas and mostly 
everything else to go up and if this keeps happening our prices will 
skyrocket. The government has been considering resetting the economy, so we 
do not go into another great depression. Although if we do continue down the 
path our economy is going on, the poor will be even poorer, the middle class 
will be poor, and the rich will be middle class. We cannot really do anything 
except make our voices heard but a lot of voices, even the smallest, make a 
lot of noise and if we are loud enough, they will have to listen. We still 
must keep in mind that Covid-19 took a big toll on our government and 
economy. There you have it the economy might be reset, or we might go into 
another great depression but, whatever happens remember, we will play our 
part when the time is right. I got this information from weforum.org.  

CMS Musical 
Images submitted by Amanda Staggs from Facebook 
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Russia Invasion of Ukraine 

By: Jacob Baji 
On February 21st, Russia officially invaded Ukraine coming in from all 

different sides of the European country, including the north running right 
through the Chernobyl Nuclear Plant that had a catastrophic meltdown in 1986. 
The Russians got into firefights with the Ukrainians while trying to get to 
the capital Kyiv. The Russians quickly got to Kyiv, bombing big cities like 
Kharkiv. Videos on the internet show children screaming and people running 
away. NATO has also put sanctions on Russia and on Russian President Vladimir 
Putin himself. On Sunday February 27th, Putin said that he has put his nuclear 
weapons on high alert acting as if NATO is the aggressor. There is also a 40-
mile convoy heading for Kyiv. There are rumors that the Russian soldiers who 
were deployed there were lied to and told that they are being sent on 
training exercises.  

U.S. ambassador to the U.N. Linda Thomas-Greenfield has asked Russian 
soldiers to put down their weapons. “Today we stand together in holding 
Russia accountable for its violations of international law and to address the 
horrific human rights and humanitarian crisis unfolding before our eyes,” 
Thomas-Greenfield said. She also says that she thanks Russian protesters and 
acknowledges their bravery. “To the Russian soldiers sent to the front lines 
of an unjust, unnecessary war, I say your leaders are lying to you, do not 
commit war crimes, do everything you can to put down your weapons and leave 
Ukraine.” She continued. Thomas-Greenfield ended her speech pressuring member 
nations to “vote yes if you believe Russia should be held to account for its 
actions.” 
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Protests against the invasion started instantly after it began in 
Russia. These protests have continued, and the police have cracked down in 
all big cities including the Russian capital Moscow. Russian leaders continue 
to be frustrated by an invasion going slower than they thought according to 
American officials. Alexei Navalny, a Russian lawyer, and Anti-corrupt 
activist says, "I call on everyone to take to the streets and fight for 
peace, Putin is not Russia. And if there is anything in Russia right now that 
you can be most proud of, it is those 6,824 people who were detained because 
– without any call – they took to the streets with placards saying, ‘No 
War’." 

 On March 2nd, the Ukrainian city Kherson was the first city to fall to 
the Russians. “There is no Ukrainian army here,” Kherson Mayor Igor Kolykhaev 
said. The Ukrainians have moved out of Kherson northwest to the city of 
Mykolaiv. 

Kalmia Harris, Vice President of the U.S. put this situation into 
layman’s term “Ukraine is a country in Europe. It exists next to another 
country called Russia. Russia is a bigger country. Russia decided to invade a 
smaller country called Ukraine. So, basically that’s wrong” 

I will keep you up to date in the next publications. 

My sources were Fox News and CNN news. 

Daily Math 

By: Jacob Baji 

•Sally bought 2 books and a reading light in total they were $20.25. The reading light 
cost $2.75. How much did the books cost? Answer $8.75 

•x+x+2+x+4+x+6=108 Answer x = 9 

•x/5 + 10 = 65 Answer x = 275 

•-5x + 15 = 150 Answer x = -27 

•8x + 4 = 140 Answer x = 17 

 

 

Spring Break Plans 

By: Jonathan Brown 
Recently we have been gone for a week because of Spring Break. Most 
other schools, though, do not have their spring break until a 
couple of weeks after ours. I asked a few kids and a couple of 
teachers what they did over spring break and here is what they did. 
Alex Schutz went to Philly to visit family. At first, Jacob Baji 
had no clue what he was going to do but now he knows that he did 
nothing. Abby Davidson went to her grandparents and slept. Brock 
Hanner went to Lovely Florida and appeared to have gotten a tan. 
The last student was me, Jonathan Brown, and I went to St. Louis, 
Casey, and a reptile expo. I did indeed get a new gecko from the 
expo. Starting off with the first teacher, Mr. Pitcher went to St. 
Louis, and then relaxed eating his smoked meat while watching the 
NCAA tournament. Finishing, Mrs. Bickford was coaching track and 
questioning her life choices. Isn't that just wonderful? Anyhow, I 
hope everyone had a good Spring Break and thanks for reading my 
article. 
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Dance Team 

By: Catharine Staggs 
The dance team practiced so hard to get to state. 8th graders on the dance 
team are Maddison Easton, Libby Weiss, Cassidy Lougue, Jacey Smith, and Mia 
Tribble. The seventh graders Ari Weiss, Rosslyn Chism, Abigal Robinson, 
Amanda Staggs, Natalie Stine, Marlie Ward, Kayla Schmieder, and Catharine 
Staggs. The sixth graders Melaina Morrison, and Gulianna Werk-Levin. Sorry if 
I spelled names wrong. Dance team went to 3 competitions in Charleston, 
Mattoon, and Villa Grove. They qualified at the Mattoon competition. They 
went to state on February 12. They stayed in Springfield, at a Holiday Inn, 
on March 11. The dance team qualified in pom dance. The went against 6 teams, 
Marion, Clinton, Collinsville, Trimpe, Tirad, and Bloomington. The dance team 
got 5th place, with a score of 218.3. Marion got first with a 252.2, Clinton 
got second with a 239.7, Collinsville got third with a 237.1, Trimpe got 
fourth with a 223.1, Triad got sixth with a 212.6, and Bloomington got 
seventh with a 205.3.  The dance team was 1 of 12 who tried to qualify for 
state, Charleston was one of 7 who qualified. The dance team also got top 5 
in junior high pom dance. The dance team banquet is at CHS cafeteria, on 
March 7th, from 5:30-6:15. There are going to be awards. 

Boys Basketball 

By: Jon Brown 
The 2021-2022 Season for the boys’ basketball teams differ. While the 7th 
grade team won more than they lost, and the 8th grade team lost more than 
they won. The 7th grade team roster is Robert Gaines, Russel Applegate, 
Braxton Hanner, Treylin Couch, Aiden Wayne, Reid Brinkerhoff, Vincent Lozano, 
Wyatt Gordon Landon Carrasco, Maddux Archibald, Kirk Swensen, Dray’ Sean 
Eich, Robbie Zerbst, Jacob Reed, and Noah Evans. The managers were Ty Helton 
and Colby Myerscough. The 7th graders won 14 games and lost 4. A pretty 
decent season. I asked a few 7th grade team members what they thought went 
well and what they thought could have been better. Here is what they had to 
say: Russel thought that the team's friendship and how they played went well. 
He does not think anything could have gone better. This year the 8th grade 
team did not do their best with a record of 6 wins and 13 losses. The roster 
consists of Quinn Taylor, Evan McElwee, Hudson Meister, Cooper Pounds, Soren 
Flygare, Rohen Walters, Owen Stranz, Jay Buchter, Jace Boyce, Alex Matheny, 
Tyler Oakley, Blake Moore, Tim Davidson. The managers were Jaxon Epperson and 
Cole Lemmon. 

 

CMS Action Shots 
Photos provided by Classroom Courier staff 
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The Importance of Empathy 

By: Eliana O’Brien  

In the kind of world, we live in today we are taught the importance of learning about History, 
Math, Science, and English. From the early age of four we are taught the importance of how to add 
and subtract and how to recite the ABCs. But one thing we are never taught in a classroom is the 
importance of empathy.  
Right now, many innocent people are being forced from their native land and homes. People are 
losing their families and pets to this invasion. Fathers are being separated from their children 
and spouses. But what makes me the saddest is that this invasion could have been prevented if one 
leader could see through the eyes of another.  
Alfred Adler once said, “Empathy is seeing with the eyes of another, listening with the ears of 
another and feeling with the heart of another.” Without Empathy we do not understand how our 
actions affect others. When we do not understand how to put ourselves in someone else’s shoes we 
may make decisions we may later regret. By understanding empathy, we can become a better person to 
others and ourselves. 
Empathy is one of the most important skills we can learn in life. In the world we live in today 
with invasions, wars, and movements it is important to understand the reason behind them and how 
people are being affected by them. By seeing through the eyes of another, listening through the 
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ears of another and feeling with the heart of another you can help people by understanding where 
they are coming from and how they feel. 
 

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 

By: Avery Beals 
Major League Baseball is the second most popular sport in America. The MLB 
had around 45.3 million fans attending regular season games in 2021. Though 
this is around 20 million less than 2019, it is still a lot when you factor 
in the rebound from COVID-19 precautions not allowing any fans to attend in 
2020. So, what happened to baseball, and why has it all come to a screeching 
halt? 

Opening day was scheduled for March 31st, however the MLB ownership announced 
they would be cancelling regular season games due to a lockout. 4 series were 
canceled, erasing a total of 184 games. A lockout is when ownership refuses 
to permit the league from operating. In this case, the lockout was caused 
because they could not reach a new collective bargaining agreement (CBA), 
which is the governing document between owners and players. Because of the 
lockout, players were not allowed to use their team’s facilities. Not only 
were players kept from the field, but they were also unable to see team 
doctors which caused some injuries to be put on hold as well. Teams were also 
unable to sign players or make trades. Players were also unable to receive 
their regular payment. 

On March 10th, the new CBA was reached. Teams were permitted to start spring 
training and opening day was rescheduled for April 14th, 2 weeks later than 
its original date. The whole 162 game season will be played, those originally 
canceled games being rescheduled. 

Puzzles by Abby Carter. Create Your Own Word Search Puzzle | Discovery Education Puzzlemaker 

                    
How   Are   You 

Geography and History 

The Rise of the Ottoman Empire  

By Danner Van Hise  

The Ottoman empire was a mostly Islamic nation that in its height was the dominant 
power in southeastern Europe western Asia and northern Africa.  

To truly explain the rise of the Ottoman empire we must start during the end of the holy 
roman empire Recently the empire had allowed different faiths to live in the empire 
without fear of Being persecuted. The emperor Constantine I moved the capital from Rome 
to Byzantium named Constantinople. His son Theodosius split the empire between his two 
sons as the western half of the empire dissolved into chaos and fell apart. The eastern 

https://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/word-search
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half of the empire was renamed to the byzantine empire and had control of modern-day 
Turkey, Greece, north Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro, Albania, Kosovo, Bulgaria, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Palestine, and Syria.  

 

The Byzantine empire had been falling apart because the Otteman Turks had been raiding, 
pigling, and capturing their lands and as the final blow to Byzantium they invaded the 
remainder of the empire except for Byzantium and some of the Greek islands. Later they 
invaded Byzantium. 

After Byzantium was conquered several of its African territories left the empires 
crumbling remains the Otteman empire was formed and took most of its Eurasian territories  

The next major rise of the Otteman empire was during the reign of Sulieman the 
magnificent’s Regin with his conquests of southeastern Europe, northern Africa, western 
Asia, the Abrian peninsula, And southern Russia and Crimea. But sadly, this is where the 
empire's major growth ends. 

 

The ottoman empire despite being unstable due to the hodgepodge of cultures and 
Religions but it serves as a learning experience to show the length the European 
powers to out due each other. 
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